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For other uses, see Como (disambiguation). Como (Italian: ['ko:mo] ,[3][4] locally ['ko:mo] ;[3] Comasco: Comm ['kom],[5] Cémm ['kom] or Cimm ['kum];[6] Latin: Novum Comum) is a city and comune (municipality) in Lombardy, Italy. It is the administrative capital of the Province of Como. Nestled at the southwestern branch of the picturesque Lake
Como, the city is a renowned tourist destination, celebrated for its stunning landscapes, artistic heritage, and cultural significance.[7] Como Comm (Lombard)ComuneCitta di ComoView of Como from Baradello Castle FlagCoat of armsLocation of Como ComoLocation of Como in LombardyShow map of ItalyComoComo (Lombardy)Show map of
LombardyCoordinates: 45°49'0"N 9°5'0"E / 45.81667°N 9.08333°E / 45.81667; 9.08333CountryltalyRegionLombardyProvinceComo (CO)Roman foundation196 BCFrazioniAlbate, Borghi, Breccia, Camerlata, Camnago Volta, Civiglio, Garzola, Lora, Monte Olimpino, Muggio, Ponte Chiasso, Prestino, Rebbio, Sagnino,
TavernolaGovernment * MayorAlessandro Rapinese (since 27 June 2022) (Ind.)Area[1] * Total37.14 km2 (14.34 sq mi)Elevation201 m (659 ft)Population (31 October 2022)[2] * Total84,250 ¢ Density2,300/km2 (5,900/sq mi)DemonymComaschiTime zoneUTC+1 (CET) ¢ Summer (DST)UTC+2 (CEST)Postal code22100Dialing code031Patron saintSaint
AbbondioSaint day31 AugustWebsiteOfficial website Como and its lake Life Electric, by Daniel Libeskind, to celebrate scientist Alessandro Volta (2015) Its prime location on the shores of Lake Como and its proximity to the majestic Alps has made Como a popular destination for tourists. The city boasts a rich collection of art, religious sites, verdant
gardens, museums, theatres, public parks, and opulent palaces, including the iconic Duomo, seat of the Diocese of Como; the Basilica of Sant'Abbondio; Villa Olmo; the public gardens with the Tempio Voltiano; the Teatro Sociale; the Broletto, the city's medieval town hall; and the 20th-century Casa del Fascio, a landmark of modernist architecture.[8]
Como has been the birthplace of numerous notable historical figures, including the Roman poet Caecilius, mentioned by Catullus in the 1st century BC,[9][10] the celebrated writers Pliny the Elder and Pliny the Younger, Pope Innocent XI, the pioneering scientist Alessandro Volta, inventor of the electric battery,[11] Cosima Liszt, daughter of Franz
Liszt and wife of Richard Wagner, and Antonio Sant'Elia, a futurist architect and key figure in the modern architectural movement. City and Lake Como, a painting by Jean-Baptiste-Camille Corot, 1834 The hills surrounding modern Como have been inhabited since the Iron Age, originally by the Celtic Orobii tribe. These people, according to Pliny the
Elder and contemporary scholars, had connections with the Ancient Ligurians,[12][13] a group culturally similar to the Celts. Settlement remains can still be found on the wooded hills southwest of the city, particularly in the Rebbio district. The Breccia and Prestino areas, along with neighboring San Fermo della Battaglia and Cavallasca, also show
evidence of the Golasecca culture,[13] dating back to the Iron Age. Later, a second Celtic migration brought Gaulish tribes, notably the Insubres, to the Como region.[14] Around the 1st century BC, the Romans asserted their dominance over the territory. Although the original settlement was located in the hills, Julius Caesar ordered the town moved
to its present lakeside location. He directed the draining of the marsh near the lake's southern tip and implemented a typical Roman grid plan for the walled city, with streets intersecting at right angles. The newly established town, named Novum Comum, was granted the status of municipium, a self-governing Roman city. In a significant
archaeological find in September 2018, hundreds of gold coins dating to 474 AD were discovered in the basement of the former Cressoni Theater. These coins, minted during the reigns of Roman Emperors Honorius and others, were contained in a two-handled soapstone amphora, providing valuable insights into the late Roman era in the region.[15]
Following the fall of the Western Roman Empire, Como's history mirrored that of Lombardy, experiencing periods of control by the Goths, Byzantines, and later the Langobards. The Langobards, a Germanic people originating from Scandinavia, profoundly impacted the region after their arrival in the Po Valley in 568 AD under King Alboin. They
established the Lombard Kingdom, initially encompassing Northern Italy and later expanding to include Tuscany and parts of Southern Italy. Under Lombard rule, Como prospered, largely due to the reconstruction of Queen Theudelind's road, a crucial trade route connecting Germany and the Italian Peninsula, enhancing Como's strategic and
commercial importance.[16] In 774, Como surrendered to the invading Franks led by Charlemagne, becoming a significant center for trade.[17][18] The Commune of Como emerged in the 11th century, evolving from an association of prominent families bound by treaty and oath. This communal structure, initially exclusive to noble families, broadened
over time to include all free male citizens, strengthening Como's political independence and the authority of its bishop. The bishop became the de facto leader, while a citizen assembly convened in the "Broletto" (Town Hall), initially composed of nobles and later including representatives from guilds. The Commune established its own laws governing
various aspects of urban life, from commerce and agriculture to law enforcement and taxation.[19] The Commune's territory encompassed the entire Diocese of Como, extending beyond the city itself to include a vast area including much of the modern Province of Como, Canton Ticino, and parts of Valtellina.[20][21] Strategically positioned on Lake
Como and benefiting from the Road of Queen Theudelind, Como rapidly grew into a wealthy and influential town.[22] This prosperity, however, led to rivalry with Milan. Milan's expansionist ambitions culminated in the Decennial War between Como and Milan (1118-1127). Despite initial Comaschi successes, Milan ultimately triumphed, devastating
Como in 1127, sparing only churches.[23] Despite this setback, Como's fortunes were revived by Frederick Barbarossa, who restored its independence and supported the rebuilding of its defenses, including town walls and the Baradello castle.[24] Como remained aligned with the Ghibellines, even as other Lombard communes formed the pro-papal
Lombard League. Emperor Frederick I formally recognized the Commune of Como in 1175, granting it significant autonomy.[25] The Ghibelline Rusca family rose to prominence in Como during the 13th and 14th centuries, vying for power with the Vitani family. They briefly established a lordship over Como and its territories, but ultimately, in 1335,
Milan, under Azzone Visconti, reasserted control, annexing Como to the Duchy of Milan. Brief periods of independence followed, including the establishment of the "Republic of Saint Abundius" in 1447, but by 1450, Como was definitively incorporated into the Duchy of Milan under Francesco Sforza.[17] Subsequently, Como's history was intertwined
with the Duchy of Milan, experiencing French invasion, Spanish rule, and Austrian control until the Napoleonic era. Napoleon's rule lasted until 1815, after which Austrian dominion was reinstated following the Congress of Vienna. By 1848, Como's population reached 16,000.[26] In 1859, with Giuseppe Garibaldi's arrival, Como became part of the
newly unified Kingdom of Italy. In the 20th century, Como witnessed a significant historical event at the end of World War II. Benito Mussolini, attempting to escape to Switzerland, was captured and executed by partisans in Giulino di Mezzegra, near Lake Como. In the 21st century, Como remains a vital city in Lombardy, economically linked to Milan
and increasingly reliant on tourism. Como is strategically located at the southern end of the southwestern arm of Lake Como, approximately 40 kilometres (25 mi) north of Milan. The city shares borders with Switzerland, specifically the Swiss communes of Chiasso and Vacallo, and the Italian comune of Blevio, Brunate, and several others. Major
nearby cities include Varese, Lecco, and Lugano. The picturesque lakefront of Como Como Main Town buildings decorated with light show in December 2017 Como Climate chart (explanation) JFMAMJJASOND 79 6-2 74 8-1 109 134 157 177 201 2312 175 2716 137 3019 173 2919 160 2313
147 199 127 124 66 9 2] Average max. and min. temperatures in °C [ Precipitation totals in mm Imperial conversion JFMAMJJASOND 3.1 4328 2.9 4630 43 5539 62 6345 7.9 7354 69 8161 54 8666 6.8 8466 6.3 7355 58 6648 5 5439 26 4836 []Average max. and
min. temperatures in °F ] Precipitation totals in inches According to the Képpen climate classification, Como experiences a humid subtropical climate (Cfa). Historically, winters were colder with average daily temperatures often below freezing.[27] While occasional frosts from the Siberian Anticyclone still occur, global warming has led to a gradual
increase in average winter temperatures since the start of the 21st century, with a record high of 21 degrees Celsius (70 °F) recorded on January 27, 2024.[28][29] Spring and autumn are generally mild and pleasant, while summers can be hot and humid. Strong winds are rare, though sudden foehn winds can occur. Air pollution can be a concern in
winter due to cold air trapping pollutants. Rainfall is more frequent in spring, while summers are prone to thunderstorms and occasional violent hailstorms.[30] Climate data for Como Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Year Record high °C (°F) 21(70) 22(72) 24(75) 26(79) 31(88) 37(99) 38(100) 37(99) 31(88) 25(77) 22(72)
21(70) 38(100) Mean daily maximum °C (°F) 6(43) 8(46) 13(55) 17(63) 23(73) 27(81) 30(86) 29(84) 23(73) 19(66) 12(54) 9(48) 18(64) Mean daily minimum °C (°F) —2(28) —1(30) 4(39) 7(45) 12(54) 16(61) 19(66) 19(66) 13(55) 9(48) 4(39) 2(36) 9(47) Record low °C (°F) —18(0) —16(3) —11(12) —5(23) —1(30) 3(37) 7(45) 5(41) 4(39) —3(27) —9(16)
—10(14) —18(0) Average precipitation mm (inches) 79(3.1) 74(2.9) 109(4.3) 157(6.2) 201(7.9) 175(6.9) 137(5.4) 173(6.8) 160(6.3) 147(5.8) 127(5.0) 66(2.6) 1,605(63.2) Average precipitation days 9 8 10 12 1311 898 10 11 9 118 Average relative humidity (%) (daily average) 84 76 69 74 72 71 73 72 74 81 85 86 76 Mean monthly sunshine hours 59
97 151 176 209 242 285 253 187 129 65 58 1,911 Average ultraviolet index 1235788 753 2 1 4 Source 1: [31] Source 2: [32] The legislative body of Como is the City Council (Consiglio Comunale), composed of 32 councillors elected every five years through a proportional system, coinciding with the mayoral elections. The executive branch is the
City Committee (Giunta Comunale), comprising 9 assessori (city ministers), each overseeing a specific department. The assessori are nominated and presided over by the directly elected Mayor (Sindaco). Since June 27, 2022, Alessandro Rapinese, an independent candidate leading the "Rapinese Sindaco" alliance, has served as the Mayor of Como.
