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email as soon as possible to the following address. We'll correct any information we find to be incorrect in time. 1 Gundar Hardstriker, captain and navigator of the Skandian Wolfcloud, chewed disconcertingly on a hard-smoked, hard-smoked beef. His crew was hugged under rough tree shelters, talking quietly, eating and trying to stay warm around
the small smoky fires that were all they could manage in this time. This close to the coast, the snow used to go on a cold sled in the middle of the day, cooling off as the afternoon wore. He knew the crew was looking for him for a way out. And he knew that soon he would have to tell them that he had no answers for them. They were stuck in Araluen
with no hope of escape. Fifty meters away, Wolfcloud was on the riverbank, singing on one side. Even from this distance, the eye of his sailor could reveal the slight torsion of a third of the road along his hull, and his sight approached to break his heart. To a Skandian, his ship was almost a living thing, an extension of himself, an expression of his
being. Now his ship has been destroyed, his jaw irreparably broken, his hull has bent. It was good for nothing, but turning into wood and wood to burn while winter time wrapped its cold hands around them. Until now, able to avoid stripping the ship, but knew he could not wait much longer. They would need wood to build more substantial huts and
burn as firewood. But as long as she still looked like a ship, even with that damn touch to her hull, she could a sense of pride in being a skirl, or captain of the ship. The trip had been a disaster from start to finish, he reflected gloomily. They had raided the Gallic and Iberian coastal villages, which were as far from Araluen as they did. Raids on the
coast of Araluen were few and far between these days, since the SkandianOberjarl had signed a treaty with King Araluen. In fact, they were not forbidden to raid. But they were discouraged by Oberjarl Erak, and only a very stupid or foolish slide would be eager to face Erak’s style of discouragement. But Gundar and his men had been the last of the
fleet of raids to reach the Black Sea, and found the villages empty, robbed by previous ships, or preconceived and ready to take revenge on a single predator. There was a hard fight. He had lost several men and there was nothing left to show. Finally, as a last resort, he had landed on an island off the southeastern coast of Araluen, desperate for
arrangements to see him and his men through the winter on the long journey north. He smiled sadly as he thought. If there was a bright spot on the journey, it was. Prepared to fight and lose more lives, desperate to feed, Skandian’s crew had been greeted by a young Ranger, just the one they had fought alongside Erak in the battle against the
Temujai a few years ago. Surprisingly, the Ranger had offered to feed them. He had also invited them to a banquet that night in the castle, along with local dignitaries and their wives. Gundar’s smile widened to the memory of that evening, as he recalled how his rough and dumb sailors had remained on their best manners, humbly asking their table
mates to pass the meat, please, or just asking for a little more beer in their drinking cups. These were men who were accustomed to heal with heart, tearing their legs from the roasted boar with their bare hands and occasionally swilling their wings directly from the barrel. Their attempts to mingle with the educated society would have been the basis
of some great stories in Skandia. Her smile has faded. Go back to Skandia. He had no idea how they’d get back to Skandia. Or even if they come home. They had left Seacliff Island well fed and supplied for the long journey. The Ranger had also provided them with the means for a small profit from the journey, in the form of a slave. The man’s name
was Buttle. John Buttle. He was a criminal, a thief and a murderer, and his presence in Araluen was a source of potential trouble for the Ranger. As a favor, the young man had asked Gundar to take him as Skandia’s slave. The skirl naturally agreed. The man was strong and fit, and he would have taken a good price when they got home. But will they
ever see Hallasholm again? They had slapped a slap in a massive just short of Point Sentinel and were brought to the south and west before it. As they approached the Araluen coast, Gundar ordered Buttle's chains hitThey were heading for a sea beach, a situation that all sailors feared, and there was a good chance that the ship would not survive.
Man should have a chance, Gundar thought.160; He could still feel the incriminating as Wolfcloud crashed into a hidden rock. At the time, he felt it as if his spine was breaking, and he could swear he heard the ship screaming in agony. He knew at once, from his slow response to the helm and from the way she fell between the peaks and the pants of
the waves, that his spine was fractured. With each successive wave, the wound deepened, and it was only a matter of time before it split in two and fell. But Wolfcloud was a hard ship, and it was already in 226; Huh? ready to lie down and die226; However.
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