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Why	was	middle	ages	art	so	bad

Byzantine	art	was	characterized	by	its	use	of	gold,	intricate	mosaics,	and	a	penchant	for	ornate	decoration.	Famous	artists	like	Da	Vinci	and	Michelangelo	developed	the	use	of	depth	and	perspective	drawing.	“The	idea	of	artistic	freedom	to	depict	these	people	however	you	want	would	have	been	new.	This	is	one	of	the	main	reasons	that	medieval
paintings	appear	bad	to	us;	the	reason	for	creating	the	paintings	completely	changed.	The	nobles	are	painted	as	tall	and	important.	What	we	do	know	about	the	painters	themselves	was	that	they	made	artwork	that	would	be	appreciated	by	their	target	audience.	The	objective	of	artwork	was	not	to	entertain	or	be	aesthetically	pleasing	(that	was	not
even	a	thing	yet)	but	to	inspire	good	morals	and	scare	those	who	might	want	to	sin.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	This	style	of	art	forced	the	audience	to	draw	their	attention	to	the	center	of	the	painting	where	the	most
important	people	were.	There	are	3	reasons	why	this	is.	As	such	they	are	beautiful	in	their	own	right,	just	not	to	the	average	person	today.	This	was	done	on	purpose.	Renaissance	art	is	marked	by	a	gradual	shift	from	the	abstract	forms	of	the	medieval	period	to	the	representational	forms	of	the	15th	century.	Lack	of	Understanding	of	Perspective	One
of	the	primary	reasons	medieval	art	is	criticized	is	due	to	its	lacked	understanding	of	perspective.	But	why	was	Medieval	art	like	this?	Because	of	this	there	was	not	much	experimentation	with	paintings	during	the	medieval	era.	Further,	unlike	in	the	modern	period	medieval	paintings	were	designed	to	demonstrate	religious	propaganda	to	large
crowds.	For	more	information,	please	see	our	Cookie	Notice	and	our	Privacy	Policy.	It	also	included	illuminated	manuscript	art	and	sculpture.	Andrei	Rublev,	The	Trinity,	1425.	In	fact,	the	purpose	of	art	was	entirely	different	in	the	Dark	Ages.	and	sculpture	(	in	the	round)	was	illegal,	cuz	It	was	idolatry.	Several	new	techniques	were	developed.	Here
at	The	History	Ace	I	strive	to	publish	the	best	history	articles	on	the	internet.	As	a	result	during	the	Renaissance	artists	began	to	write	books	on	new	and	exciting	techniques	on	how	to	paint	realistic	paintings.	Another	reason	that	medieval	paintings	appear	bad	to	us	was	because	the	concept	of	painting	and	art	was	different.	Time
PeriodMedievalDatesLate	4th	century	AD	through	end	of	14th	century	To	us	paintings	and	artwork	of	the	medieval	period	appear	bad	when	compared	to	the	paintings	of	the	renaissance	and	modern	period.	While	these	depictions	may	seem	bizarre	or	even	disturbing	to	modern	eyes,	they	reflect	the	creative	challenges	and	theological	concepts	of	the
era.	Subjects	grew	from	mostly	biblical	scenes	to	include	portraits,	episodes	from	Classical	religion,	and	events	from	contemporary	life.	The	above	medieval	painting	highlights	the	rebuilding	of	the	temple	of	Jerusalem	during	the	Crusades.	Why	are	they	so	creepy	and	unsettling?Despite	all	weirdness,	I	think	the	art	of	the	Dark	Ages	is	absolutely	great
–	mostly	because	it	distinctly	reflects	the	cultural	state	of	society	of	the	time	--	and	this	is	the	main	quality	of	art!From	fancy	manuscripts	to	tapestries	and	sculptures,	the	art	of	the	dark	ages	reflects	the	social,	political,	and	religious	attitudes	of	its	time.	The	image	portrays	a	legend	in	which	the	Egyptian	god	Amon,	seen	as	a	demon	by	European