See also: List of mayors of Como Administrative subdivisions of Como's frazioni Administratively, Como is divided into nine frazioni (roughly equivalent to wards or districts): Albate - Muggio - Acquanera Lora Prestino - Camerlata - Breccia - Rebbio Camnago Volta City Center - West Como Borghi North Como - East Como Monte Olimpino - Ponte
Chiasso - Sagnino - Tavernola Garzola - Civiglio Further information: List of buildings and structures in Como Como's urban landscape is enriched by a diverse array of significant landmarks, reflecting its historical, artistic, and cultural heritage. The majestic facade of Como's Duomo (Cathedral) Villa Olmo's park with the Cathedral in the distance
The apse of San Fedele Church, showcasing Romanesque architecture The English gardens of Villa Olmo, designed in Neoclassical style Cathedral as seen from across the lakeside, reflecting in the water The tranquil inner courtyard of the Basilica of Sant'Abbondio Como Cathedral (Duomo): A masterpiece of Gothic and Renaissance architecture,
the Duomo's construction spanned centuries, resulting in a stunning blend of styles. Its notable features include the 15th-century facade, the Rococo dome by Filippo Juvarra, and an interior adorned with 16th-century tapestries and paintings by renowned artists.[33] Basilica di San Fedele: A significant example of Romanesque architecture, San
Fedele Basilica is known for its medieval carvings, particularly on the Door of St. Fedele, and its historical importance as one of Como's oldest churches.[34] Sant'Agostino: Originally built in the 14th century by Cistercian monks, Sant'Agostino church showcases a blend of architectural styles, with a predominantly Baroque interior and a cloister
adorned with 15th-17th-century frescoes.[35] Basilica of Sant'Abbondio: A Romanesque basilica of significant historical and artistic value, Sant'Abbondio features a spacious interior with a nave and four aisles, housing 11th-century paintings and 14th-century frescoes.[36] San Carpoforo: Believed to be built upon the site of a Roman temple dedicated
to Mercury, San Carpoforo is an 11th-century church with a 12th-century apse and crypt, traditionally considered the burial place of Saint Carpophorus and other local martyrs.[37] Cathedral illuminated at night during Como's light festival in December 2017 The Broletto' : Como's ancient town hall, a historic civic building reflecting the city's
medieval past. Casa del Fascio: A renowned masterpiece designed by architect Giuseppe Terragni, considered a seminal example of modern European architecture.[38] Monumento ai caduti: A war memorial designed by Giuseppe Terragni, commemorating Como's fallen soldiers. Teatro Sociale: A historic theatre built in 1813 by Giuseppe Cusi, still
active as a venue for opera and theatrical performances.[39] Villa Olmo: A grand Neoclassical villa built in the late 18th century, Villa Olmo has hosted numerous historical figures and now serves as a prominent exhibition center and event space.[40] Monumental Fountain (Volta's Fountain): A modern monument dedicated to Alessandro Volta's
invention, designed by Carlo Cattaneo and Mario Radice, located in Camerlata Square. Medieval City Walls: The remnants of Como's ancient defensive walls, offering a glimpse into the city's fortified past. Tempio Voltiano: A museum dedicated to Alessandro Volta, showcasing his life, inventions, and contributions to the field of electricity.[41] Life
Electric: A contemporary sculpture by Daniel Libeskind, situated on the lakefront, representing modern art in Como. Castello Baradello: A medieval castle perched on a hill overlooking Como, offering panoramic views and representing the remains of Frederick Barbarossa's 12th-century fortifications.[42] Historically, Como's economy was heavily
reliant on industry, particularly its world-renowned silk production. In the early 1970s, Como's silk output surpassed that of China and Japan, establishing it as a global silk manufacturing hub.[43][44] However, increased competition from Asian producers since the mid-1990s significantly reduced profit margins, leading to the closure of many small
and medium-sized silk firms. As a result, manufacturing is no longer the dominant economic force. Como has become increasingly integrated into the Milan metropolitan area, with a significant portion of its workforce employed in the service industry. Many residents also commute to Swiss towns like Lugano and Mendrisio for employment in industry,
healthcare, and hospitality, attracted by higher wages in Switzerland despite the daily commute.[45] Since the late 1990s, tourism has become increasingly vital to Como's economy. Local businesses have shifted towards catering to tourists, with a proliferation of bars, restaurants, and hotels. In 2023, Como welcomed approximately 400,000
overnight visitors, establishing itself as a leading tourist destination in Lombardy.[46] The city and Lake Como's popularity as filming locations for feature films, along with celebrity residents, has further boosted international tourism, making Como a sought-after destination since the early 2000s.[47] Historical populationYearPop.+%186131,260
— 187133,369+6.7%188136,183+8.4%190143,7144+20.8%191150,203+14.8%192153,767+7.1%193160,128+11.8%193662,415+3.8%195170,447+12.9%196181,983+16.4%197197,996+19.5%198195,571-2.5%199187,059-8.9%200178,680—9.6%201182,045+4.3%202183,361+1.6%Source: ISTATComo's population grew steadily, reaching a
peak of nearly 100,000 in the 1970s, coinciding with the peak of its manufacturing sector, particularly silk production. However, with the decline of manufacturing, the population decreased by approximately 20,000 until the early 21st century. Since then, the city's population has grown again, adding over six thousand residents, largely due to
increased immigration from Asia, Eastern Europe, and North Africa. As of January 2023, the population was 83,700, with 12,000 (14%) being resident aliens. The population distribution by origin is as follows:[48] Pos. Origin % 1 Italy 86% 2 Europe 5.3% 3 Asia 4.1% 4 Africa 2.8% 5 America 1.8% 6 Oceania 0.02% Top 20 nationalities of resident
aliens: Pos. Citizenship Residents 1 Philippines 1155 2 Romania 947 3 Sri Lanka 791 4 Turkey 656 5 Albania 604 6 Ukraine 578 7 El Salvador 545 8 Nigeria 498 9 China 470 10 Tunisia 426 11 Pakistan 411 12 Morocco 364 13 Bangladesh 313 14 Ecuador 301 15 Peru 234 16 Ghana 233 17 Russia 214 18 Egypt 168 19 United
Kingdom 164 20 Kosovo 151 Como is home to a diverse range of museums and cultural institutions, offering insights into its history, art, and industry: Museo Archeologico "P. Giovio": Dedicated to local archaeology, the museum showcases artifacts from prehistoric times to the Roman era, providing a comprehensive overview of Como's ancient past.
[49] Garibaldi Museum (Como): This museum commemorates the life and achievements of Giuseppe Garibaldi, a key figure in the Italian Risorgimento, with exhibits detailing his campaigns and legacy.[50] Tempio Voltiano: A neoclassical temple-like structure housing a museum dedicated to Alessandro Volta, displaying original instruments and
exhibits related to his groundbreaking work in electricity.[41] Villa Olmo: Beyond its architectural significance, Villa Olmo serves as a cultural hub, hosting temporary art exhibitions, concerts, and other cultural events throughout the year.[51] Museo Didattico Della Seta: The Educational Silk Museum offers a fascinating journey through the history of
Como's silk industry, showcasing the techniques, tools, and artistry involved in silk production.[52] Museo Liceo classico "A. Volta": Located within the historic Liceo Classico "A. Volta" high school, this science museum features a collection of scientific instruments and exhibits primarily focused on physics and natural sciences, used for educational
purposes and public viewing.[53] Pinacoteca Civica: Como's Civic Art Gallery, housed in the elegant Palazzo Volpi, features a diverse collection of paintings and artworks spanning from the Carolingian period to contemporary art, representing various artistic movements and styles.[54] Como's cuisine reflects Lombard traditions, with Polenta being a
prominent dish, particularly during the colder months. This versatile dish, made from corn and buckwheat flour, is typically served with hearty accompaniments like meat, game, cheese, or local fish. A regional specialty is Polenta e Misultin, featuring grilled Alosa agone (a local lake fish) served alongside polenta.[55] Another local culinary highlight is
Risotto con Filetti di Pesce Persico or Risotto al Pesce Persico, a delicate risotto featuring fillets of perch, a fish native to Lake Como. This dish is typically prepared with white wine, onions, and butter, creating a flavorful and representative local specialty.[56] The annual Palio del Baradello medieval festival is a significant cultural event in Como,
bringing the city's history to life. Held annually, the Palio commemorates the events of 1159 when Como allied with Holy Roman Emperor Frederick Barbarossa.[57] The festival recreates the historical context of Frederick Barbarossa's alliance with Como against Milan and other Lombard communes in the 12th century. Actors portray key historical
figures such as Frederick Barbarossa, Henry the Lion, and Beatrice of Burgundy, while citizens don medieval costumes and participate in historical reenactments. The city is divided into its historical "Borghi" (wards), which compete in various medieval-themed games and contests throughout the festival.[58] The Palio culminates in a grand parade
through Como, with participants in medieval attire, accompanied by animals, wagons, and siege engine replicas, creating a vibrant spectacle that attracts both locals and tourists. Participants dressed in medieval clothing for the Palio di Como festival The final day parade of the Palio di Como Medieval Festival Como's heraldic achievement features a
white cross on a red field, a symbol historically associated with the Ghibelline faction, representing the city's political allegiances in the medieval era. The earliest documented use of this emblem dates back to the 12th-century War between Como and Milan. The motto "LIBERTAS" (Freedom) was later added, believed to commemorate Como's periods
of independence, particularly during the reign of Frederick Barbarossa. The crown atop the coat of arms, featuring five points and gemstones, was officially incorporated in 1819, when Como was designated a "Royal Town" by Emperor Francis I of Austria.[59] Como's historical flag features the Cross of Saint John - a white cross on a red field -
reflecting its ancient civic symbolism. A later iteration of the flag incorporated the motto "LIBERTAS" in the lower right corner, mirroring the heraldic achievement. This flag, a symbol of Como's historical identity and aspirations for freedom, is still displayed at the town hall (Palazzo Cernezzi). Flag of Como featuring the motto "LIBERTAS"' Como is
well-connected by rail, with the Servizio Ferroviario Regionale (Regional Railway Service) providing frequent train services to other major cities in Lombardy, operated by Trenord. The city is served by two main railway stations: Como San Giovanni, which also serves as a stop for international trains connecting Milan to Zurich and Basel, and Como
Nord Lago. Five additional urban stations provide local rail access within the city. The lakeside funicular railway offers a scenic and convenient link between Como's city center and the mountain village of Brunate, providing panoramic views of Lake Como. An antique steamship on Lake Como, part of the Navigazione Laghi fleet The historic Como-
Brunate funicular railway Como's public transportation network includes an extensive bus system operated by ASF Autolinee, comprising 11 urban lines within the city and numerous extra-urban lines connecting Como to towns throughout the province. Ferrovie Nord Milano also operates bus services connecting Como to Varese. Taxi services are
readily available throughout the city, licensed and regulated by the Municipality of Como. Navigazione Laghi operates a comprehensive ferry service on Lake Como, with boats and hydrofoils connecting Como to most towns and villages along the lake's shores, providing both passenger and car ferry services. Como is conveniently located near several
major airports, providing access to domestic and international air travel. Malpensa International Airport, Milano Linate, and Orio al Serio International Airport offer a wide range of scheduled flights. Lugano Airport, located in nearby Switzerland, primarily serves regional flights within Switzerland and charter destinations.[60] The Aero Club Como
seaplane base on Lake Como Como is home to the world's oldest seaplane operation, the Aero Club Como (ICAO code LILY).[61] The Aero Club operates a fleet of seaplanes for flight training, scenic tours, and maintains a collection of historic seaplanes, including a restored 1935 Caproni Ca.100, offering a unique aviation experience on Lake Como.
