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Maximized	Manhood(Revised	Verision)Edwin	Louis	ColeISBN:	978-1-61842-401-3Dedicated	to	my	wife,	Nancy,	the	loveliest	lady	in	the	land,	and	to	Paul,	Judi,	Rick,	Lois,	and	Joann.In	appreciation	to	the	men	who	love	truth	and	made	this	book	possible...	Alan,	Doyle,	Jim,	Ben,	Rick,	and	Earl.ContentsPreface	for	the	New	EditionForeword	by	Ben
KinchlowChapter	1	Maximum	SentenceChapter	2	Kept	Out	of	CanaanChapter	3	The	Playboy	ProblemChapter	4	Moses	and	the	Ten	InvitationsChapter	5	Theres	a	Hole	in	the	DoorChapter	6	Tender	and	ToughChapter	7	Is	There	a	Priest	in	the	House?Chapter	8	The	One	Dollar	TipChapter	9	Changing	HeadsChapter	10	The	Buck	Stops	HereChapter	11
The	Video	DaddyChapter	12	Our	Father,	Which	Art	InactiveChapter	13	Stop,	Look,	ListenChapter	14	Born-Again	MarriageChapter	15	Whats	The	Question?Chapter	16	Adult	BoysChapter	17	Its	the	HeartChapter	18	Take	It	to	the	Cross!Chapter	19	Thats	My	Dad!Chapter	20	Burn	Out	Dont	Fade	OutEpilogue	Majoring	in	MenPreface	for	the	New
EditionMillions	of	men	have	read	this	book	in	the	form	it	was	first	published	in	1982.	When	I	was	asked	to	update	it,	I	left	it	in	its	original	form,	except	for	minor	editing	I	wished	I	had	done	before	printing.	In	addition	I	have	added	some	chapters	that	not	only	validate	what	was	written	originally	but	give	expanded	revelation	and	deeper	meaning	to	the
truth	that	Manhood	and	Christlikness	are	synonymous.Foreword	by	Ben	KinchlowThere	is	a	very	interesting	phenomenon	occurring	in	America.	From	birth	to	late	teens,	a	childs	overwhelming	perception	of	authority	figures	is	nearly	100%	female,	with	an	occasional	male	making	a	generally	ineffectual	appearance.In	the	hospital,	female	nurses	are
responsible	for	almost	every	aspect	of	childcare.	At	home,	mother	is	usually	the	dominant	authority	figure.	And,	90%	of	the	teachers	in	grade	school	areyou	got	itwomen.	The	first	police	person	a	child	meets	is	more	than	likely	a	female	crossing	guard.;	When	a	child	goes	to	the	movies,	the	grocery	store,	department	stores,	fast	food	restaurants,	fancy
sit-down	restaurants,	vacation	Bible	school	or	Sunday	school,	who	sells	the	tickets,	takes	the	orders,	collects	the	money,	shows	you	where	to	sit,	tells	you	about	God?	(Except	in	many	churches	where	a	man	preaches	to	a	congregation	consisting	of	mostly	women.)	Who	tells	you	what	to	wear,	to	clean	up	your	room;	who	spends	the	money,	who	pays	the
bills?	In	other	words,	whos	really	in	charge?	Is	it	any	wonder	that	todays	young	man	is	making	every	effort	to	demonstrate	that	hes	a	real	manlike	MOM.So,	todays	man	may	wear	jewelrybracelets,	necklaces,	and	perhaps,	an	earring.	He	has	long	hair,	and	wears	tight	shirts	opened	to	display	cleavage.	Or,	he	may	be	a	macho	man	who	acts
irresponsibly	with	his	wife	and	children,	or	who	indulges	in	sexual	freedom	and	does	his	own	thing.In	any	case,	man	is	liberated.	Or,	so	hes	been	told	by	feminist	principleswhich	undercut	his	position	as	a	male.At	the	same	time,	women	are	wearing	shorter	haircuts,	masculine	pants	and	suits	and	in	some	cases,	neckties.	In	an	attempt	to	assert	their
true	selves	or	punish	their	oppressors,	many	women	have	allowed	suppressed	rage	or	self-hatred	to	erupt	into	violence	against	the	men	they	perceive	as	being	at	fault.Men	and	women,	not	knowing	exactly	who	they	are	or	what	their	respective	roles	are,	are	confused	and	anxiety	ridden.There	is	a	psychology	called	muddling.	Men	often	will	not	make	a
clear-cut	decision	on,	or	commitment	to,	anything;	they	just	muddle	through.	Since	nature	abhors	a	vacuum,	women	have	been	sucked	into	the	areas	that	men	have	abandoned.	As	a	result,	men,	women,	and	children	are	angry	and	frustrated	and,	in	increasing	numbers,	facing	an	identity	crisis.Into	the	middle	of	the	muddle,	like	a	stinging	slap	in	the
midst	of	hysteria,	a	gauntlet	slammed	down	in	challenge,	or	the	shock	of	icy	cold	water,	strides	the	ringing	declaration	of	Maximized	Manhood.	A	book	that	contains	not	a	mere	rhetorical	discussion,	but	a	head-on	confrontation	with	the	issues.This	is	a	book	that	is	unabashedly,	uncompromisingly	written	to	men.	There	are	many	books	about	us,	but
precious	few	written	to	us.	It	is	a	throwback	to	the	days	of	man-to-man	talks,	male	virtues,	chivalry,	and	a	respect	for	women	and	children	that	grew	out	of	understanding	the	responsibility	of	being	a	grown	man.	It	is	a	book	that	enables	us	to	discover	the	maximum	potential	of	our	lives	to	live	as	maximized	men.	It	is	long	overdue.Pungent	and	direct,
this	is	a	book	that	challenges	todays	man.	Some	may	be	so	angry	at	the	assertions	that	they	will	want	to	slam	the	book	down	and	quit.	Others	will	be	tempted	to	fire	off	a	hot	letter	to	get	Ed	Cole	straightened	out.Some	men	will	read	it,	agree	with	some	of	its	precepts	and	principles,	but	be	unwilling	to	accept	its	calls	for	sacrifice.	Without	any	real
commitment	to	change,	nothing	will	happen	to	them.	Others,	though	they	agree	at	the	gut	level,	will	be	intimidated	by	the	harsh	realities	of	now,	and	find	many	of	the	books	positions	challenged	by	todays	popular	trends.	As	a	result,	they	will	reject	the	truth	in	this	book.There	are	men,	however,	who	will	read	this	book,	agree	with	it,	and	put	its
dynamic	principles	into	practice.	It	will	revolutionize	their	families,	their	wives,	and	their	own	lives.	From	there,	it	can	even	revolutionize	the	nation.The	Bible	says,	God	created	man	in	His	own	image,	in	the	image	of	God	created	He	him;	male	and	female	created	He	them.	And	God	said	unto	them,	Be	fruitful,	and	multiply,	and	replenish	the	earth,	and
subdue	it;	and	have	dominion	...	And	so	it	was.Being	a	male	is	a	matter	of	birth,	being	a	man	is	a	matter	of	choice.	Thank	you,	Lord,	for	making	us	who	we	are.	Thank	you,	Ed,	for	reminding	us.Chapter	1Maximum	SentenceI	was	grateful	United	Airlines	had	a	nonstop	from	Los	Angeles	to	Eugene,	Oregon.	I	was	wearing	four	different	hats	at	the	time,
