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By	James	Wright	i	Pixland/Pixland/Getty	Images	The	PDF,	or	Portable	Document	Format,	was	created	by	Adobe	to	allow	users	to	read	formatted	documents	on	a	variety	of	devices.	PDF	files	can	contain	text,	images	and	hyperlinks	packed	into	the	same	document.	These	documents	can	be	read	on	a	variety	of	devices,	and	are	meant	to	preserve	the
original	formatting.	The	documents	can	also	be	edited,	but	require	Adobe's	Acrobat	Reader	program.	This	also	requires	that	the	document	be	unprotected.	However,	editing	PDF	files	is	simple	and	quick.	Open	the	PDF	file	in	Adobe	Acrobat	Reader	and	enter	the	password	if	necessary	to	begin	edits.	Edit	any	text	by	clicking	inside	the	text	you	want	to
edit.	You	may	need	to	use	the	same	font	as	the	original	document.	Text	edits	do	not	register	as	multiple	lines,	so	word	wrap	will	not	be	possible;	to	edit	multiple	lines	you	must	do	them	one	at	a	time.	Add	a	line	by	downloading	the	free	program	PDF	Watermark	(a	link	has	been	provided	in	the	Resources	section	below).	Click	the	"Add	Shape
Watermark"	button,	then	select	the	line	shape	type.	Then	click	"File,"	then	"Add	PDF	Document"	and	select	the	document	you	wish	to	add	it	to.	Click	"Watermark"	to	complete	it.	Managing	your	PC’s	downloads	folder	is	a	lot	like	dealing	with	e-mail:	if	you	don’t	have	a	good	strategy	to	stay	organized,	it	can	get	really	cluttered,	really	quickly.	Even	still,
many	of	us	treat	the	downloads	folder	as	a	dumping	ground.	It’s	a	place	we	pay	little	attention	to	except	for	those	odd	times	that	we	have	to	dive	in	to	find	a	specific	file	or	free	up	space	on	our	hard	drive.	Otherwise,	it’s	usually	out	of	sight	and	out	of	mind.	Don’t	let	the	digital	equivalent	of	shoveling	everything	in	the	closet	muck	up	your	PC.	These
two	quick	tips	can	make	it	easier	to	keep	your	files	under	control	and	find	the	files	you’re	looking	for	quickly.	Send	it	to	the	desktop	One	of	the	easiest	ways	to	manage	your	downloads	is	to	have	your	browsers	download	files	to	your	desktop	by	default.	Since	you’re	always	looking	at	your	desktop,	you’re	more	likely	to	keep	it	clean	by	deleting	files	you
no	longer	need.	Then,	when	you	download	something	new,	finding	it	on	the	desktop	is	much	easier,	because	it’s	one	of	the	few	files	sitting	on	your	desktop.	Here’s	how	to	adjust	your	browser’s	settings	to	send	downloads	to	the	desktop.	Chrome’s	Downloads	setting.	Chrome:	Click	the	“hamburger”	menu	icon	in	the	upper-right	corner	and	go	to
Settings	>	Show	advanced	settings…	>	Downloads.	Click	the	Change…	button,	select	your	desktop	in	the	window	that	pops	up,	and	click	OK.	Firefox’s	Options	window.	Firefox:	Click	the	“hamburger”	menu	icon	in	the	upper-right	corner	and	select	Options.	In	the	new	window	that	opens,	open	the	General	tab	and	then	click	the	Browse…	button	under
the	Downloads	heading.	Next,	choose	your	Desktop	in	the	File	Explorer	window	that	opens	and	click	Select	Folder.	Internet	Explorer:	Click	on	the	settings	cog	in	the	upper	right	corner	and	choose	View	downloads.	In	the	next	window	that	opens,	clickOptions	in	the	lower	right-hand	corner.	Another	window	will	open;	click	the	Browse…	button	and
then	choose	your	desktop	in	the	File	Explorer	window	that	opens.	Tweak	File	Explorer	File	Explorer	in	Windows	8.1.	If	you	don’t	like	using	your	desktop	as	a	download	dumping	ground,	or	for	those	odd	times	your	browser	preferences	are	ignored,	a	quick	setting	in	File	Explorer	can	really	help	you	find	a	recent	download	in	no	time	whatsoever.	Start