[62][63] The meticulously restored Caproni Ca.100 seaplane, a highlight of Aero Club Como's historic fleet Como is a significant educational center, hosting numerous high schools, the "Giuseppe Verdi" Conservatory of Music, the "Aldo Galli" Design School, the University of Insubria, and a campus of the Politecnico di Milano, providing diverse
educational opportunities. Healthcare services are provided by three major hospitals in Como: Ospedale Sant'Anna, Ospedale Valduce, and Clinica Villa Aprica, ensuring comprehensive medical care for residents and visitors. Como has a vibrant sporting scene, with notable clubs including the ASDG Comense 1872 women's basketball team, a two-time
EuroLeague Women champion, and Como 1907 football club. Lake Como offers numerous recreational activities, including sailing, windsurfing, and the annual Citta di Como Challenger tennis tournament, attracting international tennis talent. The Unione Sportiva Tavernola, a local amateur sports club, promotes community sports participation in
Como's Tavernola neighborhood. See also: List of twin towns and sister cities in Italy Como is twinned with the following cities, fostering international cultural and civic exchange:[64] Fulda, Germany, since 1960 Tokamachi, Japan, since 1975 Nablus, Palestine, since 1998 Netanya, Israel, since 2004[65] Lake Como Province of Como List of
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can be hard to narrow down the best ones. I was lucky enough to visit this stunning region three times already and I was absolutely blown away by its beauty and charm every single time. If you’'re planning a trip here, you're definitely in for a treat! In this article, I'll share my top recommendations for things to do in Lake Como, from exploring
charming towns and visiting gorgeous lakeside villas to cruising the lake and indulging in delicious Italian food. *Disclosure: This post contains a few affiliate links, which means I may receive a small commission, at no cost to you, if you make a purchase through my link.* Bellagio is one of my all-time favorite towns in Lake Como. With its picturesque
streets, colorful buildings, and stunning views of the lake, it really looks like it came straight from a postcard. There are many fantastic things to do in Bellagio, but strolling along the winding cobbled pathways just never gets old, and I could happily spend hours doing this every time I visit. One of my favorite places is the waterfront promenade which
is the perfect place to catch your breath and get some peace. It’s especially beautiful when the flowers are in full bloom! The Old Town of Bellagio is the kind of place where you won’t be able to put your camera away. Traditional Mediterranean buildings in every shade of pink, orange, and yellow, flower-filled balconies, and cozy cafes line the streets,
each more beautiful than the last. This is also where you’ll find Salita Serbelloni, a stunning street that you’ll instantly recognize as it’s among the top things to see in Lake Como. It features in every other picture you’ll see from this part of Italy, but there’s nothing like seeing it with your own eyes. Salita SerbelloniWaterfront promenade Both Star
Wars and James Bond have used Villa del Balbianello as a filming location, which is a testament to how incredible this centuries-old mansion is. Located on the lakefront in the tiny village of Lenno, Villa del Balbianello is oh-so-elegant inside and is home to perfectly maintained gardens, so it’s no surprise that it’s become a popular wedding venue. You
can also visit the inside of the villa if you're interested in history and architecture. But even if you don’t go inside, a stroll around its gardens is one of the best things to do in Lake Como. You'll find centuries-old trees, beautiful flowers, and stunning views of the lake from different vantage points. And let’s not forget about that famous balcony
overlooking the lake, where you can channel your inner Anakin Skywalker or James Bond. It was so unreal to see it in person and I definitely recommend adding this to your Lake Como itinerary. Towns like Varenna almost look too amazing to be real, so much so that I felt like I was living in a dream the entire time I was there. For a town so small, you
can surprisingly still find lots of things to do in Varenna. Villa Monastero is Varenna’s biggest claim to fame, but this small village brings so much more to the table. My personal favorite is the Passeggiata degli Innamorati, a short little walkway right along the water’s edge that you have to check out. Other spots to explore include the Villa Cipressi
and the Church of St. George, and if you're feeling like hitting the great outdoors, you can hike up to the thousand-year-old Castello di Vezio, but I have more on that a little later. Even if you’'re short on time, a quick visit to the Old Town and lunch on the waterfront is a wonderful way to spend a few hours. My favorite place to get some drinks and
appetizers is at Bar Il Molo, which has an amazing terrace overlooking the lake. Passerella Innamorati Sul LagoAncient Port of Varenna The only spot that I think can rival Villa del Balbianello is the regal Villa Carlotta, a huge three-story property with its very own botanical gardens in Tremezzo. Much like Villa del Balbianello, Villa Carlotta has been
renovated into a museum filled with sculptures, paintings, and ornate furniture from the last few centuries. But the real draw of Villa Carlotta is its expansive gardens. They're much larger than other villas in Lake Como and have an incredible collection of flowers and plants from around the world. Make sure to stop at the lakeside gates to witness
one of the most jaw-dropping views of Lake Como. It’s no wonder the original owners chose this location for their summer house! Getting tickets to Villa Carlotta is easy and can be done at the entrance or online. The ticket includes the gardens and the villa, so you can explore at your own pace. One of my favorite memories from my trips to Lake
Como is taking a public ferry ride across the lake. It’s definitely the best way to see all the different towns and charming villas along the shore. All of the main towns are connected by frequent ferries, so moving from place to place is quite straightforward and usually pretty quick. Not to mention that it’s super affordable! Shorter routes like Bellagio to
Varenna can cost as little as €5, and even if you're traveling from Como to Bellagio which is almost 2 hours, it’'ll only set you back around €10. You can check the official Navigazione Laghi website for the schedules and fares, and I also recommend buying your tickets online, especially during the peak season. View of Varenna from the public ferry
Menaggio is just as picturesque as the likes of Bellagio and Varenna but is noticeably quieter and has a lovely laidback way of life. It’s the perfect place to go if you want to relax and enjoy some peace. The town features a lovely promenade with views of the lake and mountains, perfect for an afternoon walk. You can also find excellent restaurants
serving up delicious Italian cuisine in Menaggio. One of my favorite things to do in Menaggio is to sit at one of the cafes along the waterfront, especially around Piazza Guiseppe Garibaldi, and take in the stunning views while sipping on an Aperol Spritz. It’s pure bliss! There’s not as much to do in Menaggio as in some of the neighboring towns, but
that’s part of why it’s so peaceful and easygoing. Varenna’s most popular attraction, Villa Monastero is a must-visit when in Lake Como. This former monastery has been transformed into a museum and botanical garden, making it an ideal spot for history lovers and nature enthusiasts. While the museum is absolutely worth visiting, it was the gardens
that really took my breath away. Stretching for almost 2 km (1.25 miles), every corner of the gardens is immaculate, vibrant, and steeped in history. Strolling through the gardens was undoubtedly one of my favorite things to do in Lake Como! Even if you're not usually one for museums, I highly recommend visiting Villa Monastero for its incredible
gardens alone. However, if you have the time, I suggest buying the combined ticket to visit both the villa and the gardens for a well-rounded experience. One of the most unique and lesser-known spots in Lake Como is Orrido di Bellano, a natural gorge formed by the Pioverna River. The walk through the gorge is truly breathtaking as you follow a
wooden walkway through tunnels, over bridges, and past waterfalls. It’s unlike anything else you'll see in Lake Como and definitely worth a visit if you're in the area. What I found remarkable about Orrido di Bellano was how close it is to Bellano town, as it feels like it’s tucked away miles from the center. In reality, a 5-minute stroll from the heart of
the town will get you right to the entrance. Though Orrido di Bellano is quite well known, many visitors often overlook it, and I can’t understand why. It’s also just a 5-minute train ride from Varenna, so it’s very easy to get to. Although seeing Lake Como from a ferry or the shore is fantastic, nothing beats experiencing it on a private boat tour. It’s
undoubtedly one of the best ways to take in all the beauty and charm of this stunning lake. You can rent a boat yourself (most boats don’t require a license) or hire a driver to take you around. Like most private tours, these tend to be significantly more expensive than classic guided trips, but if you’'re traveling with a group, it can be quite affordable.