juggling	a	variety	of	responsibilities	and	spending	much	of	my	life	in	airports	and	on	airplanes.	I	was	glad	I	wouldnt	have	to	connect	through	Portland	or	Reno	or	some	such	place	to	get	to	Eugene	for	the	retreat.It	was	a	mens	retreat,	the	first	of	two	that	were	scheduled	on	back-to-back	weekends	in	the	snowy	mountains	of	west	central	Oregon.	In
between,	I	would	dash	up	to	Seattle	and	do	another	conference.	Then,	finally,	a	quick	trip	home	to	Southern	California	and	Id	be	off	again	somewhere.Preaching	and	teaching,	those	lofty	endeavors,	were	outlined	in	the	aisle	seats	of	so	many	jumbo	jets.	Much	of	my	ministry	preparation	was	done	in	that	narrow	slice	of	space	between	armrests	aboard
the	aircraft.Now,	as	United	carried	me	toward	Eugene,	I	tried	to	settle	my	mind	into	a	studying	mode.Men.There	would	be	more	than	five	hundred	of	them	in	the	two	retreats	combined.	I	knew	that	they	were	gathering	to	hear	something	worthwhile,	something	life-changing,	something	they	could	take	back	to	their	homes	and	their	offices,	their	shops,
and	their	hunting	trips.	They	wanted	something	that	would	help	them	reach	the	maximum	in	their	manhood,	enabling	them	to	live	more	Christlike	than	ever.The	upcoming	retreat	was	small	in	comparison	with	many	events	where	I	had	ministered,	or	even	in	comparison	with	the	television	ministry	in	which	I	had	been	engaged	for	years.	There	was	no
reason	why	this	trip	should	seem	at	all	special.Yetthere	was	a	weightiness,	a	sobriety,	a	heavinessthat	would	not	go	away.	God	was	doing	something	in	my	spirit.	I	sensed	that	this	jaunt	to	Oregon	to	speak	to	men	was	a	major	milestone	in	my	life.For	weeks	I	had	been	praying	for	the	right	words	to	say	to	these	men.	Pictures	of	modern	man	paraded
across	my	mind.	In	our	society,	a	moral	pollution	is	taking	its	toll	on	manhoodit	is	disintegrating	before	our	eyes.	I	began	to	realize	what	a	great	need	there	is	for	men	to	understand	what	is	happening	and	to	do	something	about	it.Things	are	not	as	God	intended.The	jet	engines	whined	in	the	background,	and	my	Bible	and	notebook	were	both	opened
on	the	table	tray	in	front	of	me.	But,	in	my	meditation,	I	seemed	to	lose	consciousness	of	my	surroundings.	Something	was	happening	in	my	spirit.	I	was	aware	of	the	Presence	of	God.I	recalled	the	teaching	that	Campbell	McAlpine,	a	well-known	Bible	teacher,	had	brought	to	our	fellowship	of	believers	a	few	weeks	before.	The	passage	of	Scripture	he
used	had	a	powerful	impact	on	me.	It	was	as	though	it	were	alive,	and	I	had	been	dwelling	on	its	importance	for	men	ever	since.Campbell	had	spoken	on	First	Corinthians,	chapter	ten.	The	sixth	through	ninth	verses	list	the	five	reasons	why	the	Israelites	did	not	get	into	Canaan,	the	Land	of	Promise.It	was	a	basic	truththat	God	has	a	Land	of	Promise
and	blessing	for	His	people.	The	Israelites	had	missed	their	opportunity	to	enter	that	land	because	of	five	basic	sins.But	for	me,	this	Scripture	had	a	meaning	that	transcended	anything	I	had	thought	of	before.	This	chronicle	of	sins	related	to	Israel,	but	there	was	a	direct	correlation	to	modern	man.	Scripture	says	the	Israelites	were	examples	for
us.What	did	it	mean	for	men	today?I	looked	down	at	my	Bible.	I	reread	the	chapter	in	Corinthians,	meditating	on	those	five	reasons	for	Israels	failure	to	reach	the	Promised	Land.The	right	words,	right	approach,	right	timing	are	so	important	to	ministry.	I	wanted	this	message	for	these	men	on	the	snow-covered	mountains	of	Oregon	to	be	right.Here
were	the	reasons	for	failure,	listed	in	the	Word.Lust.Idolatry.Fornication.Tempting	Christ.Murmuring.As	I	went	through	that	list	of	sins	that	Campbell	taught,	the	sin	of	fornication	stood	out.	I	began	to	think	about	people	I	had	knownknow	even	nowwho	failed	to	reach	their	Promised	Land	because	of	sex	sins.Couples,	men,	friends,	preachers,
congressmen,	senators,	people	from	every	walk	of	life.	Believers	and	non-believers.	Sinners	and	saints.A	short	time	before,	a	friend	of	mine	from	California	had	approached	me.	You	know,	Ed,	you	really	need	to	get	hot	on	the	subject	of	sexual	promiscuity,	he	told	me	point	blank,	because	its	happening	all	over	Orange	County!	There	are	people	living
together	and	not	married,	and	still	going	to	church	and	believing	theyre	Christians!The	children	of	Israel	had	nothing	on	us.	We	match	sin	for	sin.Something	happened	at	a	family	breakfast	one	morning	that	really	jolted	me.	As	we	sat	around	the	breakfast	table,	I	mentioned	to	my	wife,	Nancy,	and	my	daughter,	Joann,	about	my	growing	concern	for	the
sexual	problems	of	modern	man.They	listened	quietly	to	me,	and	then	Joann	responded	with	an	insight	from	both	her	college	life	and	her	Christian	understanding.Dad,	dont	you	know	that	sex	sins	will	be	the	problem	of	the	Church	in	the	80s?I	just	looked	at	her.	It	had	never	occurred	to	me	just	that	way.	But	after	she	said	it,	like	a	light	springing	up
within	me,	I	saw	an	instant	picture	of	our	national	lifemen	and	women,	young	and	old,	leaders	and	common	people	alikeall	across	America.	Then	around	the	world.	I	saw	it.It	had	been	evident	that	the	moral	fiber	of	our	nation	was	being	weakened	and	even	shredded	on	every	hand.	But	then	I	saw	that	the	Church	was	not	immune.	The	mores	of	society
were	imposing	themselves	on	the	Church	of	Jesus	Christ.So	many	livesall	being	affected	by	sex	sins.Campbells	teaching,	Joanns	word	of	wisdom.	Gods	Word.With	United	Airlines	bringing	me	closer	to	my	destination,	and	moment-by-moment	nearer	to	my	appointment,	I	suddenly	began	to	write.	I	was	aware	that	Gods	Spirit	within	me	was	inspiring	me
and	guiding	that	pen	as	I	wrote	on	the	page	in	my	notebook.Finished,	I	looked	at	what	I	had	written.The	sentence	was	one	I	had	never	seen	beforenot	like	thatnor	had	I	ever	said	anything	like	it.A	sentence	of	such	pungency	that	I	stared	at	it	for	a	long	time,	wondering	when,	where,	or	to	whom	it	would	be	given.	My	spirit	suddenly	leaped	within	me,