audiences,	seduced	and	deceived	the	queen.	Contextualizing	the	art	within	its	own	time	allows	us	to	appreciate	the	skill,	creativity,	and	beauty	that	medieval	artists	brought	to	their	work,	even	if	it	doesn’t	always	conform	to	our	modern	expectations.	Why	do	old	paintings	look	weird?	The	work	emerged	from	the	early	Christian	church	influence	as	well
as	the	Roman	Empire	heritage.	READ:			How	was	life	in	1990s	in	India?What	was	the	focus	of	medieval	art?	The	Middle	Ages	were	far	from	a	cultural	monolith,	and	people	today	have	come	to	associate	certain	characteristics	with	the	art	of	that	time.	No	warranties	are	given.	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any
purpose,	even	commercially.	Renaissance	art	was	less	focused	on	religion	and	more	focused	on	the	daily	life	of	people.	Once	you	realize	that	Medieval	paintings	look	how	they	do	for	a	reason,	the	myth	of	the	Dark	Ages	being	barbaric	and	impossible	to	understand	starts	to	crumble.	Influence	of	Byzantine	Art	The	Byzantine	Empire	had	a	significant
impact	on	the	development	of	medieval	art,	especially	in	the	East.	If	you	spend,	at	least,	some	time	online,	you	will	probably	see	people	make	fun	of	European	Medieval	art.	“The	strangeness	that	we	see	in	medieval	art	stems	from	a	lack	of	interest	in	naturalism,	and	they	veered	more	toward	expressionistic	conventions,”	Averett	says.	The	religious
people	of	medieval	Europe	and	the	church.	A	very	prominent	difference	between	the	Renaissance	and	Middle	Ages	is	that	of	the	art.	The	medieval	time	the	powers	were	very	prude,so	they	didn’t	paint	bodies	with	quite	the	same	“focus”	more	of	a	dis-focus.	This	vertical	scale	of	people	in	the	painting	designated	their	importance	within	society.	In
comparison	to	the	more	realistic	and	harmonious	compositions	of	classical	art,	medieval	art	often	appears	clumsy	and	amateurish.	It's	worth	noting	that	the	prevalence	of	bloodshed	and	sexual	imagery	in	medieval	art	is	not	necessarily	related	to	religion,	despite	popular	misconceptions.	The	reason	for	their	adult-like	features	is	that	Christians
believed	the	Savior	was	born	perfect	and	did	not	need	to	change,	even	with	age.	Most	of	the	art	created	during	that	period	was	religious.	How	is	Gothic	sculpture	influenced	by	the	architecture	of	the	period?	With	its	depictions	of	grotesque	creatures,	macabre	scenes,	and	even	more	bizarrely,	frightening	babies,	medieval	art	is	indeed	a	treasure	trove
of	visual	oddities.	This	can	result	in	a	lack	of	diversity	and	innovation	in	artistic	expression.	Mosaics	on	the	floor	of	The	Torcello	Cathedral	in	Venice,	Italy.	Many	people	are	not	aware	of	just	how	important	this	event	actually	was.Read	More	Why	did	the	Roman	people	love	chariot	racing?	However	we	do	know	that	often	they	would	be	employed	by	the
church	to	some	degree.	While	such	depictions	may	appear	shocking	or	even	taboo	by	today's	standards,	it's	important	to	consider	their	intended	purpose	and	meaning	in	the	context	of	their	time.	The	Middle	Ages,	spanning	from	the	5th	to	the	15th	century,	was	a	period	of	significant	artistic	and	cultural	development.	Figures	depicted	in	Gothic
sculpture	became	more	realistic	and	closely	related	to	medieval	cathedrals.	Third,	medieval	painters	were	prevented	from	experimenting	with	art.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	There	you	have	it;	an	article	on	the	3	reasons	why	medieval	paintings	appear	so	bad	to	us