Aside from the obvious beauty, one of my favorite things about taking a private boat tour is that you have complete control over your itinerary. You can stop wherever and whenever you want for photos or to take a dip in the crystal-clear waters. There are lots of options, such as this private 2-hour tour with your own captain, or you can don the
captain’s hat yourself and rent a boat for 2 hours which gives you the ultimate freedom to explore on your own. If you're staying in Bellagio, Varenna, Menaggio, or Tremezzo, this luxurious Lake Como boat tour will be the best option for you. Alternatively, you can also find a bunch of skippers offering private excursions from each of the main towns,
so it’s possible to do this activity at the last minute if it’s not too busy. In terms of more outdoorsy things to do at Lake Como, it’s hard to beat the hike to the Castello di Vezio. The trail will take you around 30 minutes to complete, so it’s a relatively short but steep hike. Once you reach the top, you'll be greeted by spooky ghost statues scattered
around the grounds, 12th-century ruins, and some of Lake Como’s best views. Anyone with an interest in wildlife will also enjoy checking out the collection of birds of prey that reside here. This castle has lived many lives, including serving as a military outpost during World War II, and you can read up on the background through the information
boards at the top. As it’s a steep hike, I recommend wearing suitable shoes and bringing plenty of water. I stupidly did this hike in sandals and it was horrible to get down on the slippery paths so I wouldn’t recommend that! Another stunning garden to explore on Lake Como is at Villa Cipressi in Varenna. This gorgeous villa has a beautiful terraced
garden with incredible views of the lake. Villa Cipressi now operates as a hotel and it’s definitely one of the most stunning Lake Como hotels with lake views! The building itself dates back to the 15th century and retains all its old-world charm through its outdoor patio, luxury guestrooms, and traditional decor. Sadly, only hotel guests are permitted
inside the property. However, the botanical gardens are open to the public and are just as sensational, packed with hundreds of plant species in the prettiest of surroundings. It’s a lovely place to spend an afternoon, especially if you're looking for a quieter spot away from the busy towns. Lake Como is the perfect place for a relaxing getaway, but it
also has plenty to offer for travelers who like to get their adrenaline pumping. Wakeboarding, windsurfing, canoeing, and stand-up paddleboarding are just some of the watersports offered along the lake, and the calm waters make it much less daunting for first-timers. When the warmer weather comes around, towns and villages like Bellagio,
Varenna, and Lenno operate a ton of exciting watersports, and many hotels have the likes of jet skis and kayaks available to rent. This is a fantastic way to experience the lake from a different perspective and add some excitement to your trip. The town of Como is linked to the nearby village of Brunate by a funicular railway that’s been in operation
since the late 1800s. Brunate lies 500 meters (1,640 ft) above Como, making it an excellent spot for panoramic views of the lake and surrounding mountains. The journey itself only takes around 7 minutes, and during peak seasons, it runs roughly every 15 minutes. After you land in Brunate, you’ll have the Phare de Volta lighthouse and quaint
churches like Parrocchia Sant’Andrea Apostolo to explore. We opted to visit for sunset and I couldn’t recommend it enough. The sky lit up in the prettiest shades of pink, orange, and yellow, with the lake sparkling below us. It was a truly magical experience! Como is the capital of the Province of Como, and I've always found this city to be terribly
underrated. It’s much larger than cute villages like Bellagio and Varenna, but it has so much to offer in terms of history, culture, and nightlife. You’ll have no problem catching a ferry to Como for the day, as it boasts fantastic connections to most of the smaller towns, but spending a few nights here is also definitely worthwhile. The exquisite Como
Cathedral is the centerpiece of the city, so a visit here is a must to see frescoes and stained glass windows that’ll blow you away. Other things to do in Como include visiting Villa Olmo, a palatial property that looks more like a royal residence, plus the Basilica of San Fedele. Como also has a direct train connection to Milan, so it’s an easy day trip from
the fashion capital of Italy if you're based there. Without a shadow of a doubt, one of the best things to do in Lake Como is to take part in a cooking class. As well as being a wonderful opportunity to learn the craft of Italian cooking, these classes are such a blast and usually include some local wines to enjoy alongside your home-cooked meal. This
tour equips you with all the skills you'll need to craft your own pasta at home, and you’ll also learn how to whip up a mean tiramisu. The class is usually only made up of around 10 to 12 people and runs from your local chef’s own home. An Italian dining experience wouldn’t be complete without an aperitif, and these classes generally offer some
prosecco to sip on before your meal, plus some light bites and nibbles. As you’ve probably gathered by now, Lake Como has an abundance of high-end villas and immaculate gardens, and Villa Melzi is one that I instantly fell in love with. Just a quick stroll from the center of Bellagio, Villa Melzi is actually one of the newer villas in the area, having been
constructed in the early 1800s. The interior of the villa is off-limits to visitors, but the museum, chapel, and gardens are open to the public from March to November each year. From the Romanesque and Egyptian statues to the serene Japanese pond and the meandering walkways, these gardens are just magical and really encapsulate the beauty of
Lake Como. Bellagio can be quite hectic during the summer months, and Villa Melzi will check all your boxes when you’re looking for somewhere that’s easy to reach but away from the hustle and bustle of the main streets. You won’t have to go far to enjoy dinner with a view in the Lake Como area, as there are more waterfront eateries than I'd even
attempt to count. Classic Italian fare like wood-fired pizzas, arancini, burrata, and bruschetta are available in most restaurants, so you’ll be spoiled for choice no matter where you pick. Having said that, it’s not uncommon for bistros and cafes with incredible locations to be lacking in quality when it comes to the food, so I have a few suggestions for
you to ensure you won’t have to sacrifice on views or taste. For an upscale experience, make sure to visit Bar Giardino at Hotel Royal Victoria in Varenna. The view from the outdoor terrace is simply incredible, and the food is equally as impressive. Or for a more casual option, head to Bar Il Molo, just a few steps from Hotel Royal Victoria. I must
admit, the food here can be a bit of a hit or miss, but the view from their terrace and the cocktails are top-notch. Ristorante La Punta is another favorite of mine, and it’s located right on the tip of Bellagio’s peninsula, making it the perfect place for a sunset dinner. With its elegant decor and delicious seafood dishes, this restaurant is a must-visit while
in Lake Como. Bar Il MoloBar Giardino It goes without saying that one of the most enjoyable things to do in Lake Como is to dive into the refreshing cobalt-blue waters. Lake Como is a lovely place for a dip, especially when you’ve spent the day under the sweltering sunshine. After all, Italy is no stranger to scorching summer temperatures! There are
many hotels perched right along the waterside with their own stretch of private land, but there are a number of designated swimming areas in most towns. Unless somewhere is marked as safe for swimming or is a beach area, it’s best to avoid jumping in, as some patches of the lake have less favorable swimming conditions than others. Some
gorgeous spots for a quick splash include Lido di Bellagio Beach Club, Spiaggia Pubblica di Bellagio, or Lido di Varenna. Lido di Bellagio Visiting Lake Como in Italy, and wondering what there is to see and do in Como city itself? In this guide, you can read about the top places to see and the main landmarks of Como town. Find out! Scenically located
on the Italian/Swiss border at the southern end of Lake Como, Como is a charming destination that welcomes visitors all year round. Its elegant old town - enclosed by 12th-century fortress walls - is steeped in history and abundant in medieval architecture. The many flowerbeds and blossoming trees lend color to the streets whilst the city’s
atmosphere is laid-back, with plenty of cozy cafes where you can sit and enjoy a slice of local life. With its wide, flat streets, Como is far easier to explore than many of the small, neighboring towns and villages. Plus, it is well-connected in terms of transport, making it a popular choice as a base from which to explore all the nicest places on Lake Como.
In this guide, we share recommendations for the VERY BEST things to see and do in Como town and just nearby (all within walking distance). We also created a map indicating all the places mentioned in this guide. At the end of this guide, you’ll find some practical information and tips for your visit to Como. We also included a section on where to
stay in Como, how much time you need, and how to plan your visit. Take a look! TIP: If you want to explore the Como area, but are not sure where to start, consider this highly-rated guided tour. It includes several of the best things to do in Como (funicular, boat ride, etc.) and a few local experiences that will make your trip more special and
memorable. You can easily combine this with some sightseeing time in the town itself. Como city aerial view from Brunate. Here are the best things to do in Como: One of the best things to do in Como is to simply explore its old town on foot. With cobbled streets and cozy squares lined with historic buildings, shops, and restaurants, the historic city
center of Como is really cozy. The nicest part of the old town is located between the lake and the remains of the old city wall, Porta Torre. It’s in this area that you will find most shops, restaurants, quite a few churches, and several museums. Good to know: Further below, we list some of the most prominent landmarks to see in Como’s historic city
center. Some of them - such as the Cathedral or Porta Torre - deserve a special mention and are not to be missed. Many others are nice to see if you have a bit more time, but are not a must if you only have a few hours in Como. You will find those additional ‘nice to see’ places mentioned at the very end of this article. So if you are short on time,
concentrate on the main sights and attractions in Como mentioned in the top 10 of this list. Como old town. Cathedral Square in Como. Como old town. Como’s cathedral (Cattedrale di Santa Maria Assunta - Duomo di Como) is its most important religious building and the third largest in the whole of Lombardy region. Construction began in 1396 but
wasn’t completed until late in the 18th century. The result is a wonderful blend of architectural styles, including a Gothic facade, a Romanesque bell tower, and a Baroque dome. Indeed, Duomo di Como is considered to be one of northern Italy’s most beautiful monuments. The western facade is especially impressive, with high columns of statues on
either side of the entrance and a rose window. You can also see two statues beside the door depicting Pliny the Elder and his nephew Pliny the Younger. These were influential Roman dignitaries who lived in Como town. Dedicated to the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the cathedral is laid out in a typical ‘cross’ style, with a nave and side
aisles leading to a transept beneath the dome. The dome is quite beautiful and has a top lantern with many windows to flood the cathedral with light. On either side of the nave, you can see nine 16th-century tapestries and paintings by Gaudenzio Ferrari and Bernardino Luini (who worked with Leonardo da Vinci). Good to know: You can visit the
cathedral on weekdays between 10.30 am and 5.00 pm. In any case, if you are in Como, you’ll want to come here anyway, so just see if it’s open when you're there. TIP: If you get the chance, go back to see the cathedral at night when it is illuminated and looks absolutely stunning! If you’'re lucky enough to be visiting in late November - December,
you’ll be able to see the beautiful extra lighting that is added for Christmas. Como Cathedral. The interior of Como Cathedral. Como’s spectacular lakeside promenade is the best in the entire Lake Como region. Extending to almost 6 kilometers in length, its crescent-shaped path is almost completely paved and perfect for a leisurely stroll. You couldn’t
ask for better views, with homes built into the hillside on one side of you and boats going back and forth on the other. Start at Piazza Cavour, a beautiful little square located where the old town meets the lake. This is a popular meeting point with locals, packed with terraced cafes and bars. It's hard to believe that the area was just marshland in
medieval times and wasn’t transformed into an urban square until late in the 19th century. The atmosphere here is vibrant and there always seems to be something cool to see, from street performers and concerts to craft markets and artisan fairs. On the east side of the bay, you can visit Villa Geno, a small lido with lovely views of the villas on the
west. There is a large grassy area here for sunbathing and a pool for children. You can also hire bikes should you want to cycle along the promenade instead. Next to Villa Geno is the famous Como fountain (Fontana di Villa Geno) which features an impressive 30-meter-high jet of water. To the west, your promenade walk will take you past Como’s
Monument to the Fallen - a memorial honoring soldiers who lost their lives in World War One. If you continue along the promenade, you can walk all the way to the popular Villa Olmo. The Tempio Voltiano museum sits on the waterfront, too, along with many scenic gardens where you can simply sit and soak up the views. You can read more about
these places further below. Views from the lakeside promenade. Como Fountain. Porta Torre is one of the oldest landmarks in Como, and well worth a short walk to see it. This ancient gateway on Piazza Vittoria dates back to the 12th century when the city’s medieval walls were constructed. It is an excellent example of Romanesque military
architecture - huge in scale, impossible to breach, and with four rows of arches on the inner wall. 40 meters high, Porta Torre was originally part of the city wall itself but is now free-standing. Be sure to include it as part of your stroll through the city and you can also see the statue of Giuseppe Garibaldi that stands nearby. Porta Torre in the old
town. Porta Torre. Alessandro Volta - the Italian physicist who invented the electric battery - may be Como’s most famous son. The Volta Temple (Tempio Voltiano) was built in his honor in 1927; 100 years after his death. This imposing building was donated to the city by Francesco Somaini, the owner of a cotton mill in Como. It now houses a museum
dedicated to Volta’s life and work, containing personal memorabilia, an excellent collection of scientific instruments, and an early version of the electric battery. Sitting right on the shore of Lake Como, the building truly looks like an old Roman temple. The interior of the building is architecturally beautiful, with stunning tiling and elaborate carvings.