for	I	knew	it	was	for	that	night,	those	men,	that	retreat.It	was	too	powerful	for	me,	too	boldeven	for	a	prophet-preacher	like	myself,	who	had	preached	to	large	crowds.	But	nothing	like	this.This	was	God.I	knew	I	would	have	to	say	it.When?	How?Timing	is	everything	in	a	situation	like	this.I	would	have	to	declare	it.	Command	it.Aloud.	Publicly.	With
authority.Andthat	nightto	those	men	at	Camp	Davidson,	on	the	mountainous	outskirts	of	Eugene,	Oregon.Without	Gods	power	it	could	be	terriblewith	Gods	confirmation	and	vindication	it	could	be	glorious.	Bringing	liberty.It	was	for	me	to	say.	For	me	to	command.For	God	to	vindicate.Chapter	2Kept	Out	of	CanaanThat	evening	in	Oregon,	in	the
meeting	tucked	away	in	a	rustic	chapel	among	pine	trees,	it	came	my	turn	to	speak.	I	knew	exactly	what	to	do	and	what	to	say.	There	was	no	doubt.	No	indecision.As	I	stood	before	the	unsuspecting	crowd	of	men,	I	felt	an	accelerating	sense	of	excitement.	I	had	them	stand	with	me	as	I	led	them	through	a	confession	of	Jesus	Christ	and	His	Lordship,
and	then	in	a	prayer	of	agreement,	as	I	always	do	before	ministering.Then,	before	they	could	sit	down,	I	looked	them	in	the	eye	and	gave	them	Gods	command.If	you	are	here	tonight	and	committing	adultery,	fornication,	homosexuality,	incest,	or	habitual	masturbation;	indulging	in	pornography;	gratifying	yourself	with	sexual	fantasies	or	any	other
kind	of	sex	sin,	I	command	you	in	the	name	of	Jesus	Christ	of	Nazareth	to	repent,	and	be	restored	to	a	right	relationship	with	God	the	Father	by	being	reconciled	through	Jesus	Christ	and	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit.The	room	fell	silent	for	a	split	second.	Those	words,	so	awkwardly	scribbled	on	a	simple	notepad	a	few	hours	before,	now	cut	through
the	air	like	an	electric	shock.	With	a	single	explosive	motion,	the	mens	hands	shot	into	the	air,	and	they	began	crying	out	in	praise	and	worship	to	God.	The	Holy	Spirit	filled	that	chapel	in	the	mountains,	bringing	a	remarkable	response	to	a	savagely	honest	question.These	menbusinessmen,	preachers,	laborers,	young	and	oldhad	craved	direction.	They
had	longed	for	leadership.	They	had	sought	Gods	voiceno	matter	how	stern.They	had	been	crying	out	for	a	change	in	their	lives,	an	end	to	questionings	and	wanderings.	Like	the	hapless	children	of	Israel,	men	today	dream	of	a	Promised	Land,	a	Canaan.	It	is	a	life	where	problems	can	be	solved,	conflicts	ended,	and	relationships	renewed.	A	life	of
strength	and	sustenance.They	longed	for	a	Canaan	Land.Nowright	herelet	me	explain	to	you	the	meaning	of	Canaan	Land	and	how	it	applies	to	your	life.Canaan	Land	has	always	been	Gods	symbol	of	mankinds	maximized	potential.	Canaan	is	the	place	where	Gods	promises	are	fulfilled	in	our	livesthe	place	where	God	maximizes	the	potential	of	His
people	both	individually	and	collectively.	And	it	affects	their	spirits,	emotions,	and	bodiestheir	marriages,	children,	and	professions.In	the	Old	Testament,	Canaan	Land	was	where	God	wanted	the	Israelites	to	live	after	He	delivered	them	from	their	bondage	in	Egypt.	They	were	to	live	there	in	faith,	and	God	would	fulfill	His	promises	to	them.I	want	you
to	understand	that	Canaan	is	a	land	of	promise	where	God	wants	you	to	live	by	faith	today.	There,	He	will	fulfill	His	promises	in	your	life.	There,	you	can	reach	your	maximum	potential.Shangri-la	was	a	fantasy;	Canaan	Land	is	real.Butthe	Israelites	failed	to	reach	Canaan.They	failed	for	those	five	basic	reasons	that	are	listed	in	First	Corinthians,
chapter	ten.Those	five	reasons	are	the	same	reasons	why	men	today	do	not	get	their	Canaan	Land	fulfillment	in	life.	God	wants	men	to	have	Canaan	Land	marriages,	businesses,	parental	relationships,	educations.Yet,	men	are	not	maximized	in	their	marriages,	businesses,	or	relationships.Men	with	unfulfilled	potential.That	may	be	you,	or	someone	you
know.Those	five	basic	sins	still	plague	men	today	and	keep	them	from	the	fulfillment	of	potential	in	their	lives.Here	are	the	big	five!1)	Lust.Now	this	lust	is	not	necessarily	sexual	lustthat	comes	later	when	we	deal	with	sex	sins.	This	is	the	lust	that	is	based	on	satisfying	self	at	the	expense	of	God	and	others.	Its	the	preoccupation	with	what	self	wants.
This	is	the	satisfaction	or	gratification	of	the	flesh.Love	is	of	God,	and	true	love	is	always	giving.	Gods	love	desires	to	satisfy	the	object	of	His	love.	For	God	so	loved	the	world	that	He	gave	His	only	begotten	Son.	God	is	love.	Love	gives.But	lust	wants	to	get.	It	is	basically	selfish.Love	giveslust	gets.	The	entire	direction	of	life	differs	between	the	two.
The	Israelites	craved	what	they	had	in	Egypt.	Their	feet	were	taking	them	to	Canaan,	but	their	hearts	kept	going	back	to	Egypt.They	were	lovers	of	pleasure	more	than	lovers	of	God.You	can	tell	today	when	a	man	or	woman	is	lusting.	They	desire	to	satisfy	themselves	at	the	expense	of	others.	By	the	same	token,	you	can	tell	when	they	are	loving,
because	they	desire	to	satisfy	the	loved	one	at	the	expense	of	themselves.A	man	may	be	married	but	lust	his	wife	sexually	when	he	only	cares	about	satisfying	himself,	and	leaves	her	unfulfilled	and	unsatisfied.	Its	obvious	that	the	young	man	professing	love	for	the	girl	is	only	lusting	when	he	satisfies	himself	sexually,	and	leaves	her	to	face	pregnancy
alone	and	fearful.Or,	a	woman	is	lusting	when	she	uses	the	credit	cards	to	run	up	bills	that	her	husband	cannot	pay,	working	a	terrible	hardship	on	the	family.	Professing	love,	she	is	really	lusting.Corporations	lust,	one	against	the	other.	Even	nations	lust	against	each	other.But,	by	now,	you	can	make	up	your	own	list	of	the	way	people	either	love	or