today.	Now,	for	the	question	that	has	been	bothering	everyone:	the	notorious	“ugly	babies”	you	see	in	Medieval	art	are	supposed	to	be	Jesus.	Some	artists	sought	out	the	unusual	or	ugly,	as	way	of	studying	human	character	or	making	a	point	about	sin	or	politics.	The	main	differences	between	Medieval	Art	and	Renaissance	Art	is	the	Renaissance	Art
used	perspective,	proper	proportions	and	light	whereas	with	Medieval	Art	the	paintings	were	flat,	did	not	have	realistic	proportions	and	used	single	colors	on	objects.	Many	of	these	seemingly	salacious	depictions	were	actually	found	in	religious	texts,	intended	to	convey	moral	lessons	and	cautionary	tales.	Icons	depicting	saints,	Jesus	Christ,	the
Virgin	Mary,	and	scenes	from	the	Bible	were	extremely	widespread	in	Medieval	Europe.	Further,	often	the	painters	would	be	part	of	the	church	itself.	The	3	reasons	why	medieval	paintings	appear	bad	to	us.	READ:			What	does	living	the	bachelor	life	mean?What	are	the	different	periods	of	Middle	Ages	art?	Here	is	how	the	American	Revolution
changed	the	world.	It	almost	takes	a	trained	eye	to	be	able	to	view	them	in	how	they	were	designed.	It	is	not	that	artists	back	then	did	not	understand	perspective	—	they	simply	chose	to	not	use	it.	"Medieval	art	is	all	about	awkwardly	depicted	halos,	gaudy	colors,	and	a	general	lack	of	aesthetic	appeal,"	a	common	sentiment	might	go.	Did	the	artists
lose	all	their	skills?Why	are	there	so	many	bloody	and	vulgar	images?What's	wrong	with	baby	images?	For	example,	angels	or	saints	were	given	unnatural	proportions	and	made	much	larger	than	other	figures	to	highlight	their	otherworldliness.	If	you	liked	content	like	this	then	feel	free	to	subscribe	to	the	free	newsletter	to	remain	up	to	date	on	all
things	history.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	Which	means	this	trend	may	have	began	as	a	shift	in	ideology,	and
thus	leading	to	the	decline	of	technique.	Medieval	paintings	were	designed	to	demonstrate	a	person’s	importance	within	a	culture.	However,	after	the	black	plague	ravaged	Europe	artists	found	less	of	a	constraining	environment	to	paint.	Table:	Common	Characteristics	of	Medieval	Art	Style	Elements	Influence	Byzantine	Gold,	mosaics,	ornate
decoration	Byzantine	Empire	Romanesque	Awnings,	acanthus	leaves,	foliate	borders	Roman	architecture	and	sculpture	Gothic	Pointed	arches,	ribbed	vaults,	stained	glass	Cathedral	construction	and	ornate	decoration	International	Gothic	Elaborate:	borders,	grotesques,	and	foliage	Northern	Italy	and	Southern	Netherlands	Conclusion	Medieval	art,
while	often	criticized	for	its	perceived	lack	of	aesthetic	appeal,	possessed	its	own	unique	characteristics	and	strengths.	The	Renaissance	artists	had	a	deep	sense	of	perspective	and	developed	two	dimensional	effects.	What	defines	medieval	art?	You	can	read	it	by	clicking	here.)	This	style	of	artwork	created	a	forced	perspective.	This	radically	changed
the	way	in	which	paintings	were	designed	across	Europe.	This	could	be	explained	by,	once	again,	the	subjects	that	they	depicted.	First,	medieval	paintings	were	designed	to	demonstrate	vertical	size	not	depth.	What	is	the	characteristics	of	medieval	art?	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Let’s