You can’t really miss the adjacent gardens, Giardini del Tempio Voltiano. This is a lovely place to sit for a while and admire the museum’s neoclassical architecture. For practical information about visiting the museum, see the official website. Volta Temple. Villa Olmo is one of Como’s most popular attractions and one of the most beautiful villas of
Lake Como. This splendid villa is located on the lakeshore in the northwestern part of the city. It was originally built for the Marquis Innocenzo Odescalchi towards the end of the 18th century and named after an elm that stood in the center of the garden at that time. Host to many illustrious visitors over the years - including Napoleon, Austrian
Emperor Ferdinand I, and the last Holy Roman Emperor Francis II - the villa later fell into a state of neglect. It has since been restored to its former splendor and has been maintained by the municipality of Como since 1925. There is no charge to walk through the main house and admire its contents, which include a variety of incredible frescoes,
paintings, and statues. You can also see the theater, a later addition to the property. After pausing to admire the neoclassical features of the building’s exterior - particularly the magnificent colonnade decorated with tondos - you can stroll through the tranquil English-style gardens. Now a community park, the gardens are also free to enter. Good to
know: The park is open every day but you can only see the interior of the villa from Tuesday to Sunday. The building is sometimes closed for events and exhibitions. You can find more practical information on their website (at the moment, only in Italian), but we recommend coming here anyway - even if just to see the gardens and the exterior of the
villa. READ ALSO: Most Beautiful Villas of Lake Como Villa Olmo. While Brunate is a separate village and not part of the city of Como, going there by funicular is one of the most popular attractions in the area. So no list of the best things to do in Como (and no visit to the city!) would be complete without including Brunate! This hilltop village sitting
just above the city of Como is described by locals as a ‘balcony in the Alps’ - and what a fitting description that is! At an altitude of around 800 meters, Brunate offers glorious panoramic views over Como and the lake. One of the most exciting parts of visiting Brunate is the journey to reach it! For this, you will use the funicular railway from Como. It
dates back to the late 19th century and is one of the most popular attractions in the region. The journey only takes 7 minutes but it is hard to put into words quite how beautiful the scenery is as you ascend. Good to know: The Como-Brunate funicular runs between 6 am and 10.30 pm, every 15-30 minutes. During Saturdays and in the summer season
it runs until midnight. You can find more info on their website (in Italian), but it’s not really something you have to plan in advance. Just go there, get the tickets, and that’s it. When boarding the funicular, try to get into the carriage that’s facing downhill. That way, you can enjoy some nice views during your journey too. Brunate village itself is quite
small, with several Art Nouveau-style villas to admire. The main reason to come here is the reward: amazing views of Lake Como (check out several viewpoints). In addition, Brunate has several attractive churches, in particular, the pretty and peaceful Chiesa di Sant’Andrea Apostolo. But there is one more reason to come here, and that’s the Volta
Lighthouse - see below. Views from Brunate. Brunate funicular. Brunate funicular station in Como. Located about 1.5 km from the top station of the Brunate funicular, the Volta Lighthouse (Faro Voltiano) is another popular place to see in Como. This hilltop lighthouse and memorial to Alessandro Volta sits yet much higher than the village, offering
stunning views of Lake Como and the surroundings. In addition to the views from the hill, you can also climb the spiral staircase (143 steps) to the top of the lighthouse itself. If you're feeling energetic, you should definitely visit the Volta Lighthouse when in Brunate. However, keep in mind that the walk to get there involves a steep 30-minute climb
up a cobblestone road. But you are well rewarded for your hard work - the views across the Alps and the lowlands surrounding them are simply spectacular. Good to know: In high season and on certain weekends, there is often a shuttle bus between Brunate funicular station and the lighthouse. Sometimes, you will also have locals offering rides to the
top. There is a small fee to enter the lighthouse. In the high season (mid-April to end-October), it’s normally open daily except Wednesdays, from 10.30 am to 6.30 pm. Volta Lighthouse. Volta Lighthouse staircase. Taking a scenic boat trip on Lake Como is a great way to see the city and the surrounding areas from an entirely different perspective. It’s
also the best way to admire the stunning scenery along the shores of Lake Como. A variety of ferries and high-speed hydrofoils leave from Como’s pier on a regular basis, taking you to other towns around the lake and moving at a pace that allows you to soak up the scenery. However, those trips are meant to get you from point A to point B, and not so
much to show you the nicest places. For that, you can opt for a private tour on a speedboat. Obviously, longer trips will cover more ground, but it’s worth it either way. Here are a few of the most popular options for Lake Como scenic boat trips departing from Como city: A boat trip on Lake Como is something not to be missed when visiting the area!
The production of silk may have originated in China but you may be surprised to know that Como is one of the most important players in the worldwide silk industry. Indeed, more than 23,000 Comaschi (people from Como) now work in the silk business. Silkworms were originally imported into Italy in the 6th century A.D. In 1400 the Duke of Milan -
Ludovico Sforza - decided to plant mulberry trees around Lake Como to feed them. At that point, the Como silk industry was born, although production methods at the time were laboriously slow. Gradually, the process was refined and factories were established, leading to huge economic growth in the region. High-quality silk from Lake Como
became more and more popular until - by 1972 - the area was producing more silk than China or Japan! Interesting to know: These days, Como produces about 70% of Europe’s silk. Many of the world’s most famous fashion designers get their silk from Como. These include the top fashion houses like Armani, Valentino, Versace, Hermes, Chanel, Yves
St Laurent, and many others. TIP: You can learn all about this interesting facet of the city by visiting The Lake Como Silk Museum (Museo della Seta di Como), with demonstrations showing how it was originally produced. Plus, of course, there are many places throughout Como and the entire Lake Como district where you can buy gorgeous silk
clothing and scarves to take home. So even if you have no time for the museum, you can always see the famous Como silk in the local boutiques. That’s a good excuse to convince your travel companions to do some (window) shopping in Como! Como silk. In a country famous for its churches, you can probably imagine that there are many more
churches to see in Como than just the main cathedral. Indeed, there are numerous churches in Como city where you can admire the beautiful architecture and religious artwork. Here are a few other notable churches you may want to check out when visiting Como (we also indicated them on our map, so that you can decide which ones are worth
passing by): Basilica di San Fedele located in the middle of the old town dates back to the 11th century and may have been Como’s first cathedral. Chiesa di San Giacomo is a little church located just next to the cathedral. This 12th-century church has a very unique exterior and looks more like a manor or a palace rather than a church. It’s also worth
a quick look inside if it’s open. Just outside the city walls under Mount Croce, you'll find the Basilica di Sant’Abbondio. This is an excellent example of Romanesque architecture dedicated to the former bishop of Como. Some people would even argue that this is the most beautiful church in Como... Also worth seeing is the splendid Chiesa di Santa
Cecilia which was built in the mid-1300s. It’s located in the old town, just next to Porta Torre, so you'll likely pass here anyway. One of the most unusual churches in Como is the Tempio Sacrario Sport Nautici (Nautic Sports Shrine Temple). Completed in the 1960s, this reinforced concrete structure is shaped like a ship and dedicated to Our Lady of
the Miracle, the protector of mariners in distress. Good to know: Many smaller churches might have limited opening times. So be sure to double-check before you decide to visit, especially if it’s located a bit further away from other Como attractions and requires a detour. READ ALSO: Most Iconic Churches & Cathedrals in Italy San Giacomo church
in Como. Como has quite a few museums. In addition to the earlier-mentioned Tempio Voltiano and the Silk Museum, you might want to check out the Archaeological museum at Palazzo Giovio (Museo Archeologico Paolo Giovio, aka Museo Civico), the Pinacoteca Civica (art gallery), or the Museo Garibaldi (aka Civic Museum of the Risorgimento) - a
historical museum celebrating Como’s past. You can find more info about these museums on the official website of the city. Plus, there are a couple of private museums in Como too. These include the educational science museum Museo delle scienze Casartelli and the MuRAC Museo Rifugi Antiarei. This is a former air raid shelter that now contains an
interesting exhibition about aviation and air defense systems. It also has a room dedicated to the Italian Red Cross. Please note that most Como museums are really small, so don’t expect world-class galleries like in Florence, Venice, Rome, or Naples. Still, it can be nice to see one or two of them if you have a few hours to spare or are visiting Como in
the coldest months of the year or... However, if the weather is nice and your time is limited, there are so many other amazing places to see on Lake Como! So you should really consider your overall itinerary when choosing what to prioritize. See our recommendations further below as well. Museo Archeologico Paolo Giovio in Como. And finally, no list
of the best things to do in Como would be complete without mentioning the food. You're in Italy after all... There are lots of really good restaurants in the city where you can try all kinds of regional and local specialties. In addition, you can find some nice food tours and cooking classes, which are really nice to do if you have a few hours to spare in
Como. Meeting locals and trying traditional dishes is always a great way to get to know a place better! Slow travel at its best. TIP: If there’s one dish you have to try when visiting Lake Como, it’s Risotto with Perch (Risotto con filetti di pesce persico). Risotto with perch is one of the most famous regional dishes in Lake Como. I guess it goes without
saying, but here it is - there is so much more to see in Lake Como than its main city! So don’t just limit your visit to the city of Como and be sure to explore the other areas! There are so many charming little towns dotting the shores of Lake Como, so many historic villas and enchanting gardens, and countless hiking trails for those looking for a more
active holiday... As an absolute minimum, don’t miss the towns of Bellagio and Varenna - both easily reachable from Como by fast ferry. TIP: You can find more information about all the best places in our Lake Como guides: Villa del Balbianello. As promised, here is a map indicating all the best places to visit in Como city and just nearby. As you can
see, the town center is quite compact and you can easily walk everywhere. However, keep in mind that some places - like e.g. Villa Olmo or Volta Lighthouse - will require a longer walk and more time to visit. How to use this map: Use your computer mouse (or fingers) to zoom in or out. Click on the icons to get more information about each place.