lust.	Lust	today	keeps	men	(and	women)	from	maximizing	their	potential.2)	Idolatry.Idolatry	is	a	value	system	that	we	create,	and	in	which	we	esteem	something	to	be	more	worthy	of	our	devotion	than	devotion	to	God.Power,	prestige,	education,	money,	business,	religion,	popularity,	ego,	pornographycan	all	become	idols.Some	men	worship	at	the
shrine	of	their	businesses,	others	at	temples	of	recreation	and	sports.	Still	others	may	bow	at	the	sound	of	the	cash	register.For	some	ministers,	even	their	ministry	can	become	an	idol.	They	become	so	devoted	to	it	that	they	cannot	take	time	to	worship	God,	wait	in	His	presence,	or	spend	time	ministering	to	Him.For	others,	their	television	set	has
become	an	idol.All	pornography	is	idolatrous.	Its	based	upon	mans	ability	to	create	a	fantasy	or	image	in	his	mind	which	satisfies	him,	and	to	which	he	can	devote	himself.I	was	in	Phoenix	and	mentioned	this	one	evening.	A	woman	there	told	me	that	the	soap	operas	on	television	had	become	so	powerful	to	her	that	she	started	a	fantasy	sex	life	which
sometimes	would	occupy	her	for	several	hours.	After	which,	she	was	so	weak	she	could	not	make	supper	for	her	husband.	She	said	it	was	worse	than	alcoholism	to	her.Corporate	life	in	America	today	has	become	idolatrous	in	many	instances.	Men	sacrificing	their	families	for	the	sake	of	the	company.Many	actors	worship	themselves.	Anyone	can	do
that,	but	more	of	them	are	susceptible	to	it	because	of	the	adoration	that	fans	show	them.Idolatry	keeps	men	from	being	maximized	in	their	potential.	Personally,	maritally,	professionally,	spiritually.3)	Fornication.Actually	this	includes	every	kind	of	sex	sin.Sin	is	still	sin.	No	matter	how	you	spell	it.Fornication	is	popular	and	sexual	promiscuity	is
acceptable	everywhere	todayexcept	in	the	Bible.	No	wonder	men	want	to	burn	it,	deny	it,	or	crucify	it.	The	Word	still	sets	the	standard	of	faith,	gives	the	rule	of	conduct,	and	reveals	the	character	of	God.Reading	about	Samson,	King	David,	and	others	in	Scripture	is	in	itself	a	vital	lesson	concerning	the	results	of	sex	sins.	But,	the	roll	call	goes	on
today.	Man	after	man,	who	in	many	areas	of	life	develop	the	potential	of	their	manhood,	are	limited	because	of	their	sex	sins.Both	single	and	married	menyoung	and	oldare	subject	to	the	desires,	appetites,	passions,	and	temptations	that	take	their	toll	and	prohibit	them	from	becoming	what	God	intends	them	to	be.Mens	ministries	are	undeveloped	or
lost.Mens	characters	are	underdeveloped	or	weak.Gods	promise	to	sit	with	Him	on	His	throne	is	given	to	those	called	overcomers.	Overcomers	are	godly	achievers.	Every	man	is	given	opportunity	to	enter	his	Canaan,	to	develop	his	potential	of	manhood	to	the	maximum.When	the	men	of	Israel	committed	fornication,	they	died	in	the	wilderness,	never
seeing	Canaan.	Men	still	die	in	their	wilderness,	bogged	down	in	a	moral	morass,	missing	Gods	best	for	their	lives.It	wasnt	Gods	plan	then	or	now.4)	Tempting	Christ.When	the	crowds	demanded	that	Christ	come	down	from	the	cross,	they	tempted	Him.	Tempting	Christ	is	demanding	that	God	do	what	is	contrary	to	His	will,	or	inconsistent	with	His
character.	Today,	men	still	do	the	same	by	demanding	that	God	provide	some	way	of	salvation	other	than	the	cross.Lying	and	cheating	in	business	and	demanding	that	God	bless	and	prosper	it	is	tempting	Christ.	Men	and	women	pursuing	promiscuity	though	knowing	it	is	wrong,	children	rejecting	the	godly	counsel	of	parents,	congregations
demanding	the	pastor	build	the	church	on	social	programs	rather	than	the	Word	of	God	and	prayer,	or	believers	wanting	to	enjoy	the	benefits	of	salvation	and	the	pleasures	of	sin	at	the	same	timeare	all	tempting	Christ.It	kept	Israel	from	Canaan.Its	keeping	men	from	their	Canaan	today.5)	Murmuring.Murmuring	in	its	simplest	form	is	nothing	more
or	less	than	negative	confession.Complaining,	criticizing,	faultfinding,	rumoringall	and	more	are	classified	as	murmuring.	First	Corinthians,	chapter	five	speaks	of	the	railer,	a	word	we	dont	ordinarily	use	today.	A	railer	is	a	slanderer,	a	blasphemer,	a	reviler,	and	God	requires	us	to	deal	with	them	in	vehemence	and	discipline.How	great	a	matter	a	little
fire	kindleth	(James	3:5).The	tongue	is	like	that.	Small	remarks,	cutting	comments,	sarcastic	jibes,	eventually	create	roaring	bonfires	of	hate,	warfare,	and	enmity.	Consuming	relationships,	it	leaves	nothing	but	embers.Men	murmur	about	their	company	or	boss	at	the	water	cooler,	and	then	complain	because	they	do	not	get	promoted.	They	murmur
against	the	preacher,	and	wonder	why	the	children	dont	respond	to	the	gospel.	They	murmur	against	Gods	Word,	and	then	complain	when	they	dont	see	faith	take	effect	in	their	lives.No	Canaan	there.When	I	saw	these	five	sins,	it	became	glaringly	apparent	that	they	are	still	the	five	root	causes	for	men	living	in	unfulfilled	potential.	They	are	basic	to
all	humanity.God	wants	men	to	enter	into	Canaanthat	place	of	rest,	blessing,	success,	ability,	and	authoritywhere	He	desires	them	to	be.	However,	it	is	obvious	that	men	are	still	wandering	in	a	wilderness,	dying	because	of	sin.	Never	becoming	all	that	God	intended	them	to	be.Five	basic	sins.The	sentence	God	gave	me	on	that	plane	flying	to	the
Oregon	retreat	was	directed	specifically	at	one	of	those	sinsfornication.It	was	powerful	and	had	a	phenomenal	result.Two	hundred	and	sixty-five	men	ran	toward	the	front	of	that	chapel	and	began	to	repent	of	their	sins	with	an	earnest	desire	to	be	fulfilled	in	their	potential	as	men	of	God.	Some	wept	aloud.Wall	to	wall	men	standing	before	God.	So
great	was	the	power	of	God	that	nightnot	one	man	went	away	untouched	or	unchanged.As	you	read	this,	I	make	the	same	command	to	you.	If	you	are	bound	by	any	of	those	sex	sins	in	your	life,	make	this	the	place	for	repentance	and	restoration.	Let	God	do	the	same	thing	in	you	at	this	very	moment	that	He	did	in	the	hearts	of	those	men	that	night.