delve	into	the	reasons	behind	the	criticism	and	try	to	uncover	why	medieval	art	is	often	considered,	well,	less	than	impressive.	The	laws	of	linear	perspective,	which	would	later	become	a	crucial	element	in	Renaissance	art,	were	not	fully	grasped	by	medieval	artists.	Which	were	deliberately	employed	to	convey	deeper	spiritual	truths,	reflecting	the
values	and	beliefs	of	the	era.	Below	is	The	School	of	Athens	by	the	famous	painter	Raphael.	References	The	Art	Book:	A	global	collection	of	700	works	from	30,000	BCE	–	today	(Phaidon	Press,	1996)	Medieval	Art:	A	Very	Short	Introduction	(Oxford	University	Press,	2015)	The	Oxford	Handbook	of	Medieval	Art	and	Architecture	(Oxford	University
Press,	2012)	Your	friends	have	asked	us	these	questions	-	Check	out	the	answers!	Medieval	art,	spanning	approximately	from	the	5th	to	the	15th	century,	can	often	be	characterized	by	its	striking,	intricate,	and	at	times,	unsettling	aesthetics.	If	you	feel	like	the	Medieval	artists	did	not	care	about	realism,	you	are	correct.	According	to	the	beliefs	of	the
time,	Jesus	came	into	our	world	in	his	perfect	form	which	he	didn’t	change	later.Thus,	it's	not	surprising	that	artists	struggled	to	portray	him	as	an	infant	with	limited	artistic	conventions	at	their	disposal.	The	images	created	at	that	time	were	realistic	as	far	as	the	ideas	and	cultural	values	they	represented	-	…	In	medieval	ages,	paintings	were	mostly
done	on	heavy	panels	of	wood.	It's	worth	mentioning	that	most	of	baby	figures	in	Mediaeval	art	were	meant	to	represent	Jesus	himself.	Further,	you	can	check	out	some	of	the	other	articles	below.	During	the	modern	era	paintings	were	designed	to	be	appealing	and	tell	stories.	Gothic	art	grew	out	of	Romanesque	art.	Art	from	the	Middle	Ages,
spanning	from	around	500	to	1500	AD,	served	a	myriad	of	purposes	distinct	from	those	of	modern	art.	Further,	all	people	in	the	painting	are	the	same	size	and	lifelike.	From	this	they	would	be	paid	to	produce	art	that	reinforced	the	style	of	monastic	art.	These	elements,	while	aesthetically	pleasing	in	their	time,	seem	overly	ornate	and	gaudy	to
modern	eyes.	Though	the	Middle	Ages	neither	begin	nor	end	neatly	at	any	particular	date,	art	historians	generally	classify	medieval	art	into	the	following	periods:	Early	Medieval	Art,	Romanesque	Art,	and	Gothic	Art.	However,	when	it	comes	to	the	artistic	merit	of	medieval	art,	many	people	have	a	rather…	lukewarm	response.	Second,	the	purpose	of
medieval	paintings	differed	drastically	from	later	paintings.	But	is	this	harsh	judgment	fair?	Well	it	all	comes	down	to	these	3	reasons.Read	More	What	was	the	design	and	color	of	Roman	Chariots?	They	portrayed	human	beauty	and	the	religion	predominantly.	Influence	of	Popular	Culture	and	Patrons	The	patronage	system,	where	wealthy	individuals
and	institutions	sponsored	artistic	endeavors,	played	a	significant	role	in	shaping	the	direction	of	medieval	art.	Paintings	and	art	during	the	medieval	period	were	used	to	convey	status	and	religion.	The	concept	of	art	completely	changed	between	the	medieval	and	modern	era.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the
license	terms.	The	resulting	images	often	feature	an	incongruous	combination	of	mature,	world-weary	features	and	the	tiny	bodies	of	infants.	Why	did	art	in	the	Middle	Ages	look	so	flat	compared	to	Renaissance	art?	Not	much	is	known	about	medieval	painters.	They	were	not	intended	to	glorify	or	promote	immoral	behavior,	but	rather	to	discourage
