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Although they are pronounced in the same way, there, their and theyre have different meanings.There is often used with is/are to state that something exists.Their is a possessive adjective (like my, your, her etc.).Theyre is a contraction of they are.Examples: There in a sentenceExamples: Their in a sentenceExamples: Theyre in a sentencels there any
paper in the printer?The book is over there.Did they all remember their passports?Their coffee is the best in town.Theyre all such talented musicians.Theyre from all over the world. How to use thereThere is a very common word in English. It is used in many different ways.Part of speechUseExamplesPronounTo say something exists or does not
existTheres no problem with his computer.However, there remains a shortage of qualified workers.AdverbTo indicate a locationl left it on the table over there.Can you see it? There it is. Next to the tree.To refer to a place already mentionedl used to live quite near there.InterjectionTo communicate satisfaction, encouragement, agitation etc.There! All
finished.There, I told you that you could do it.There, are you happy now?AdjectiveTo give emphasisYes, that one there. Thats right.To express dependabilityShe was there for me whenever I needed someone to talk to.NounTo mean that point or positionYou introduce us, and Ill take it from there.TipIf you cant decide whether to spell it there, their or
theyre, then remember that their and theyre only have one meaning.So, ask yourself:Is the meaning possessive (e.g., their pen)?Can you substitute it with they are?If the answer to both of these questions is no, then the correct spelling is there.Their: possessive adjectiveTheir is used before a noun in the same way as the other possessive adjectives
my, your, her, his, its, our, and whose.It corresponds to the pronoun they (e.g., Do they live here? Is that their house?)Examples: Their in a sentenceTheir new album is out on Friday.Why is their room so much bigger than ours!Although classified as plural in many grammars, their is often used in modern English with a singular meaning if the gender
of a person is irrelevant or unknown (e.g., I think the customer left their bag behind).Many academic styles such as APA Style now endorse the use of singular they and their.Theyre: contraction of they areThey are is frequently contracted (shortened) to theyre, particularly in speech and informal styles of writing.Contractions should generally be
avoided in formal writing such as academic writing.Examples: Theyre in a sentenceDo you know where theyre from?I like your new shoes. Theyre so stylish! Frequently asked questions about there, their, and they're What does there mean? The word there is used in a variety of different ways. Its sometimes confused with their and theyre, but they
have distinct meanings and spellings.It is often used as a pronoun with is/are to say something exists or does not exist (e.g., Is there a post office near here?).It is also frequently used as an adverb to indicate location (e.g., Please put it down over there on the table) or to refer to a place already mentioned (e.g., Have you ever been there
before?).QuillBots Grammar Checker can help you use there, their, and theyre correctly. We encourage the use of reliable sources in all types of writing. You can copy and paste the citation or click the "Cite this article" button to automatically add it to our free Citation Generator. Challenger, T. (2025, November 05). There, Their, Theyre | Difference,
Meaning & Examples. Quillbot. Retrieved November 30, 2025, from homesitemapA-Z confused words there, their, or they're? "There," "their," and "they're" sound similar, but they have very different meanings. It is important to understand the difference between these words because using the wrong one is considered a basic mistake. I live there.
There are lots of shops. "There" is like "here," which is also a place. This is easy to remember because "there" contains the word "here." I understand their argument. "Their" is just like "my," "his," "her," and "our," which are also used to show possession. Where are the rabbits? They're near the tree. If you cannot expand it to "they are," then you
shouldn't be using "they're." Select the right one to fill the gap. "There," "their," and "they're" are common words, and your readers will expect you to use the right one. "They're" is a contraction of "they are." It can always be expanded to "they are." This is a 100% rule! They're not leaving on Saturday now. (Do the expansion test: "They are not
leaving on Saturday now.") I cannot believe they're from Boston. (Test: "I cannot believe they are from Boston.") More than 20 people left they're coats in the cloakroom. (Test: "More than 20 people left they are coats in the cloakroom." This is nonsense. Therefore, "they're" is wrong.) My doctor gave me two weeks to live. I hope they're in August.
(Comedian Ronnie Shakes) (Test: "I hope they are in August.") Things are only impossible until they're not. (Captain Jean-Luc Picard) (Test: "Things are only impossible until they are not.") "They're" is a contraction. There are two types of contraction: A shortened version of a word (e.g., "cannot" contracts to "can't") One word formed from two words
(e.g., "they are" contracts to "they're") Both types of contraction feature apostrophes. In the contraction "they're," the apostrophe replaces the letter "a," and the two words are merged into one.) Remember that a mistake involving one of these words presents a risk to your credibility as a writer. How would you react to this office sign? (It should be
"their" not "they're.") "Their" is for possession. It is like "my," "your," "his," "her," "its," and "our." These are called possessive determiners ("possessive adjectives" in traditional grammar). Can you show the guests to their cabins? (Do the "our" test: "Can you show the guests to our cabins?" This sounds okay. Therefore, "their" is correct.) I have seen
their footprints before. (Test: "I have seen our footprints before." This sounds okay. Therefore, "their" is correct.) Their all leaving. (Test: "Our all leaving." This is nonsense. Therefore, "their" is wrong. It should be "They're.") Their less likely to cause offence. (Test: "Our less likely to cause offence." This is nonsense. Therefore, "their" is wrong. It
should be "They're.") Experience is the name every one gives to their mistakes. (Playwright Oscar Wilde) Here is a little trick to test whether "their" is correct: Use the word "our" instead of "their." If the sentence still makes sense, then "their" is correct. This trick works because "our" and "their" are both possessive determiners used for plurals.