Click the arrow on the top left corner for the index. Click the star next to the map’s title to add it to your Google Maps account. To view the saved map on your smartphone or PC, open Google Maps, click the menu and go to “Your Places’//Maps’. If you want to print the map or see it in a bigger window, click on “View larger map’ in the top right



corner. As you can see, there is plenty to see and do in Como city so you can easily fill a day in town and its immediate surroundings. But you can also just visit for a few hours or stay for a few days - it really depends on your overall travel itinerary. As a minimum, we recommend half a day in Como. This will give you enough time to explore the old
town, visit the Cathedral, and walk along the lakeside promenade. In addition, you could either take a funicular to Brunate or visit Villa Olmo. If you have one full day in Como city, you can see all the main landmarks mentioned in our guide, including Brunate village and Volta Lighthouse. If you want to actually visit a few places inside, take a boat
tour, and enjoy some quiet time, we recommend 2-3 days for Como. Plus, you could easily spend an additional 3-4 days exploring the wider surroundings along the shores of Lake Como. Como town as seen from the lake. Many people visit Como on a day trip from Milan. With a direct train between the two cities, it’s indeed very easy to do. But if you
only have a day, you’ll probably want to see more of Lake Como than just Como Town! In that case, start with a few hours in Como, followed by a fast ferry to Bellagio. After visiting Bellagio, take a boat to Varenna. From there, you can take a train back to Milan. TIP: Alternatively, consider joining this highly-rated day tour that visits all these places in
the most efficient way. Tours use their own transportation (also boats) saving lots of time and allowing you to make the most out of your day. With its proximity to Milan and Lugano and good transport connections (railway, highway, and ferries), Como can be a good place to stay when exploring the area for a few days. Also, because it’s a bigger city
with more options, accommodation here tends to be a bit cheaper compared to the smaller prime towns on Lake Como such as Bellagio or Varenna. Still don’t expect ‘budget’ prices in the high season - Lake Como is not a cheap destination. Anyway, here are a few recommended hotels in Como city center for all budgets: €€€€€€+ Vista Palazzo -
Small Luxury Hotels of the World€€€€€ Hilton Lake Como (one of the top picks)€€€€ Hotel Metropole Suisse€€€ Albergo Firenze (great value!)€€ Ostello Bello Lake Como LEARN MORE: Best towns to stay in Lake Como Historic Como Hotel Metropole Suisse. Como town is quite enchanting, a destination that combines some of the most stunning
scenery in the world with compelling art, architecture, and history. I hope this guide helps you get a better idea of what to expect and plan your visit. Enjoy your stay in this unique and romantic lakeside resort! TIP: If you are planning to see more of the Lake Como area than just the city of Como, there are quite a few things and practical aspects that
you should know when planning your trip! Via the link below, you can find our top tips for your first visit to Lake Como. Check it out! READ ALSO: Info & Practical Tips for Visiting Lake Como If you found this post helpful, don’t forget to bookmark it and share it with your friends. Are you on Pinterest? Pin this image! Photos: personal collection and
Depositphotos.com. Additional credits claudiodivizia/Depositphotos.com and sailig/Depositphotos.com. More travel inspiration for Northern Italy: This site contains affiliate links, which means that we may earn a small commission, at no cost to you, for qualifying purchases. More info: Disclosure. Home » Italy Travel Guide Yes, Lake Como is just as
dreamy as everyone says—and then some. I've spent so many summers here with my family, and every time I come back, I fall in love all over again. The lake has this way of slowing you down. Whether you’re sipping wine by the water, getting lost in the little cobblestone streets, or hopping between towns by ferry, it always feels like a movie. So here
it is: my personal guide to 33 unforgettable things to do in Lake Como, from the spots everyone raves about to the ones only locals seem to know. If you're planning your first visit—or just want to dig deeper—this list has you covered. This travel guide contains affiliate links which supports us at no extra cost to you. Jump To Okay, geography moment:
Lake Como (Lago di Como) is in Northern Italy, just an hour from Milan by train or car. It’s shaped like an upside-down “Y” and lined with colorful towns like Bellagio, Varenna, and Menaggio. If you're like me and get excited about a place that mixes mountains, water, and charming villages—all in one view—this is it. This part’s actually really easy.
From Milan:You can catch a train from Milano Centrale to either Como San Giovanni or Varenna-Esino—both take under 1.5 hours and drop you right by the lake. By car:If you want to explore the smaller, lesser-known towns (looking at you, Lierna and Nesso), renting a car gives you more freedom. Just be ready for some very tight mountain curves.
Train: Take a high-speed train from Rome to Milan (approx. 3 hours), then connect to Como or Varenna (about 1 hour). This is the fastest and most convenient option. Car: Driving takes about 6 hours (600 km). It's a scenic trip through the countryside if you prefer flexibility. Bus: Buses from Rome to Milan take around 6 hours. From there, transfer to
a local train or bus to reach Lake Como towns. Train: Take a train from Venice to Milan (2.5 hours), then connect to Lake Como by regional or high-speed train (1 hour). Car: Driving takes around 4 hours (350 km), with beautiful views along the way. Bus: A budget-friendly option—buses to Milan take about 3 hours, followed by a train or local bus to
Lake Como. Train: Take a train from Florence to Milan (approx. 2 hours), then transfer to a train heading to Como or Varenna (1 hour). Car: The drive is about 3.5-4 hours and offers stunning countryside views—perfect for a road trip. Bus: Slower than the train and may require transfers, but ideal for budget travelers. Private Transfer: If you're
looking for comfort, hire a private car to take you directly from Florence to Lake Como. Train: Ride a high-speed train from Naples to Milan (4.5 hours), then take a regional train to Como or nearby towns (1 hour). Car: A long but scenic drive—about 8 hours (800 km) through central and northern Italy. Bus: Buses to Milan take around 9 hours, then
transfer to reach Lake Como. I've been in almost every season, and honestly, they all have their charm. But here’s the quick breakdown: Spring (April-June): Blooming gardens and way fewer crowds Summer (July-August): Hot, busy, and totally worth it—ideal for swimming + boat days Fall (September-October): My personal favorite: quieter, cooler,
and perfect for wine tastings Winter (November-March): Peaceful, romantic, and way more affordable I get this question all the time, and here’s my take: Varenna: Quiet, romantic, and train-friendly (great without a car) Bellagio: Beautiful and iconic—but pricier and a little more polished Como: Bigger city energy, good for shopping and transit
Menaggio: Relaxed and super charming—perfect for a slower pace Tremezzo/Cernobbio: Great if you want spa vibes and lake views from your hotel window Tip: If it’s your first time and you’re not driving, Varenna is a dream base. The Duomo di Como is a stunning Gothic cathedral located in the heart of the city. The cathedral features beautiful
stained glass windows, intricate carvings, and a bell tower with panoramic views of the city. The historic center of Como is a maze of narrow streets and alleys, lined with charming shops, cafes, and restaurants. Take a stroll through the historic center and admire the beautiful architecture, including the impressive city walls and towers. The Italians
like to do a happy hour that they call aperitivo. Essentially you just enjoy a drink with free food (typically small bites). In Como, there are many restaurants that offer this, just plan to go after 5pm. I find it very enjoyable sitting at an outdoor table and just enjoying the tranquility of the historical center while sipping on a nice glass of wine. The
funicular railway connects Como with the hilltop town of Brunate, offering stunning views of the lake and the surrounding mountains. The ride takes about seven minutes and offers breathtaking panoramic views. Sometimes the line gets super long depending what day you go on/ Visit the Volta Lighthouse, a historic landmark and museum dedicated
to Alessandro Volta, inventor of the electric battery Honestly one of my favorite villas on the lake. You pay a very cheap entry fee and you can explore the whole villa. Perfect during sunset. The city is home to several weekly markets, including the popular Mercato di Como, where you can find everything from fresh produce and flowers to clothing and
souvenirs. The Tempio Voltiano is a museum dedicated to the famous Italian physicist Alessandro Volta, who invented the first electric battery. The museum features exhibits on Volta's life and work and is located in a beautiful neoclassical building. Its located right in the center of the lake, you can't miss it! Last summer I spent 2 days renting a chair
by the lake where I was able to swim and tan! There are various lake clubs that let you rent chairs or just access their ammenities from prices between 10 euros and 40 euros. If you are walking, I recommend going to the lake club called Lido di Villa Geno. Enjoy a leisurely private boat tour of Lake Como and admire the stunning scenery from the
water Visit the picturesque villages and towns along the lake shore, including Menaggio and Tremezzo This place is such a gem—perched in the hills above the lake with views that seriously look like a painting. Ristorante Il Filo d'Olio serves seasonal, locally sourced dishes that highlight the best of Northern Italian cuisine (the name means "thread of
oil"—so yes, expect amazing olive oil on everything). I Explore the beautiful gardens and grounds of this historic villa, located on a promontory overlooking the lake Take a guided tour of the villa and learn about its fascinating history This is also the iconic spot in Star Wars where In Star Wars: Episode II - Attack of the Clones, the lake and the
surrounding area were used as the location for the planet Naboo. The Villa del Balbianello, located on the western shore of Lake Como, was used as the exterior for the Naboo villa where Anakin Skywalker and Padmé Amidala share a romantic moment. Discover the grandeur of Villa D’este and its magnificent Italian Gardens, one of the most beautiful
parks in Italy. The villa is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and features more than 500 fountains, statues, and sculptures throughout its gardens. It's best to visit this villa if you have a car. You can park near by and then ask to get a coffee/ walk around Explore the beautiful natural scenery of the Lake Como region on a hiking tour Take in the stunning
views from high mountain trails, including the famous "Path of the Wanderer" Explore the beautiful Romanesque architecture of this historic abbey, located on the eastern shore of the lake Admire the stunning views of the lake from the abbey's terrace Learn about the history of silk production in the Lake Como region at this fascinating museum See
examples of traditional silk weaving techniques and admire beautiful silk textiles This natural gorge located in the small town of Bellano is a unique natural wonder. It features a narrow gorge with waterfalls and rock formations that make for a breathtaking sight. While the Villa Carlotta is a popular tourist attraction, it's worth a visit for its beautiful
gardens and art collections. The villa features an extensive collection of artwork from the 18th and 19th centuries, including sculptures and paintings. Explore the charming streets and colorful houses of this picturesque town Visit the Varenna Castle, a historic landmark dating back to the 12th century Take a stroll along the beautiful lakefront
promenade Visit the Villa Melzi Gardens, a stunning botanical garden with breathtaking lake views Explore the narrow streets and alleys of the old town Take a boat tour of the lake and admire the scenery from the water Enjoy the tranquil atmosphere of this small town on the eastern shore of the lake Take a dip in the clear waters of the lake at the
beautiful Riva Bianca beach (something I love to do in the summer) Explore the medieval castle and the Romanesque church of San Pietro Screenshot Visit the Villa Carlotta: The Villa Carlotta is a stunning 18th-century villa located on the shores of Lake Como. The villa features beautiful gardens and art collections, including works by Canova,
Thorvaldsen, and Hayez. Explore the historic center: Menaggio has a charming historic center with narrow streets and alleys, lined with shops, restaurants, and cafes. Take a stroll through the historic center and admire the beautiful architecture, including the impressive bell tower of the 17th-century church of Santa Marta. Take a boat tour: Boat
tours of Lake Como depart from Menaggio and offer a unique perspective on the lake and the surrounding towns. Choose from a range of tours, including private tours, group tours, and sunset tours. Hike to the Rifugio Menaggio: The Rifugio Menaggio is a mountain hut located on the slopes of Monte Grona. The hut offers stunning views of the lake
and the surrounding mountains and is a popular destination for hikers and nature lovers. Play golf: Menaggio is home to the Menaggio & Cadenabbia Golf Club, one of the oldest and most prestigious golf clubs in Italy. The golf club features an 18-hole course and offers stunning views of the lake and the surrounding mountains. Swim in the lake:
Menaggio has a beautiful public beach located near the town center, where you can swim in the clear waters of Lake Como and enjoy the beautiful scenery. Visit the Chiesa di San Stefano: The Chiesa di San Stefano is a beautiful church located in the historic center of Menaggio. The church features stunning frescoes and a beautiful baroque altar.
