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This	tutorial	will	guide	you	through	a	technique	to	develop	your	expressive,	playful,	hand-drawn	style.	You	will	be	guided	through	the	generation	of	ideas	and	character	design	and	advice	will	be	given	on	how	to	govern	space	to	create	balance	and	harmony	in	your	creations.	I	used	to	spend	too	many	hours	in	the	font	lists,	desperately	trying	to	find	the
right	one,	but	with	nothing	that	really	hit	the	spot.	In	the	end,	I	realized	it	would	be	a	good	idea	to	start	taking	the	pen	and	notebook	to	design	my	solutions,	Rather	than	wallowing	in	those	indecision	nightmare	lists.	Starting	with	the	details	of	the	characters	and	trying	to	capture	the	mood	you	want	to	convey	with	printing	is	a	set	of	useful	skills.	Yes,
it	takes	practice,	but	every	time	you	try,	you	will	learn	a	lot	of	new	things.	For	example,	designing	your	type	really	helps	you	to	understand	how	subtle	differences	can	have	a	big	general	effect	and	how	wrong	type	choices	can	really	cloud	your	concept.	This	tutorial	will	help	you	start	creating	your	fonts.	In	the	next	three	pages,	I	will	share	with	you	a
technique	and	a	process	that	I	have	developed	over	the	years.	First,	you	will	have	to	put	your	materials	in	order.	Nothing	too	fancy:	just	some	A3	drawing	paper,	a	2H	pencil,	thin	lining,	a	good	rubber,	a	ruler	and	adhesive	tape.	Let's	start.1	Study	Fountains	by	familiarizing	yourself	with	font	characters.	Open	a	program	like	Adobe	InDesign	or
Illustrator	and	type	the	alphabet	in	some	favorites.	Make	sure	why	©	You	like	them,	and	what	consistency	and	inconsistencies	are	evident.	Next,	open	your	sketch	album	and	start	experimenting	freely	with	different	types	of	characters.	Start	by	drawing	some	characters	from	your	favorite	list;	As	you	build	security,	start	adding	yours.	It's	not	right	or
at	this	point,	so	play.3	Draw	freely	You	should	be	sure	enough	to	use	a	concept	to	help	tie	tie	your	sketches	together.	Here,	I'm	creating	the	main	printer	for	a	fake	tattoo	parlor	called	You	can	use	the	Loapsuscrifeencee.jpg	file	for	inspiration.4	Two	sheetsOnce	you226;	They	are	satisfied	with	your	relaxed	sketch,	so	time	to	start	to	a	bigger,	more
focused	version.	Take	two	tracking	paper	sheets	and	l	in	e	them	up	on	top	of	each	other.	Use	a	tape	strip	to	put	them	together,	fold	it	over	the	top.5	Draw	the	guides	on	the	bottom	sheet,	start	marking	some	guides	so	you	can	position	your	characters	accurately.	Divide	the	page	by	its	width	and	length	to	find	the	central	point	of	the	paper.	From	that
point,	draw	lines	through	the	full	width	in	4cm	increments,	as	shown	here.6	Simple	Rules	Our	first	word	has	six	characters,	which	way128;	Space	evenly	through	the	upper	part.	However,	we	must	establish	a	couple	of	rules.	For	example,	the	or	n	must	be	wider	than	D,	u	and	s.	Aim	for	approximately	1cm	for	the	width	of	the	steles	(marked	in	the
image).7	Sketch	Characterizers	This	step	requires	some	trial	and	error.	Start	with	an	approximation	of	your	characters,	paying	attention	to	the	spacing	through	the	full	width	of	the	page	and	between	each	character,	as	well	as	their	height.	Don't	try	to	be	exact:	just	have	a	feeling	for	drawing	and	space.8	Introduce	Next	consistency,	make	some	small
changes	to	some	of	the	characters	to	introduce	consistency.	Note	here	or	there,	that	now	has	vertical	stress	at	the	center.	Study	your	characters,	checking	each	one	to	see	where	consistency	can	be	incorporated.9	Draw	oOnce	you're	happy	with	how	your	first	word	is	working,	it's	time	to	move	on	to	the	next	one.	In	our	example,	this	is	force.	It	started