it.	In	the	end,	it	is	unfair	to	judge	medieval	art	based	solely	on	modern	standards.	142	cm	×	114	cm	(56	in	×	45	inches)	In	this	context,	artists	were	tasked	with	conveying	complex	theological	concepts	through	visual	symbols	and	allegories,	rather	than	realistic	representations	of	the	physical	world.	Much	of	it	was	deeply	religious	in	nature,	intended
to	convey	…	During	the	Middle	Ages,	the	ideas	that	artists	sought	to	depict	were	allegorical	-	the	allegory	a	central	form	of	medieval	art	and	culture.	One	of	the	first	things	you	notice	is	that	the	latter	is	pretty	realistic,	while	the	former	is	highly	stylized	and	flat.	Notice	how	the	most	important	figure,	the	man	on	the	bottom	right	is	taller	than
everybody	else?	Notice	how	the	painting	conveys	depth	and	draws	your	eyes	to	the	center?	The	Renaissance	artists	followed	the	more	classical	form	of	art.	The	biggest	difference	between	Renaissance	art	and	Medieval	art	was	the	focus	on	artistic	realism.	Even	if	you	are	a	historian	or	just	someone	who	is	extremely	open-minded	about	art,	you	have	to
admit	that	Medieval	artwork	is	drastically	different	from	what	was	created	during	any	other	period.	By	rejecting	non-essential	cookies,	Reddit	may	still	use	certain	cookies	to	ensure	the	proper	functionality	of	our	platform.	One	of	the	main	reasons	that	medieval	paintings	appear	so	bad	to	us	today	is	because	the	painters	themselves	could	not
experiment	easily.	Why	is	Medieval	Art	so	Bad?	In	the	renaissance	it	became	more	acceptable	to	use	nude	models,	…	Much	like	today,	the	fashions	and	trends	changed	and	that's	why	medieval	art	looks	like	it	does,	and	why	all	subsequent	(and	subjective)	art	movements	look	…	Since	all	of	the	art	was	so	spiritual,	realism	was	not	valued.	Many	of	these
paintings	do	look	kind	of	weird.	Thirdly	–	what’s	wrong	with	all	those	babies?	Popular	culture	and	taste	often	dictated	the	style	and	subject	matter	of	artworks,	leading	to	a	focus	on	devotional	and	narrative	themes.	The	stonecutters	on	the	other	hand	are	painted	as	small	and	insignificant.	As	a	result,	they	often	employed	simplified	forms	and	shapes,
without	necessarily	striving	for	previously	established	notions	of	beauty	or	realism.One	example	of	this	can	be	seen	in	the	icon	of	The	Trinity,	where	the	faces	are	nearly	identical,	and	the	figures	are	devoid	of	specific	anatomical	details.	While	not	bad	themselves	the	paintings	of	the	medieval	era	were	created	completely	differently.	Rather,	their
artistic	pursuits	were	formed	by	a	different	set	of	values	and	beliefs,	centered	around	the	primacy	of	spirituality	and	the	non-material	world.	It	was	a	period	of	great	transformation,	from	the	fall	of	the	Roman	Empire	to	the	rise	of	the	Church,	and	medieval	art	reflects	this	change	with	its	diverse	range	of	styles	and	subject	matter.In	this	article,	I	will
attempt	to	explain	the	most	strange	and	unsettling	imageries	of	Middle	Ages	art,	so	you	could	understand	it	a	bit	better	and	maybe	even	start	to	enjoy	this	art-wise	bizarre	period	of	human	creativity.	Now	let’s	look	at	a	renaissance	painting.	This	perspective	resulted	in	a	more	realistic	painting	which	is	more	appealing	to	the	general	audience.	It