Take a scenic drive: The roads around Menaggio offer some of the most scenic drives in Italy. Take a drive along the western shore of Lake Como and enjoy the beautiful views of the lake and the surrounding mountains. Lecco is a beautiful city located in the Lombardy region of northern Italy, on the eastern shore of Lake Como. It has a rich history
and culture, with a charming old town center, stunning architecture, and breathtaking natural landscapes. If you're already in Varenna (and you should be), take the uphill walk to Castello di Vezio. It’s a bit of a climb, but the views at the top are so worth it. You can see the whole lake stretch out in front of you, and there’s something about standing
inside a centuries-old castle that feels a little magical. I went up just before sunset once, and it honestly took my breath away. Lake Como’s only island! It’s teeny tiny, but the ferry ride alone makes it feel like an adventure. Once you’re there, you can wander the ruins, peek inside the church, and grab lunch at the one restaurant on the island. It’s
such a peaceful little break from the busier towns. If you're up for a scenic walk (nothing too crazy, I promise), the Greenway trail is one of the best ways to see the lake slowly. It winds through postcard-perfect towns like Lenno and Tremezzo, and there are plenty of cafés to stop at along the way. I like doing a section of it in the morning and
rewarding myself with gelato by the water after. Villa Melzi is such a dreamy spot—less crowded than some of the other villas, and honestly, I think the gardens are even more peaceful. You’ll find little sculptures tucked between the trees and a perfect view of the lake from almost every angle. Bring a book, take a stroll, or just sit by the water and
breathe it all in. On a cloudy day (or when you just want a break from walking), the Pinacoteca Civica in Como is a lovely little art museum. It’s quiet, calm, and filled with works by Northern Italian artists. I didn’t expect to love it as much as I did—it’s the kind of place that makes you slow down and really look. Cernobbio has such an elegant feel—less
touristy, more timeless. I love coming here just to wander the promenade and sit down for a relaxed lunch near the water. You can peek at Villa d’Este while you’'re there (even if you're not staying), and the whole town has that perfect “Italian summer” energy. This one’s a bit of a hidden gem. Argegno is a sleepy little town with gorgeous lake views,
but the real surprise is the cable car that takes you up to Pigra. It’s a short ride but the view at the top? Unreal. You feel like you’'re floating above the lake. Way up at the top of the lake, Domaso is surrounded by hills covered in vineyards. It’s a bit quieter up there, but the wine is so good. I did a tasting at a family-run winery that looked right out over
the lake—local wines, homemade snacks, and just the nicest people. Total hidden gem. If you're renting a car, don’t skip the drive along the western shore of the lake. It’s winding and narrow, yes, but every turn gives you a new jaw-dropping view. I like to stop in random towns I’ve never heard of—some of the best meals I've had were from those
“let’s just pull over here” moments. La Vita e Bella, Menaggio - This restaurant serves delicious Italian cuisine with a modern twist. The outdoor terrace offers stunning lake views. La Darsena, Tremezzo - Located on the shore of Lake Como, this restaurant serves fresh seafood and traditional Italian dishes. The terrace offers panoramic views of the
lake and the surrounding mountains. Il Gatto Nero, Cernobbio - This Michelin-starred restaurant serves creative Italian cuisine with an emphasis on fresh, local ingredients. The romantic setting, with a terrace overlooking the lake, is perfect for a special occasion. Ristorante La Punta, Bellagio - This restaurant is known for its exceptional seafood
dishes, served in a beautiful setting overlooking the lake. The terrace offers stunning views of the surrounding mountains. La Baia di Paré, Moltrasio - This restaurant serves delicious Mediterranean-inspired cuisine, with a focus on seafood. The outdoor terrace offers beautiful views of the lake. Trattoria del Glicine, Varenna - This traditional trattoria
serves classic Italian dishes made with fresh, locally sourced ingredients. The outdoor terrace is surrounded by beautiful flowers and offers stunning lake views. L'Orangerie, Villa Crespi, Orta San Giulio - This Michelin-starred restaurant is located in a beautiful villa overlooking Lake Orta, about an hour's drive from Lake Como. The cuisine is inspired
by the flavors of the Mediterranean and the Middle East. Al Veluu, Tremezzo - This rustic restaurant serves traditional Italian dishes made with fresh, local ingredients. The outdoor terrace offers stunning views of Lake Como. Imbarcadero, Bellagio - This stylish restaurant offers modern Italian cuisine with a focus on seafood. The outdoor terrace
offers beautiful views of the lake and the surrounding mountains. Salice Blu, Bellagio - This Michelin-starred restaurant serves creative Italian cuisine with a focus on fresh, local ingredients. The outdoor terrace offers beautiful views of Lake Como. There are a number of different travel insurance companies that offer coverage for Italy. Before
purchasing a policy, it is important to do your research and compare policies to make sure you are getting the best coverage for your needs. Some popular choices include World Nomads, Allianz Travel Insurance, and Travelex Insurance Services. Learn more about Italy travel Villa del Balbianello, Via Comoedia, 5, 22016 Lenno CO, Italy - This
beautiful villa on the western shore of Lake Como is a popular spot for Instagram photos, with its stunning gardens, terraces, and lake views. Bellagio Waterfront, Lungolario Manzoni, 22021 Bellagio CO, Italy - The waterfront promenade in Bellagio offers beautiful views of the lake and the surrounding mountains. It's a great spot for photos at sunset.
Castello di Vezio, Via al Castello, 22010 Perledo LC, Italy - This medieval castle on a hilltop above Varenna offers panoramic views of Lake Como and the surrounding countryside. Menaggio Waterfront, Piazza Garibaldi, 22017 Menaggio CO, Italy - The waterfront promenade in Menaggio is a great spot for photos, with views of the lake and the
colorful houses along the shore. Villa Melzi Gardens, Lungolario Manzoni, 22021 Bellagio CO, Italy - The gardens of this beautiful villa in Bellagio offer a peaceful retreat with stunning lake views. Don't miss the Japanese garden and the neoclassical temple. Varenna Waterfront, Via Venini, 22010 Varenna LC, Italy - The colorful houses and boats along
the waterfront in Varenna make for a great photo backdrop. Don't miss the charming cobblestone streets and alleys of the old town. Fiumelatte, Fiumelatte LC, Italy - This small river on the eastern shore of Lake Como is known for its milky white color and picturesque waterfall. It's a great spot for nature photos. Faro Voltiano, Via alla Funicolare,
22032 Brunate CO, Italy - The lighthouse on top of the hill above Como offers panoramic views of the city and the lake. It's a great spot for sunset photos. Villa Serbelloni Gardens, Via Roma, 1, 22021 Bellagio CO, Italy - The gardens of this grand villa in Bellagio offer beautiful views of the lake and the surrounding mountains. Don't miss the colorful
flowers and fountains. Piona Abbey, Via Abbazia, 1, 23874 Piona CO, Italy - This ancient abbey on the eastern shore of Lake Como offers a glimpse into the region's medieval history. The Romanesque architecture and beautiful gardens make for great photo opportunities. Currency: The official currency of Italy is the Euro. Language: Italian is the main
language spoken in Lake CoMO, though English is widely understood in most areas. Weather: Summers are usually warm with temperatures between 18-30 °C (65-85 °F). Winters are mild with temperatures ranging from 0-15°C (32-60°F). Public Transportation: Lake Como's main public transportation includes buses, trains, and ferries. The primary
train station is called Como San Giovanni. Time Zone: Lake Como follows Central European Time (CET). Italian Visa: Depending on where you are from, you may need to obtain a visa before entering Italy. You should check with your local Italian embassy or consulate for more information. If you are an American, Canadian, or Australian citizen, you
will not need a visa for visits of up to 90 days. Electricty Socket: Electrical outlets in Milan are Type F, which accept plugs with round pins or Europlug adapters. The voltage is 230 V and the frequency is 50 Hz. Italy SIM Card: It is recommended to get a local SIM card when travelling in Italy. This will give you the best coverage and access to data
services while roaming. Car Rentals: If you are planning on renting a car in Como, it is important to do your research beforehand. There are several rental companies that offer competitive rates and good customer service. I recommend this car rental service. Get more italy travel tips History of Lago di Como/ Lake Como Lake Como, or Lago di Como
in Italian, is a glacial lake located in the Lombardy region of northern Italy. The lake is shaped like an upside-down Y and stretches over an area of 146 square kilometers, making it the third-largest lake in Italy. The area around Lake Como has been inhabited since prehistoric times, and evidence of human settlements from the Bronze Age has been
found in the region. The lake has been a popular destination for tourists since the Roman era, when wealthy Romans built villas along its shores. During the Middle Ages, Lake Como was a strategic location due to its position on the trade route between Milan and Switzerland. Many towns and villages were founded during this time, and several castles
were built to defend the area. The region became a center of silk production during the Renaissance, and wealthy merchants and aristocrats built elaborate villas and gardens around the lake. In the 19th century, Lake Como became a popular destination for wealthy Europeans, including writers, artists, and composers. Today, the lake remains a
popular tourist destination, known for its scenic beauty, historic towns, and luxury villas. How long should you spend in Lake Como? The length of your stay in Lake Como largely depends on your interests and travel style. However, it is recommended to spend at least two to three days in the area to fully experience its beauty and activities. If you plan
to explore the surrounding towns and attractions, consider staying for five to seven days or more. What is Lake Como best known for? Lake Como is best known for its stunning natural beauty, surrounded by the picturesque Italian Alps and dotted with charming towns along its shores. The lake is also famous for its historic villas and gardens,
including the majestic Villa del Balbianello and Villa Carlotta. Additionally, Lake Como is a popular destination for outdoor activities such as hiking, boating, and windsurfing. Is there a lot to do in Lake Como Italy? Yes, there is plenty to do in Lake Como, Italy. Apart from enjoying the beautiful scenery, visitors can explore the historic villas and
gardens, take a boat tour, hike the surrounding mountains, visit museums and galleries, and enjoy the local cuisine and wine. There are also many charming towns along the lake's shores to explore, such as Bellagio, Varenna, and Menaggio. What to do in a day in Lake Como? If you only have one day in Lake Como, start with a boat tour to admire the