by	drawing	the	center	in	the	middle	of	page,	which	fills	a	space	that	will	approximately	2.5x2.5cm	in	size.	Then	the	f	and	r	went	into	space	equally	on	both	sides.	Note	that	you226;	You	must	take	into	account	the	spurs	on	o	r	series	on	r	when	you226;	What?	re;	you226?	What?	re;	This.10	Tie	a	ribbon	time	to	add	some	decorations.	Put	two	stars
uniformly	from	F	and	R	and	then	start	facing	a	tape	form.	Give	strength	a	little'breath	and	make	sure	to	keep	the	width	and	height	equal	in	a	l	l	four	sections:	the	front	part,	the	wrapping	and	the	extremities.11	push	to	make	it	pass'flexion'.	Measures	the	width	of	the	points	by	adding	vertical	guide	s	aligned	with	the	stem	of	P	and	the	end	of	the	s	to	be
used	as	starting	and	end	points.	Then	create	a	baseline	by	drawing	a	guide	from	1	cm	above	the	lower	guide	already	in	Place.12	Scroll	a	balance	sheet	to	balance	sketches,	flex,	trying	to	strike	a	balance	between	each	letter.	Most	of	these	characters	(every	5,5	cm	of	width)	are	made	with	the	same	parts.	The	stems	are	wide	from	1,5	cm	with	a	line	set
from	5	mm	to	left.	I	have	scored	more	consistency	to	consider,	also	15.13	Describing	a	letter	of	curvethe	S	will	be	the	most	complicated	with	the	other	characters	who	are	so	straight,	it	will	shut	off	like	a	sore	thumb,	launching	the	balance	of	the	word.	Keep	the	S	curve	to	1,5	cm	in	the	center,	then	corresponds	to	the	stems	in	the	rest	of	the
characters.14	Fake	ITONCE	You	are	happy,	it	is	time	to	use	the	top	sheet	of	the	tracking	paper	you	have	attached	before	to	really	add	finesse	to	your	drawing.	This	should	be	the	fun	part.	Remember	that	you	can	simply	replace	the	card	if	you	need	to	start	again	because	©	think	you	can	do	better.15	ink	Upwhen	You'VE	completed	the	top	sheet,	it's
time	to	use	it	as	the	template	to	ink	a	final	version.	Remove	the	bottom	sheet	of	the	tracer	card	and	place	a	new	sheet	over	the	top	by	sticking	it	with	the	tape.	Start	tracing	your	borders	with	a	pen.16	ADD	EFFECTSWith	The	ready	borders,	the	Instead	of	making	them	black	solids,	you	might	want	to	try	some	effects.	I	have	experienced	creating	the
illusion	of	light	with	stippering,	or	making	traits	that	fade	away	as	they	pass	through	the	light.17	experimentsdon	was	afraid	to	experiment:	you	can	easily	the	top	sheet,	so	you	don’t	have	to	start	from	scratch.	I	made	a	fleshy	mess,	making	the	lines	too	thick	and	creating	a	schigey	H,	so	I	started	on	a	new	top	sheet.	When	you’re	finished,	it’s	time	to
scan	it	in.18	Highly	re	s	Open	File	Scan	and	open	the	files	in	Photoshop.	If,	like	me,	you	only	have	one	A4	scanner,	sew	the	two	parts	together	and	select	the	layers	of	Image	>	Adaptations	>	Tweek	the	sliders	so	that	the	blacks	become	darker	and	the	whites	become	lighter,	creating	more	contrast.19	Photoshop	magicNow	choose	Select	>	Colour
Range.	Click	on	the	highlighted	area	and	press	OK.	Next,	you	should	create	a	new	layer,	keeping	the	selection	of	the	frame	around	the	object.	Press	Shift+Delete.	Select	a	color	you	want	and	press	Return.	Now	you	have	a	free	item	you	can	use	as	you	like.	For	more	information	on	type	terms	and	tips,	check	out	what	is	Typhoraphy?	and	the	best	free
font	posts	on	our	sister	site	Creative	Bloq.	Block!
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