included	architectural	details	like	stained	glass	art,	large	murals	on	walls	and	domed	ceilings,	and	carvings	on	buildings	and	columns.	First	of	all	(and	it	may	sound	unexpected	and	even	unconvincing),	artists	of	the	Middle	Ages	did	not	forget	how	to	draw	realistically,	as	one	may	be	tempted	to	believe.	This	change	was	called	anamorphosis	and	it	was
pioneered	in	part	by	Leonardo	da	Vinci.	In	turn,	this	made	most	of	the	people	in	medieval	art	look	similar.	Several	of	the	most	beautiful	paintings	of	the	medieval	period	come	out	of	hand	copied	texts	that	came	out	of	churches	across	Europe	during	the	medieval	era.	Reddit	and	its	partners	use	cookies	and	similar	technologies	to	provide	you	with	a
better	experience.	I	personally	think	that	the	lack	of	realistic	painting	during	much	of	the	Middle	Ages	is	due	to	both	a	transition	in	ideology	and	style	as	well	as	a	loss	of	technique.	A	time	of	artwork	that	was	characterized	by	iconographic	painting	illustrations	of	Biblical	scenes.	One	such	technique	that	renaissance	artists	were	allowed	to	experiment
after	the	medieval	era	was	sfumato.	Because	medieval	paintings	were	designed	to	demonstrate	vertical	scale	and	not	depth	they	appear	bad	to	us	today.	Its	focus	was	on	religion	and	Christianity.	Other	than	the	church	private	nobles	would	commission	paintings	to	be	created	that	solidified	their	place	within	society.	Angelika	Semynina	Originally
Answered:	Why	do	medieval	drawings	look	very	badly	drawn	in	comparison	to	renaissance	art?	The	resulting	artworks	often	appear	primitive	and	rough,	lacking	the	refinement	and	precision	we	expect	from	modern	art.	It	was	the	meaning	that	mattered,	not	visuals	or	other	“materialistic”	things.	During	the	middle	ages	the	Catholic	church	would	hire
an	artist	to	design	a	painting	that	would	convey	a	religious	ideology	across	the	masses.	Medieval	Art:	Characteristics	and	Influences.	By	accepting	all	cookies,	you	agree	to	our	use	of	cookies	to	deliver	and	maintain	our	services	and	site,	improve	the	quality	of	Reddit,	personalize	Reddit	content	and	advertising,	and	measure	the	effectiveness	of
advertising.	During	this	time	art	made	from	Eastern-European	and	Germanic	peoples	emerged.	Limited	Use	of	Mediums	and	Techniques	Medieval	artists	worked	primarily	with	stone,	wood,	metal,	and	stained	glass,	with	limited	understanding	of	the	properties	and	potential	of	various	materials.	Mosaic	of	Jesus	Christ	in	Istanbul,	Turkey.	The	license
may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	Further,	do	you	notice	the	size	difference	between	all	the	people?	How	did	art	change	from	the	Middle	Ages	to	the	Renaissance?	Another	feature	of	Medieval	art	that	adds	to	its	signature	look	is	the	absence	of	depth.	One	of	the	main	reasons	why	medieval	paintings	appear	bad	to
us	is	the	different	types	of	scale	used.	Examining	the	technical	limitations	and	cultural	pressures	that	shaped	medieval	art	provides	insight	into	the	artistic	decisions	made	during	this	period.	How	did	Renaissance	artists	differ	from	the	artists	of	the	Middle	Ages	what	did	they	do	that	was	similar?	READ:			What	was	the	name	of	the	Ottoman	military
guard	corps?How	did	the	Renaissance	differ	from	the	Middle	Ages?	This	resulted	in	distorted	proportions,	awkwardly	posed	figures,	and	a	general	sense	of	disorientation	in	the	viewer.	As	such,	one	of	the	main	reasons	that	medieval	paintings	appear	so	bad	to	us	was	the	lack	of	room	for	artists	to	experiment	with	their	art	during	the	medieval	period.