stunning scenery and historic villas. You can also explore the charming town of Bellagio, known for its cobbled streets, boutique shops, and lakeside cafes. Other popular activities include hiking, visiting museums and galleries, and enjoying the local cuisine and wine. Where is the Como train station located? The Como train station is located at Via
Giovanni Battista Pirelli 2, 22100 Como. It is easily accessible by bus or on foot. How often does the Bellagio ferry run? The Bellagio ferry runs from dawn to dusk and operates every 30 minutes throughout the day. Tickets can be purchased online or at ticket offices around the lake. What are some of the best restaurants in Lake Como? Some of the
best restaurants in Lake Como include Trattoria del Glicine in Lenno, Imbarcadero in Bellagio and Salice Blu in Bellagio. All of these restaurants serve modern Italian cuisine with a focus on fresh, local ingredients. What are some of the most popular photography spots in Lake Como? Some of the most popular photography spots around Lake Como
include Villa del Balbianello, Bellagio Waterfront, Castello di Vezio, Menaggio Waterfront, Villa Melzi Gardens, Varenna Waterfront, Fiumelatte, Faro Voltiano and Villa Serbelloni Gardens. On Lake Como, leisure gets an upgrade. You can sip a Negroni in a centuries-old piazza, hike up to a castle before lunch, and still have time for a swim beneath a
waterfall—all before the evening bells chime. Ready to trade your to-do list for a gelato and a ferry ticket? Here's your guide to living your best life on Lake Como.Explore the Towns and VillagesComoThe bustling heart of the lake, Como is where most journeys begin. Stroll its medieval center, admire the Gothic-Renaissance Como Cathedral (one of
Northern Italy's most important churches), and stop by the neoclassical Villa Olmo and its lakeside gardens (open daily and now free to enter). Don't miss the Tempio Voltiano, a museum dedicated to Alessandro Volta, inventor of the electric battery. For sweeping views, ride the funicular up to Brunate and hike the trails above the city.; the funicular
departs from Piazza Alcide de Gasperi and runs year-round.Alexi Rosenfeld//Getty ImagesTourists walk along the steps of the street leading to the top part of the town in Bellagio, Italy.BellagioNicknamed the “Pearl of Lake Como,” Bellagio sits at the intersection of the lake's three branches. Wander the cobbled lanes of its historic center, climb the
photogenic Salita Serbelloni, and visit the Romanesque Church of St. James, dating to the 11th century. The gardens of Villa Melzi d'Eril (open daily from March to November) and the park of Villa Serbelloni are musts, as is Punta Spartivento for panoramic views.VarennaQuieter and more romantic, Varenna charms with its pastel waterfront, the 11th-
century Basilica di San Giorgio, and the tiny Church of San Giovanni Battista with medieval frescoes. The lakeside promenade, known as the “Walk of Lovers,” is lined with cafés and offers dreamy sunset views. Villa Monastero's botanical gardens stretch along the shore and are open March through November, with exotic plants and architectural
follies. Hike up to Castello di Vezio, a medieval castle with panoramic vistas and art installations. The path from Varenna's center to the castle takes about 30 minutes and is part of the famous Sentiero del Viandante hiking route.BRIGITTE HAGEMANN//Getty ImagesBoats and houses in the city of Varenna, on Lake Como.MenaggioMenaggio is
perfect for a lakeside stroll or a lazy afternoon espresso with its vibrant promenade, boutique shops, and lively Piazza Garibaldi. The historic center features the Chiesa di Santa Marta and Chiesa di Santo Stefano, both with beautiful frescoes. Lido di Menaggio is one of the best family-friendly lidos on the lake, featuring pools, a sandy beach, and a
playground. Menaggio is also a gateway to hiking trails and ferry connections to Bellagio and Varenna.NessoTiny and often overlooked, Nesso is home to the Orrido di Nesso gorge and waterfall, formed by the confluence of the Tuf and Nosé streams. Cross the fairytale Civera Bridge, the take the stone steps down for a swim in the lake's clear waters.
The view of the waterfall from the lake is especially impressive—the spot was even mentioned by Leonardo da Vinci.LennoA charming stop after visiting Villa del Balbianello, Lenno's main sqaure features the Church of St. John, built over Roman baths, and the 11th-century octagonal Baptistery. The waterfront promenade is lined with umbrella pines
and benches, and there's a beloved gelateria for a sweet break. Lenno's public beach has grassy and pebble areas, and the harbor is one of the lake's most relaxed.Villa-Hoppingbrandstaetter images//Getty ImagesHillside garden of Villa Carlotta in Tremezzo.Villa del Balbianello (Lenno)Star of Star Wars and James Bond, this 18th-century villa is
famous for its terraced gardens and spectacular lake views. Access it via a 25-minute walk from Lenno or by taxi-boat from the lakeside promenade. The villa and gardens are open to the public (March-November), with guided tours required for the interior. Advanced reservations are highly recommended.Villa Carlotta (Tremezzo)Villa Carlotta is a
masterpiece of art and horticulture, featuring 14 acres of botanical gardens and a museum packed with neoclassical sculptures, paintings, and tapestries. The villa is open from March to November, and the spring is magical for blooms; and autumn is perfect for foliage.Villa Melzi d'Eril (Bellagio)These English-style gardens are dotted with sculptures
and offer a tranquil lakeside promenade, a small museum, and a chapel. The villa itself is private, but the gardens are a highlight of Bellagio.Athanasios Gioumpasis//Getty ImagesGardens of Villa Melzi.Villa Monastero (Varenna)Once a Cistercian convent, now a museum and conference center, Villa Monastero features a botanical garden stretching
along the shore, with exotic plants and architectural follies. The house museum and gardens are open March-November, with extended hours in peak season.Villa Olmo (Como)This neoclassical villa, built in the early 19th century, is now owned by the city and is open for exhibitions and events, and its park is a favorite for lakeside picnics and leisurely
walks. With over 800 trees, it's open daily and free to enter.Outdoor AdventuresAlexi Rosenfeld//Getty ImagesA woman holds up a glass of champagne while on a boat tour in Lake Como, Italy.Boat ToursThe classic Lake Como experience. Public ferries (Navigazione Laghi) connect all the major towns and run year-round. You can also rent a private
boat or join a guided tour for a more customizable day.The Greenway del Lago di ComoThis seven mile walking route follows the ancient Roman Via Regina, weaving through Colonno, Sala Comacina, Tremezzina, and Griante. Expect lakeside villages, historic villas, and endless photo ops. The trail is suitable for all ages and takes about three hours to
complete.HikingBeyond the Greenway, trails abound. Tackle the climb from Como to Brunate for spectacular views, or venture up to Castello di Vezio above Varenna. For serious hikers, the Sentiero del Viandante offers rugged mountain paths and breathtaking scenery. The hike from Varenna to Castello di Vezio is a local favorite.picture
alliance//Getty ImagesA brook near Naggio, Italy.Swimming and BeachesNot every village has a beach, but Menaggio and Bellano offer private lidos with pools and sunbeds. For wild swimming, Nesso's stone steps and the area above the Civera Bridge are local favorites.Orrido di BellanoThis 15-million-year-old gorge features a walkway suspended
above a thunderous river, if you're feeling adventurous.Culture, History, and Hidden GemsREDA//Getty ImagesComo Cathedral.Como Cathedral (Duomo di Como)The largest church on the lake, with a stunning Gothic facade, Renaissance dome, and intricate frescoes. The cathedral is open daily and is a must-see for architecture lovers.Castello di
Vezio (Varenna)Medieval ruins, falconry shows, and panoramic views—plus a bar for that much-needed post-hike drink. The castle is open seasonally and reachable by a 30-minute hike from the town center. Note: Falconry shows are currently suspended until further notice. Frank Bienewald//Getty ImagesAerial view from Castle di Vezio on the town
and Lake Como.Piona Abbey (Colico)A serene, lakeside abbey still inhabited by Cristercian monks, famous for its herbal liqueurs and honey. It's a peaceful spot for contemplation and a taste of local tradition. Visitors can explore the church, cloister, and shop for monastic products.Isola ComacinaThe lake's only island, dotted with archaeological ruins
and walking paths. Reachable by ferry or water taxi, it's an ideal escape from the crowds.MuseumsComo's Silk Museum reveals the region's textile history, and the Pinacoteca Civica houses Italian art masterpieces.DiningAlexi Rosenfeld//Getty ImagesTourists sit at an outdoor pasta restaurant in Bellagio, Italy.Lake Como's culinary scene is as rich as
its scenery. Expect a mix of rustic trattorias, elegant fine dining, and lakeside cafés. Here's a few to try:Feel Como (Como)Modern Italian with a local twist.Tira, Mola e Meseda (Como)Family-run, with standout antipasti, polenta, and roasted veal. The menu evolves with the seasons.Platea Ristorante (Como)Lake views, creative cocktails, and standout
dishes.Piazza Roma Ristorante (Como)The go-to for seafood (try the roasted bell octopus and save room for tiramisu!)Local specialtiesSample lake fish (perch, lavarello), pizzoccheri (buckwheat pasta with cabbage, potatoes, and cheese), and Gorgonzola from the surrounding mountains. Don't miss local gelaterias in every town!Essential Tips for
Visiting Lake ComoLoop Images//Getty ImagesLake Como.Ferries are the best way to get around—driving is tricky and parking is scarce, especially in summer. Book villa tours and fine dining ahead, especially in peak season. Pack comfortable shoes for cobblestones and trails.Lake Como is beautiful year-round, but spring and early autumn offer the
best mix of nice weather and fewer crowds. Lake Como is a fabulous blend of nature, history, and style. Whether you're villa-hopping, hiking, swimming, or simply people-watching with a gelato in hand, every moment feels like a scene from an Italian classic film. Plan well, linger longer, and let the lake work its magic. Ciao!Julia CancillaEngagement
EditorJulia Cancilla is the engagement editor (and resident witch) at ELLE Decor, where she oversees the brand's social media platforms, covers design trends and culture, and writes the monthly ELLE Decoroscope column. Julia built her background at Inked magazine, where she grew their social media audiences by two million and penned feature
articles focusing on pop culture, art, and lifestyle. Today is Mon, 4 Dec 2006 RELATED ARTICLESSpanish Exclamatory Words and Expressionscémo()An adverb is a word that describes a verb, an adjective, or other adverbs (e.g., to run quickly, very tired).adverba. how ¢Cémo hiciste para llegar tan rapido?How did you get here so quickly?No sé
cémo se prende este celular.l don't know how you turn on this cell phone.3. (used in interjections)a. This refers to an idiomatic word or phrase for which there is no word-for-word translation.no direct translationUf, como pesa esta caja!Gosh, this box is heavy!{Cémo me gusta este café!I really like this coffee!An interjection is a short utterance that
expresses emotion, hesitation, or protest (e.g., Wow!).interjectionCopyright © 2025 Curiosity Media Inc.PhrasesMachine TranslatorsTranslate Cémo using machine translators
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