God	wants	you	to	be	the	person	youve	always	wanted	to	be.Be	a	man.	(Or	woman,	if	you	are	reading	this.)Those	men	are	just	like	yousame	desires,	questions,	problemssame	reasons	for	an	unfulfilled	potential.That	night	I	was	ecstatic.	I	saw	Gods	power	change	men	and	literally	saw	them	grow	in	spirit	before	my	very	eyes.	It	was	incredibly	great.But,
later,	I	ached	for	the	millions	of	others.	I	knew	that	the	troubles	of	Twentieth	Century	man	were	not	limited	to	this	tiny	group,	nor	to	the	next	group	to	whom	I	would	speak.I	knew	countless	other	men	would	never	find	their	way	to	a	retreat,	a	church	service,	a	fellowship	meeting,	or	a	conference.	And	even	as	I	prayed	with	those	men	in	that	little
chapel	in	Oregon,	I	felt	the	Holy	Spirit	prompt	me	to	move	out.	To	declare	Gods	commands	across	the	nation,	to	both	believing	and	non-believing	men	everywhere,	in	their	towns,	cities,	and	communities.It	was	mind-boggling.Yet--I	knew	God	had	prepared	me	for	precisely	this.Chapter	3The	Playboy	ProblemI	have	a	problem,	the	young	lady	said,	a
little	shyly.It	was	the	close	of	a	noon	prayer	meeting	for	the	employees	of	a	large	East	Coast	ministry.	I	had	just	concluded	a	brief	Bible	study	and	dismissed	the	meeting	when	the	girl	drew	me	to	one	side	for	private	prayer.What	is	your	problem?	I	asked.I	have	a	problem,	she	repeated	obliquely.Yes,	I	replied,	wondering	if	she	had	heard	me	correctly,
exactly	what	can	I	agree	with	you	in	prayer	concerning?Her	face	drew	tight	and	tears	welled	up	in	her	eyes.I	dont	really	know,	she	stammered,	biting	her	lip,	but	I	have	a	real	problem.I	tried	to	be	firm	without	being	harsh.	Ours	is	a	God	of	specifics,	not	generalities,	I	told	her.	I	will	be	happy	to	pray	with	you,	but	I	need	to	know	the	nature	of	your
problem	so	I	can	pray	specifically.	Nobody	else	will	know,	just	you	and	me.Well,	I	really	dont	know	what	my	problem	is,	she	responded	in	a	halting	fashion.	But	my	husband	says	I	have	a	problem.I	tried	again.	What	does	your	husband	say	your	problem	is?He	says	I	dont	understand	him,	she	finally	said,	agonizing	over	each	word.What	dont	you
understand?	I	asked.Suddenly,	the	girl	began	to	weep,	bitterly,	from	deep	within.My	husband	keeps	magazines	by	his	side	of	the	bed,	she	gasped	quietly	between	sobs.	Playboy,	and	Penthouse,	and	those	other	magazines.	He	says	he	needs	to	look	at	them	before	he	can	have	sex	with	me.	He	says	he	needs	them	to	stimulate	him.She	squeezed	out	the
sentence,	tears	flowing	down	her	face.I	told	him	he	doesnt	really	need	those	magazines,	but	he	says	I	dont	understand	him.	He	says	if	I	really	loved	him,	then	I	would	understand	why	he	has	to	have	the	magazines,	and	I	would	let	him	get	more	of	them.What	does	your	husband	do	for	a	living?	I	inquired.Hes	a	youth	minister.I	stood	there,	incredulous,
as	I	realized	what	she	was	telling	me.	I	was	listening	to	this	woman	tell	me	that	her	husband	was	a	youth	minister	who	kept	a	pile	of	pornographic	literature	by	his	bed!Your	husband	may	be	a	youth	minister,	I	responded	evenly,	but	he	is	also	a	pornographer.The	girls	head	snapped	to	attention.	It	was	as	if	I	had	slapped	her	solidly	across	the	face.	She
had	never	expected	to	hear	her	husband	described	as	a	pornographer.	And	yet,	his	lifestyle	made	him	exactly	that.In	this	modern	era,	we	dont	have	sins.	We	have	problems.	We	have	psychologized	the	gospel,	and	in	the	process	we	have	eliminated	the	word	sin	from	our	vocabulary.A	woman	came	to	me	once	with	a	sad	story.	Her	husband	had	treated
her	badly	for	years,	and	finally	left	her,	suing	for	divorce.	A	church	member,	a	confessed	Christian	for	many	years,	she	now	found	herself	aloneand	lonely.Responding	to	her	feelings,	she	went	to	a	nearby	city	and	spent	the	weekend	with	a	man.	She	had,	as	she	put	it,	biological	necessities.Do	you	realize	what	you	have	done?	I	demanded	as	she	sat	in
my	office.The	lady	was	taken	aback.	Why,	what	are	you	talking	about?You	are	an	adulteress,	I	said.Her	eyes	opened	wide	and	her	face	flushed	with	shock.	She	was	offended	that	I	had	called	her	an	adulteress.And	yet,	having	committed	adultery,	she	was	an	adulteress.To	her	it	had	not	been	a	sinjust	a	problem	she	had.We	dont	talk	about	sins	today,	we
talk	about	problems.	Problems	are	more	convenient	than	sins	because	we	dont	have	to	do	anything	about	problems.	If	you	only	have	a	problem,	you	can	get	sympathy	for	it,	or	understanding	for	it,	or	professional	help	for	it,	to	name	a	few.	Sins,	on	the	other	hand,	have	to	be	repeated	of,	confessed,	and	forsaken.No	wonder	Freud	wanted	to	get	rid	of
the	word	sin.In	the	process	of	rewriting	Bible	language,	we	have	escaped	a	confrontation	with	our	sins.	But,	without	that	confrontation,	we	dont	do	anything	about	them.	All	problems	in	life	are	somehow	based	on	sin.	That	is	why	man	needs	a	Savior	from	his	sins	as	an	answer	to	his	problems.	God	knew	that.	Thats	why	Jesus	Christ	came	to	die	for	our
sins,	and	be	the	answer	to	all	our	problems.Church	discipline	is	lax,	weak,	or	nonexistent	in	so	much	of	its	life.	The	Apostle	Paul	advocated	discipline.If	anyone	calls	himself	a	brother,	Paul	wrote,	and	maintains	a	lifestyle	or	habitual	pattern	of	sin	dont	keep	company	with	himdont	even	have	lunch	with	him.No	fellowship.But	now	I	have	written	unto	you
not	to	keep	company,	if	any	man	that	is	called	a	brother	be	a	fornicator,	or	covetous,	or	an	idolater,	or	a	railer,	or	a	drunkard,	or	an	extortioner;	with	such	a	one	not	to	eat	(1	Corinthians	5:11).Contrary	to	what	you,	or	anyone	else,	may	think,	this	is	an	act	of	love,	not	of	hate.	You	see,	Gods	ways	are	as	high	above	our	ways	as	the	heavens	are	above	the
earth.Paul	had	the	mind	of	the	Lord	when	he	wrote	those	words.	If	a	person	calling	himself	a	Christian	continues	in	his	sin	with	impunity	and	is	allowed	full	membership	privileges,	he	has	no	incentive	to	confront	and	confess	and	set	aside	his	sin.	Why	should	there	be	any	change?	The	person	has	the	sin	and	still	has	the	acceptance	of	the
believers.Often,	the	person	committing	the	sin	would	rather	admit	that	a	problem	existed,	or	that	he	is	just	unfortunate,	and	will	wail	or	cry	when	dealt	with	in	discipline.Human	sorrow	is	when	we	are	only	sorry	for	getting	caught.	Godly	sorrow	is	when	we	are	sorry	for	the	sin,	and	have	a	desire	to	be	rid	of	it.If	Paul	were	living	in	our	day,	he	would	be
contesting	the	secular	humanists	of	today,	laying	siege	to	the	strongholds	of	modern	thought	that	have	taken	hold	of	our	minds	and	blind	us	to	the	truth.	There	really	are	seducing	spirits	and	doctrines	of	devils.	We	see	them	at	work	in	our	world	today.	We	have	been	seduced	into	thinking	we	have	problems	instead	of	sins.	Our	modern	doctrines,