"There" is like "here" because it represents a place. ("There" and "here" are both adverbs of place.) "There" has two uses: She is there. There are two apples. The Germans are over there. (In this example, "there" is a specific place.) There is a good reason I'm not attending the party this year. (In this example, it means "a good reason exists.") Here is
an example with "they're," "their," and "there." They're unqualified, and their opinions were worthless while they were there. This 5-minute video summarizes "there," "their," and "they're." video lesson Are you a visual learner? Do you prefer video to text? Here is a list of all our grammar videos. You might also like... Help us improve... Was something
wrong? Use #gm to find us quicker. Create a QR code. Their vs. ThereThe quick answer is no! They dont mean the same thing. They may sound similar and they may have similar spellings, yet their and there have nothing in common in regard to their definitions.In fact, their" and there are two different words, and not only do they have completely
different meanings and uses in sentences, they also fall into different grammatical categories. One is a pronoun, whereas the other is an adverb. To see all the meanings of each, as well as their grammatical functions, check the two dedicated sections below, where you will be able to find some great illustrative examples.When do we use their?Their is
a pronoun, mainly used as a determiner. More exactly, it is used to show belonging or relating to a certain group (of people or animate beings). The same word can also be used for something that belongs or relates to a particular person, when using his or her might be inappropriate, or irrelevant.Example 1: Our friends and their children will join us
for dinner tonight. their is a pronoun used to show belonging or relation to a certain group of people.Example 2: Did that person give you their name or their phone number? their may also be preferred in order to avoid using his or her when referring to something belonging or relating to a particular person.When do we use there?While their is a
seemingly simple word, with two distinct uses and a clear meaning, there is a little bit more complex, in regard to the contexts where it may appear. To be clear, there is mainly used as an adverb, expressing a location or a particular place.But it can also be used when indicating direction, when pointing or referring towards something in order to
bring anothers attention to it; or when referring to something available or present. Sometimes, there may also be used when referring to a certain point or time during an activity or a process.Further, besides functioning as an adverb, there may function as a pronoun in certain contexts. More specifically, in a particular expression. In this case, there
is used to show that something exists, or something is happening. Youll definitely get a better understanding of all these explanations by reading the examples below:Example 1: They moved to London because their son decided to settle there. there is mainly used as an adverb, referring to a particular place/location.Example 2: Put the flowers in the
vase on that table over there. the same adverb there can also be used to indicate a certain direction in order to make someone else look towards it.Example 3: The money is there for you whenever you need it. there can be used to show availability or presence of something.Example 4: If you feel tired during the game, stop there and dont go for a next
round. here, there refers to a certain point during an activity.Example 5: There are two shopping malls in this city. there can also be used as a pronoun, showing that something exists.ConclusionTo sum this all up, although they sound almost perfectly identical, their and there are not synonyms and have nothing in common as to their meanings.Keep
in mind that their is always a pronoun expressing belonging or relating to a particular group or person, whereas there can be used both as an adverb expressing location/direction/availability and as a pronoun showing that something exists. Now give yourself a pat on the back for making it through this article! The trio of their, there, and theyre can
flummox writers of all levels. Its confusing; they are homophones, meaning they have the same pronunciation (sound) but differ in meaning and derivation(origin).In this article, well explain the meanings of their, there, and theyre, how to use each word correctly, and provide example sentences for each term. Well also give some tips on how to
remember how each one is spelled. Thereis commonly used to introduce sentences or to indicate where something is, as inlts over there, next to the window. Theiris thepossessiveform of thepersonal pronounthey, essentially meaning belonging to or possessed by them, as in Is that their car, or ours? Theyreis a contraction ofthey are. What is the
difference between there, their, andtheyre?These three words serve many functions.There is an adverb that means in or at that place. In this sense, there is essentially the opposite of here. This is whats known as anadverb of place,which answers the question where an action is taking place. Many common adverbs end in-ly, likequickly,usually,
andcompletely, but not all adverbs do. There is also used as a pronoun introducing the subject of a sentence or clause: Their is the possessive case of the pronoun they, meaning belonging to them.As in:They left their cell phones at home.Their is generally plural, but it is increasingly accepted in place of the singular his or her after words suchas
someone:Someone left their book on the table.Theyre is a contraction of the words they and are.Theyre mastering the differences between three homophones! If you find yourself coming up blank when trying to determine which one to use, take a hint from the spelling of each:Therehas the wordherein it. There is the choice when talking about places,
whether figurative or literal.Their has the word heir in it, which can act as a reminder that the term indicates possession.Theyrehas an apostrophe, which means its the product of two words: they are. If you can substitute they are into your sentence and retain the meaning, then theyre is the correct homophone to use.
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