by	opening	File	Explorer	and	selecting	your	Downloads	folder	in	the	left-hand	navigation	column.	In	Windows	8.1,	you	should	see	four	columns	in	the	main	window:	Name,	Date	modified,	Type,	and	Size.	By	default,	File	Explorer	organizes	your	downloads	folder	by	name.	That’s	a	great	default	setting	for	most	folders,	but	with	Downloads—where	you
may	not	even	know	the	name	of	the	file	you’re	looking	for—it’s	not	ideal.	Instead,	click	the	“Date	modified”	column	until	you	see	a	downward	facing	arrow	above	the	column	title.	That	will	automatically	put	your	most	recent	downloaded	files	at	the	top	of	the	folder,	making	them	much	easier	to	find.	File	Explorer	will	remember	your	choice	and	every
time	you	open	your	downloads	folder	it	will	be	organized	by	date	in	descending	order.	Simple,	but	effective!	PDF	creation	software	can	get	into	the	$100	range.	Adobe	has	on	online	version	of	PDF	creation	for	$9.99	a	month.	But	CutePDF	allows	you	to	create	a	PDF	file	out	of	anything	that	can	be	printed,	including	web	pages.	All	you	have	to	do	is
download	it,	install	it,	and	then	when	you	go	to	print	a	document,	instead	of	selecting	your	printer,	select	"CutePDF	Writer".	You	can	download	CutePDF	here.	By	Stephen	Lilley	There	are	multiple	reasons	why	a	person	would	want	to	edit	a	file	with	a	.DLL	extension.	You	could	be	trying	to	change	what	the	file	was	originally	intended	to	do,	or
attempting	to	repair	it	if	it	has	become	corrupt.	You	could	want	to	"reverse	engineer"	the	application	it	is	being	used	by	and	need	to	see	its	contents.	Or,	you	could	just	be	curious	and	want	to	see	what	a	.DLL	looks	like.	Whatever	the	reason,	while	it	does	require	a	little	bit	of	computer	experience,	editing	a	.DLL	isn't	nearly	as	difficult	as	one	would
think.	Consider	the	reason	you	are	attempting	to	edit	a	.DLL	file.	If	it	is	a	.DLL	that	is	filled	with	icons,	there	are	programs	you	can	download	that	will	do	all	the	work	for	you.	The	program	"Reflector,"	for	example,	has	a	setting	under	the	"Tools"	menu	for	extracting	icons.	Load	the	file	into	the	program	and	select	this	option.	If	this	is	your	intended
purpose,	obtain	one	of	these	shareware	programs	from	the	Internet	and	your	job	is	done	(see	Resources).	Obtain	a	.DLL	decompiler.	If	you	are	editing	the	.DLL	for	any	other	reason	than	to	take	the	icons	out	of	it,	you	are	going	to	need	a	piece	of	decompiler	software.	This	is	a	program	that	will	take	the	.DLL	apart	and	make	several	different	smaller
parts	out	of	it.	Freeware	programs	that	will	work	include	W32DASM	and	Reflector	(see	Resources).	Run	the	decompiler.	Once	you	start	the	program	and	tell	it	which	file	you	are	working	with,	it	will	then	do	its	job	and	separate	the	file	into	a	few	workable	parts.	You	can	do	this	by	selecting	"Add	File"	under	the	"File"	menu,	and	telling	it	which	file	you
are	working	with.	Then	hit	the	"Decompile"	button	on	the	main	program	window.	You	can	then	see	the	code	and	make	any	necessary	changes	from	within	the	program	itself.	Recompile	the	.DLL.	Once	you	have	finished	your	editing,	you	can	tell	the	Decompiler	software	to	take	all	the	separate	parts	of	the	file	it	made	and	put	them	back	together	as
one.	Once	the	software	is	loaded	into	the	Decompiler,	select	"Recompile"	from	the	"File"	menu	to	complete	this	operation.	How	to	Copyright	Music	&	Lyrics	What	Are	Computer	Productivity...	How	to	Attach	a	Newsletter	in	iContact	What	Is	Affiliate	Marketing?	How	to	Embed	a	Newsletter	in	an...	How	to	Respond	to	a	BBB	Complaint	What	Is	a	PayPal