stemming	from	lives	devoid	of	Gods	life,	tell	us	that	Im	all	right	and	youre	all	right,	rather	than,	all	have	sinned	and	come	short	of	the	glory	of	God...I	went	out	for	coffee	with	an	embattled	pastor.	He	had	nearly	lost	his	church.Choir	members	of	the	congregation	had	known	for	a	long	time	that	the	minister	of	music	had	committed	acts	of
homosexuality.	He	had	been	involved	to	the	extent	that	it	was	known	openly.For	a	long	time,	nobody	said	a	word.	They	were	all	hoping	that	something	would	happen	and	a	change	would	occur.	Finally,	the	secret	leaked	out	and	eventually	was	told	to	the	pastor.	After	much	prayer,	and	diligent	searching	out	of	the	truth,	the	time	came	when	the	pastor
and	music	minister	met	and	confronted	the	issue.	The	music	minister	admitted	everything.You	need	to	do	one	of	two	things,	the	pastor	told	him	directly.	You	must	either	repent	or	resign.The	music	minister	considered	the	choices	and	made	his	calculated	decision.	He	would	do	neither.	Instead,	he	began	to	circulate	among	the	choir	members,	and	then
among	the	other	people	in	the	congregation,	currying	favors.Presently,	a	delegation	of	choir	members	approached	the	pastor.You	dont	understand,	the	spokesman	offered.	He	simply	has	a	problem.	If	we	just	surround	him	with	love	and	understanding,	that	will	help	him,	and	he	will	get	rid	of	it.You	dont	understand,	the	pastor	replied.	If	you	simply
surround	him	with	love	and	understanding,	and	he	doesnt	have	to	repent	of	his	sin,	he	will	never	be	able	to	get	rid	of	it.The	battle	lines	were	drawn.	The	delegation	spread	out	into	the	church,	fanning	the	fires	and	turning	other	church	members	against	the	godly	pastor	whom	they	accused	of	being	unloving.	Uproar	ensued.	A	furious	meeting	was	held,
and	by	divine	intervention	the	godly	pastor	stayed.The	music	minister	left,	together	with	many	sympathizers.	The	church	went	through	a	difficult	period	of	time,	but	God	vindicated	that	godly	pastors	position.	Today	that	church	is	stronger	than	it	was	before	the	crisis.	The	pastor	himself	is	a	stronger	man.Human	wisdom	has	mangled	the	gospel
truth.The	difference	between	human	wisdom	and	divine	wisdom,	when	it	comes	to	sin,	is	that	human	wisdom	wants	to	cover	it	up.	Adam	tried	it	in	the	garden.	First,	it	was	symbolic,	as	he	covered	his	nakedness.	Then,	it	was	more	than	symbolic,	as	he	started	the	process	of	self-justification	by	placing	his	guilt	and	failure	on	Eve	in	order	to	cover	his
sin.Cover	yourselfblame	somebody.That	faulty	human	wisdom	is	still	at	work	today.	Watergate	became	the	classic	modern	example	of	cover-up.	The	weary,	yet	resolute,	pastor	refused	to	allow	human	wisdom,	and	mere	sentimentality,	to	stand	in	the	way	of	divine	rightness.	He	would	not	allow	sin	to	be	covered	up	and	called	a	problem.	Behavioral
psychology	has	no	textbook	adequate	to	deal	with	the	scope	of	human	dilemma.	God	wrote	the	Book	on	salvation	from	sin	long	before	it	became	problem	solving.God	commands	obedience	to	His	Word.	He	does	not	allow	the	fashionable	when	it	violates	His	sovereign	Word.	Our	modern	laissez-faire	attitude	is	not	cute	to	God.	It	is	an	abomination	to
Him,	and	He	commands	usnot	invites,	but	commandsto	repent	and	obey.The	gap	between	human	wisdom	and	divine	wisdom	is	unfathomably	wide.	In	our	fleshly	wisdom	we	have	re-ordered	our	value	system	according	to	our	lusts.	Man	looks	at	his	space	technology,	Nieman	Marcus	suits,	a	pithy	Time	magazine,	and	thinks	he	is	wise.	He	teaches	or	is
taught	philosophies	that	can	only	provide	questions	but	no	answers.	He	espouses	a	science	that	mocks	creation,	yet	is	unable	to	provide	anything	but	an	unproven	theory	for	what	he	believes	about	evolution.Who	is	a	wise	man	and	endued	with	knowledge	among	you?	James	3:13	asks	pointedly.	If	you	have	bitter	envying	and	strife	in	your	hearts,	then
glory	not.Our	troubled	world--filled	with	envy,	strife,	and	difficulty--is	the	product	of	our	own	proud,	worldly	wisdom.Human	wisdom	taught	a	generation	of	world	leaders	to	believe	that	the	deeper	your	debt,	the	better	off	the	economy	will	be.	A	philosophy	that	has	brought	America	to	the	brink	of	economic	ruin.The	sophisticated	spirit	of	the	modern
era	based	on	human	wisdom	brings	discord,	hurt,	and	eventual	ruin.It	is	true	that	since	Eden,	man	has	not	improved	in	his	nature.	He	may	have	more	technical	knowledge,	but	his	nature	is	still	the	same.	Saying	that	humanity	is	improved	because	of	mans	technical	expertise	is	like	saying	a	cannibal	is	better	because	he	has	a	knife	and	fork.But	the
wisdom	that	is	from	above,	James	concludes,	is	first	pure,	then	peaceable,	gentle,	and	easy	to	be	entreated,	full	of	mercy	and	good	fruits,	without	partiality	and	without	hypocrisy.	That	is	divine	wisdom.The	human	wisdom	that	sends	us	out	to	do	our	own	thing	is	not	the	wisdom	that	will	lead	us	into	Canaan	land.	You	can	never	maximize	your	potential
until	you	have	received	Gods	wisdom.Tough,	but	true.The	sweethearts	living	together	out	of	wedlock	are	really	fornicators.The	foul-mouthed	teenager	is	really	a	railer.God	is	no	semantic	masseur.	He	talks	a	mans	language.	Scripture	lays	it	on	the	linesin	is	sin.Talk	is	not	cheap.	It	cost	Jesus	Christ	His	life	for	the	gospel	to	be	preached.	Such	talk	has
eternal	consequences.In	Texas	I	heard	a	story	of	a	Texan	who	died	and	went	to	his	eternal	reward.	Once	inside	the	gate,	he	stood	there,	taking	it	all	in.	The	host	came	to	escort	him	to	his	eternal	abode.The	Texan	turned	to	the	host	and	said,	Pardner,	I	didnt	realize	heaven	was	so	much	like	Texas.	The	host	turned	back	and	replied,	Man,	you	arent	in
heaven.That	back-slapping	story	has	a	chilling	point.	There	will	be	no	sudden	answers	when	the	problem	person	plunges	into	a	Christless	eternity.Sins	will	be	taken	seriously	thenbut	too	late.The	playboy	syndrome,	biological	necessities,	and	homosexual	problems	will	be	no	more.We	must	begin	to	tackle	sin	like	men.Chapter	4Moses	and	the	Ten
InvitationsI	like	men.	I	like	a	mans	man,	I	told	the	congregation.	I	like	men	of	worth,	value,	character.	I	like	real	men.We	were	in	a	meeting	in	Southern	California	years	ago,	and	even	then	I	had	a	vital	interest	in	manhood	and	character	development.	I	was	speaking	to	a	large	audience	of	both	men	and	women.I	dont	like	the	pussyfooting	pipsqueaks
who	tippy	toe	through	the	tulips,	I	said	in	my	most	eloquent	manner.	I	like	men	to	be	men.Suddenly,	I	remembered	that	much	of	that	congregation	was	female,	so	I	sheepishly	shrugged	and	apologized,	Im	sorry	ladies.	I	cant	help	it	...	I	like	men.A	little	gray-haired	lady	in	the	center	of	the	crowd	leaped	briskly	to	her	feet	and	shouted:Amen,	brother,	I
like	them,	too.The	place	exploded	with	laughter.Unfortunately,	the	affection	that	men	and	women	have	for	each	other	can	take	a	variety	of	forms.	What	each	may	like	in	a	general	sense	at	the	altar,	they	may	find	unlikable	when	the	pressures	of	life	come.Pressure	magnifies	problems.The	modern	method	is	to	say	goodbye	when	the	pressure	mounts.