Notice	how	the	painting	does	not	demonstrate	religious	icons?	Without	further	ado,	here	are	the	3	reasons	why	medieval	paintings	appear	bad	to	us.	Since	all	of	the	art	was	so	spiritual,	realism	was	not	valued.	This	is	because	the	entire	audience	basis	of	paintings	changed	in	the	modern	era.	Da	Vinci	made	many	studies	of	grotesque	faces,	because	he
was	intensely	interested	in	the	human	being	behind	the	face,	how	time	and	personality	can	affect	the	way	people	look.	(If	you’re	interested	in	further	reading	I	wrote	up	an	entire	article	on	how	Leonardo	da	Vinci	changed	world	history	forever.	Understanding	the	historical	context	and	influences	behind	these	artworks	can	help	to	appreciate	the
artistic	efforts	of	the	time.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	Why	is	the	art	of	that	time	drawn	so	poorly?	…	What	are	the
characteristics	and	influence	of	medieval	art?	Another	development	was	the	study	of	anatomy.	Similarly,	Gothic	sculpture	borrowed	motifs	from	the	architecture	of	the	period	since	it	was	primarily	used	to	decorate	exteriors	of	cathedrals	and	other	religious	buildings.	Why	does	medieval	art	look	like	that?	Lack	of	technical	skill	and	experience	in
techniques	like	oil	painting,	fresco,	and	perspective	further	hindered	the	development	of	more	sophisticated	art.	Art	from	this	period	was	created	between	the	fourth	century	and	1050	A.D.	Why	was	there	a	lack	of	realistic	painting	during	the	Middle	Ages?	The	Byzantine	style’s	emphasis	on	surface	decoration	and	lack	of	naturalism	led	to	a
preoccupation	with	grandeur	and	luxury,	often	resulting	in	art	that	appears	heavy-handed	and	lacking	in	subtlety.	Were	they	faster	or	slower	then	normal	chariots?	Now	if	we	look	at	a	renaissance	painting	Mona	Lisa	by	Leonardo	da	Vinci	we	will	notice	some	differences.	Early	medieval	art	shared	some	defining	characteristics	including	iconography,
Christian	subject	matter,	elaborate	patterns	and	decoration,	bright	colors,	the	use	of	precious	metals,	gems,	and	other	luxurious	materials,	stylized	figures,	and	social	status.	In	the	medieval	period	paintings	were	designed	for	only	one	purpose,	to	reinforce	the	power	structure	of	medieval	society.	Well	here	is	everything!Read	More	Sincerely,	Nick
Reddit	and	its	partners	use	cookies	and	similar	technologies	to	provide	you	with	a	better	experience.	Let’s	compare	a	work	of	art	created	in	the	Middle	Ages	and,	let’s	say,	a	late	Renaissance	painting.	For	example,	take	the	depiction	of	the	conception	of	Alexander	the	Great,	which	may	appear	to	be	a	someone’s	fetish	fantasy	about	dragons,	but	in
reality,	it	is	an	illustration	from	a	historical	text.	One	popular	explanation	is	that	artists	attempted	to	attach	adult	faces	to	childlike	forms,	or	to	portray	Jesus	as	a	"homunculus"	-	a	miniature	adult.	Medieval	art—which	includes	a	wide	variety	of	art	and	architecture—refers	to	a	period	also	known	as	the	Middle	Ages,	which	roughly	spanned	from	the	fall
of	the	Roman	Empire	in	476	A.D.	to	the	early	stages	of	the	Renaissance	in	the	14th	century.	If	at	the	end	you	liked	this	article	then	consider	subscribing	to	the	free	newsletter	and	sharing	around.	During	the	medieval	era	paintings	were	used	to	convey	power	and	religion	to	society.	After	all,	humans	did	not	change	too	much	over	centuries.	One	of	the
main	reasons	that	medieval	paintings	appear	bad	to	us	is	because	the	paintings	themselves	were	designed	to	show	vertical	scale.
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