ID?	How	to	Start	a	Blog	How	to	Add	a	Copyright	to	Pictures	How	to	sell	music	on	bandcamp	How	to	Make	Money	By	Posting	Links...	Open	Notepad	or	another	text	editor	>	select	File	>	Open	>	open	Host	file.	Next,	select	Text	Documents	(*txt)	and	change	it	to	All	Files	>	double-click	hosts.Make	changes	and	save.	Here's	how	to	edit	the	Windows



HOSTS	file,	which	is	necessary	to	make	custom	domain	redirects,	block	websites,	or	remove	malicious	entries	set	by	malware.	Instructions	apply	to	Windows	10,	8,	7,	and	XP.	In	Windows	10,	8,	and	7,	you	can't	save	edits	to	the	HOSTS	file	unless	you	open	it	directly	from	Notepad	or	another	text	editor.	To	do	so:	Open	Notepad	or	another	text	editor
like	Notepad++.	In	the	text	editor,	select	File	>	Open	and	open	the	HOST	file	location	at	C:\Windows\System32\drivers\etc\.	Select	Text	Documents	(*txt)	in	the	bottom-right	of	the	Open	window	and	change	it	to	All	Files.	This	step	is	required	because	the	HOSTS	file	doesn't	have	the	.TXT	file	extension.	When	files	appear	in	the	folder,	double	click
hosts	to	open	it.	Edit	the	HOSTS	file	and	save	your	changes.	In	some	versions	of	Windows,	you	don't	have	permission	to	save	directly	to	the	\etc\	folder.	If	this	is	the	case,	you	might	see	an	error	like	this	one	when	you	try	to	save:	Access	to	C:\Windows\System32\drivers\etc\	hosts	was	deniedCannot	create	the	C:\Windows\System32\drivers\etc\hosts
file.	Make	sure	that	the	path	and	file	name	are	correct.	Instead,	you	must	save	the	file	elsewhere	like	the	Documents	or	Desktop	folder.	After	saving,	go	to	that	folder,	copy	the	HOSTS	file,	and	paste	it	directly	into	the	location	where	the	HOSTS	file	should	be	(C:\Windows\System32\drivers\etc\).	You'll	be	prompted	with	permission	validation	and	will
have	to	confirm	overwriting	the	file.	If	you	still	have	trouble	saving	the	modified	HOSTS	file,	check	the	file's	attributes	to	see	if	it's	been	marked	read-only.	Right-click	the	file	and	select	Properties	to	see	the	attributes.	Another	option	is	to	open	your	text	editor	program	as	an	administrator	so	that	the	permissions	are	already	applied	to	the	editor.	Then,
saving	the	HOSTS	file	over	the	original	can	be	performed	without	having	to	verify	your	admin	credentials.	If	you	still	can't	save	to	the	HOSTS	file	location,	you	probably	don't	have	the	correct	permissions	to	be	editing	files	in	that	folder.	You	should	be	logged	in	under	an	account	that	has	administrative	rights	over	the	HOSTS	file,	which	you	can	check
by	right-clicking	the	file	and	going	to	the	Security	tab.	The	HOSTS	file	is	the	virtual	equivalent	of	a	phone	company's	directory	assistance.	Where	directory	assistance	matches	a	person's	name	to	a	phone	number,	the	HOSTS	file	maps	domain	names	to	IP	addresses.	Entries	in	the	HOSTS	file	override	DNS	entries	maintained	by	the	ISP.	While	this
hierarchy	might	come	in	handy	for	regular	use,	like	to	block	ads	or	certain	malicious	IP	addresses,	its	functions	also	make	this	file	a	common	target	of	malware.	By	modifying	it,	malware	can	block	access	to	antivirus	updates	or	force	you	to	a	malicious	website.	Thus,	it's	a	good	idea	to	check	the	HOSTS	file	periodically	or	at	least	know	how	to	remove
false	entries.	A	much	easier	way	to	block	certain	domains	from	your	computer	is	to	use	a	custom	DNS	service	that	supports	content	filtering	or	blocklists.	Thanks	for	letting	us	know!	Get	the	Latest	Tech	News	Delivered	Every	Day	Subscribe	Tell	us	why!
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