The	modern	trend	is	to	escape,	to	shrug	at	scriptural	imperatives	and	say,	Better	luck	next	time.I	can	recall	years	ago	when	Dr.	Leland	Keys	spoke	about	the	easy	dissolution	of	marriage	in	our	society.	A	Christian	couple,	he	said,	were	suing	for	divorce	based	on	incompatibility:	he	lost	his	income	and	she	lost	her	patability.But,	Gods	commandments
are	absolutes.God	commands	us	to	love.Our	modern	age	mistakes	lust	for	love;	it	relegates	love	to	a	glandular	function,	a	reaction	to	the	angle	of	a	neckline	or	the	height	of	a	skirt.	Not	all	of	passion	is	love	and	not	all	of	love	is	passion.According	to	God,	love	is	not	a	feeling.	Sometimes	it	doesnt	even	feel	good.	But,	real	love	is	always	good.Love	centers
in	the	will.	That	is	why	love	can	be	commanded	and	why	God	can	command	love.The	American	male,	to	a	great	extent	today,	flees	from	commandments.	Or	rebels.	Numberless	times	I	have	listened	to	either	men	or	women	tell	me	of	their	inability	to	love,	saying,	I	cant	love	anymore.	I	just	cant	feel	anything.	Not	true!God	commands	us	to	love.	And	He
gives	us	the	ways	to	accomplish	it.	His	ways.When	Gods	love	is	placed	in	our	hearts	by	the	Holy	Spirit,	real	love	is	known.	By	yielding	your	will	to	the	will	of	God,	and	allowing	the	Holy	Spirit	to	bring	Gods	love	into	your	relationship,	you	can	love.	Why?	Because	God	commands	it.I	was	standing	in	front	of	a	table	at	the	end	of	a	meeting	when	an
exuberant	couple	greeted	me.	Arm	interlocked,	occasionally	smiling	at	each	other,	the	husband	told	me	of	the	miracle	in	their	lives.If	you	ever	want	anyone	to	confirm	what	you	said	about	God	giving	love,	just	call	us,	he	said.	We	are	a	miracle	marriage.	For	years	I	made	my	wifes	life	a	hell	on	earth.	Unfaithful,	inconsiderate,	dictatorial,	selfish,	all	I
wanted	was	for	her	to	do	what	was	necessary	for	me	to	enjoy	life.Oh,	I	led	the	choir,	we	went	to	church,	and	everyone	saw	us	as	a	fine	familybut	no	one	knew	me	privately.	Not	even	she	did.	I	was	a	first	rate	hypocrite	for	years.All	she	knew	was	that	she	had	come	to	the	end	of	her	rope	and	was	leaving	me.	Thats	when	I	awoke	to	how	and	what	I
was.Then	I	changed.	Or	rather,	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ	changed	me.	When	I	confessed	what	I	was	and	how	I	was	living,	and	genuinely	repented	with	godly	sorrow,	God	heard	my	prayer	and	changed	me.But	by	then,	my	wife	didnt	want	me.	She	said	whatever	love	she	had	was	dead,	and	she	could	never	love	me	again.	I	knew	she	believed	that,	but	I	was
believing	in	a	God	of	miracles.	So	I	prayed	and	began	to	love	her	in	my	heart,	and	to	court	her	as	I	had	at	the	first.	Only	this	time,	the	Lord	helped	me.	Eventually,	she	agreed	to	try	the	marriage	again,	because	divorce	was	against	everything	she	believed.Together	we	began	to	pray,	talkand	I	loved	her.	You	know,	today	we	love	each	other	as	we	never
did	before.	I	have	such	a	genuine	appreciation	for	God.	He	really	can	make	that	which	is	dead	live	again.	You	tell	the	world	that	if	God	did	it	for	us,	He	can	do	it	for	them.That	was	in	a	mens	meeting	in	Thousand	Oaks,	California.	That	couple	is	still	in	the	area.	And	they	are	telling	everyone	who	will	listen	that	God	is	a	God	of	the	miraculous!God
commands	us	to	repent.I	was	a	guest	on	a	local	Christian	talk	show	some	time	ago.	During	the	show,	I	was	explaining	to	the	host	and	co-host	that	the	Lord	had	impressed	me	to	command	men	to	repent.There	was	a	pause	for	a	station	break.	The	co-host	leaned	toward	me	and,	with	our	microphones	dead,	said,	No,	no,	no!	We	command	Christians,	but
invite	sinners.No,	no,	no,	I	responded,	Acts	seventeen	says	that	God	now	commandeth	all	men	everywhere	to	repent.There	is	a	key	difference	between	a	command	and	an	invitation.If	I	give	you	an	invitation,	you	have	an	option.	You	can	either	receive	it	or	reject	it.	But	if	I	command	you,	you	have	no	option.	You	either	obey	or	rebel.God	didnt	take
Moses	up	on	the	mountain	and	give	him	a	list	of	Ten	Invitations.	God	gave	commandments.In	the	psychologizing	of	our	gospel	in	the	modern	pulpit,	we	have	been	taught	to	invite	people	to	accept	Jesus.	Given	the	option,	they	reject	it.Its	like	the	bumper	sticker	that	says,	Try	Jesus.Thats	like	saying,	Try	it,	youll	like	it.	You	may	do	it	with	peanut	butter,
asparagus,	or	spinachbut	not	with	God.	God	doesnt	command	anyone	to	like	him.	God	says	love.What	an	arrogant	attitude.	Its	as	if	they	were	really	saying,	Ill	try	this	Savior	Jesus,	and	if	I	dont	like	Him,	Ill	try	another	savior.	Or,	Ill	try	this	marriage,	and	if	it	doesnt	work,	Ill	try	another.	As	if	either	God	or	marriage	can	be	tried	on	like	a	new	suit	or
dress.	What	gall.	How	nauseous.Who	do	such	people	think	God	is?	Some	doddering	old	deity	sitting	on	the	front	porch	of	a	celestial	shack,	rocking	away	the	eons,	letting	the	world	do	wheelies	around	the	sun?God	created	this	whole	thing,	including	you	and	me,	and	by	His	active	Presence	He	sustains	it	all.	God	is	all	Powerful,	all	Knowing,	all
Seeing.We	are	not	invited	to	obey	God.We	are	commanded	to	obey.By	Him.The	Holy	Spirit	doesnt	come	sidling	up	to	some	person	and	ask,	Will	you	please	obey	me	today?When	a	man	obeys	God	he	maximizes	his	manhood.God	maximizes	a	mans	personality,	talent,	and	character.Satan	is	a	usurper.	He	comes	only	to	steal,	kill,	and	destroy.	Satan	and
sin	will	rob	you	of	your	personality;	you	can	see	it	in	every	addict.	Satan	will	steal	your	character;	God	will	maximize	it.	Satan	plunders;	God	empowers	and	ennobles.Obedience	to	Gods	commands	brings	peace.Peace	is	heavenly.	Only	obedience	can	bring	peace.	Disobedience	shatters	the	peace.	Thats	why	no	disobedient	spirit	will	ever	get	to	heaven.
Just	one	person	with	a	disobedient	spirit,	and	the	peace	would	be	broken.	There	was	oneLucifer.	God	expelled	him.	There	will	never	be	another.	Not	Lucifernot	younot	anyone.Obedience	to	Gods	commands	brings	peace.Two	of	my	dearest	friends	live	in	California.	Steve	and	his	wife,	Gail,	are	precious.	Their	home	is	peaceful,	joyous,	and	filled	with
love.	It	wasnt	always	that	way,	though.I	became	acquainted	with	Steve	when	he	and	his	best	friend	came	to	my	door	to	sell	insurance.	Instead,	we	talked	of	the	blessings	of	the	Lord	Jesus.	As	a	result,	they	began	to	attend	the	church	I	was	pastoring	many	years	ago.During	one	daughters	serious	illness,	Steve	prayed	and	saw	her	healed.	From	then
until	now	he	has	had	a	deep	abiding	love	for	Godall	except	once.	That	almost	cost	him	his	marriage,	family,	professionand	soul.Steve	worked	in	an	office	where	flirtation	among	the	office	force	was	a	daily	ritual.	The	women	working	there	seemed	to	expect	it,	and	the	men	fulfilled	their	expectations.	But	Steve	became	more	than	flirtatious.	What	started
as	flirtation	became	dating,	then	petting,	and	finally	adultery.Unable	to	live	with	his	conscience,	he	made	the	decision	to	leave	his	wife	and	family,	and	live	the	sensuous,	glamorous	life.	He	moved	into	an	apartment,	and	his	girlfriend	moved	in	with	him.Stolen	waters	are	sweet,	bread	eaten	in	secret	is	pleasant,	but	he	knoweth	not	that	her	guests	are
in	the	depths	of	hell,	says	the	Proverb.Steve	lost	his	peace	of	heart.Gail	and	her	daughters	were	devastated.	Long	nights	of	tearful	introspection	of	what	went	wrong,	where	the	mistakes	had	been	made,	how	it	could	have	happened.	No	peace.	Not	in	him,	her,	the	girls,	or	anywhere.Disobedience	brought	confusion,	pain,	and	suffering.	It	dispelled	all
peace.But	Gail	knew	God.	She	trusted	Gods	Word.	Her	faith	was	unshakable.	Indefatigable.	So,	during	those	agonizing	days,	she	spent	hours	in	counseling	and	prayer.	Looking	into	Gods	Word,	not	only	to	find	His	promise	for	Steves	recovery,	but	for	the	changes	necessary	in	her	so	she	could	love,	forgive,	and	find	reconciliation.	She	was	a	real
woman.The	day	came	when	Steve	was	arrested	for	drunken	driving.	In	jaillike	the	prodigal	son	Jesus	talked	aboutSteve	came	to	himself.	With	deep	contrition	of	heart,	and	genuine	sorrow	for	his	sin,	he	cried	from	his	heart	and	his	cell.God	heard	that	cryand	forgave	Steve.	Upon	discharge,	Steve	went	to	his	wife	to	ask	forgiveness	and	to	be	restored	to
his	homeand	bed.	It	was	not	easy	for	either	of	them.	They	both	had	to	talk	and	pray	through	his	guilt	and	her	jealousy,	but	they	did	it.	And	their	home	was	filled	with	the	peace	of	God.In	their	home	today,	it	is	as	if	it	never	happened.	That	is	why	I	changed	their	names	in	this	story.	And	I	still	visit	them,	love	them,	and	appreciate	being	around
them.Andoh,	yesyou	would	be	surprised	at	the	number	of	people	they	have	helped,	encouraged,	and	brought	to	reconciliation.God	commands	confession.Confession	to	get	rid	of	sin,	and	confession	to	put	on	righteousness.	Repentance	from	sin,	and	faith	toward	God	is	the	balance.Unconfessed	sin	is	unforgiven	sin.Sin	can	only	come	out	of	the	life
through	the	mouth.My	friend	Campbell	McAlpine	said	that	and	its	truth	has	stuck	with	me.In	dealing	with	men	in	the	rallies	and	seminars,	it	is	also	important	that	they	know	that	forgiveness	is	not	enough;	there	needs	to	be	cleansing,	too.If	we	confess	our	sins,	He	is	faithful	and	just	to	forgive	us	our	sins,	and	to	cleanse	us	from	all	unrighteousness.So
often	I	have	seen	men	repent	of	sin,	and	feel	a	real	sense	of	forgiveness.	They	leave	the	place	of	prayer	satisfied	with	their	spiritual	conditiononly	to	find	themselves	repeating	the	same	sin,	and	then	needing	the	same	forgiveness.	Gods	way	is	to	forgive	usthen	cleanse	us	so	we	wont	continue	in	the	habit	pattern	of	besetting	sin.	Freed	from	it.People
are	looking	for	truth.	Theyre	looking	for	reality.Truth	and	reality	are	synonymous.Deal	with	people	in	truth	and	you	deal	with	reality.	Speaking	the	truth	isnt	even	enough	though.	Truth	must	be	spoken	in	love.Ive	met	scores	of	people	who	think	they	are	doing	right	by	being	very	outspoken.	Then	they	put	a	veneer	of	respectability	on	what	they	say	by
commenting,	Well,	I	believe	in	telling	the	truth.	You	will	always	know	what	I	think.	Sometimes	I	want	to	say,	Who	cares?	Most	of	those	kinds	of	people	may	speak	the	truth,	but	more	often	than	not,	it	is	not	in	love.On	the	other	hand,	some	people	are	afraid	of	the	truth.	They	are	afraid	of	hurting	others	or	losing	their	love.	They	dont	realize	that	truth,
spoken	in	love,	is	the	only	way	to	show	real	love.I	call	this	kind	of	backwards	lovingbest	affections.Let	me	illustrate.If	I	am	preaching	and	someone	hands	me	a	note	in	the	middle	of	the	sermon,	and	the	note	says	that	one	of	the	members	house	is	burning	downat	that	very	momentwhat	should	I	do?	That	person	is	in	danger	of	losing	everything.	But,	if	I
interrupt	my	sermon	and	tell	him	about	it,	I	am	going	to	upset	him	and	possibly	make	him	feel	bad.	It	might	even	hurt	him.	Because	I	do	not	want	him	to	be	distressed,	hurt,	or	upset,	I	withhold	the	information.Later,	after	church,	the	frantic	parishioner	comes	crying,	My	house	burned	down!Yes,	I	respond,	I	know.The	harried	parishioner	looks	wide-
eyed	at	me.	You	know?Sure,	I	state.	Remember	the	note	that	was	handed	to	me	in	the	middle	of	the	sermon?	It	said	your	house	was	on	fire.Why	didnt	you	tell	me?And	my	simple	replyI	didnt	want	to	tell	you	because	I	knew	it	would	make	you	feel	bad.Ridiculous.	Yet,	we	see	it	being	done	every	day.The	mother	who	wants	the	best	for	her	child,	yet	ruins
the	child	by	means	of	best	affections.	Stage	mothers	are	like	that.	Also	mothers-in-law	try	to	help	their	children,	but	can	destroy	their	marriages	by	means	of	best	affections.Pastors	love	their	congregations.	But	they	can	be	so	solicitous	and	careful	not	to	let	anything	happen	without	their	approval	that	they	destroy	their	churches	by	means	of	best
affections.How	utterly	stupid.	Yet,	how	many	people	are	going	without	hearing	the	Word	of	God	because	someone	doesnt	want	to	make	them	feel	bad,	or	cause	them	to	be	upset,	by	talking	about	sin	and	hell.I	shall	never	forget	when	this	was	brought	home	to	me	so	forcefully.It	was	in	the	Bay	Area	of	Texas.	The	pastor	with	whom	I	was	ministering
took	me	to	visit	the	home	of	a	woman	dying	of	cancer.	Her	husband	was	a	riverboat	captain,	a	huge	man,	an	intimidating	physical	presence.	He	took	a	leave	of	absence,	borrowed	money,	and	spent	all	his	time	at	his	wifes	side	ministering	to	her	with	tenderness,	love,	and	compassion.	He	stayed	with	her	night	and	day,	devoted	because	of	his	great	love
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