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Download this explanation as a PDF.Click here for our complete programme to perfect your English grammar.Tag questions (or question tags) turn a statement into a question. They are often used for checking information that we think we know is true.Tag questions are made using an auxiliary verb (for example: be or have) and a subject pronoun
(for example: I, you, she).Negative question tags are usually contracted: It's warm today, isn't it (not 'is it not')Usually if the main clause is positive, the question tag is negative, and if the main clause is negative, it's positive. For example: It's cold (positive), isn't it (negative)? And: It isn't cold (negative), is it (positive)?If the main clause has an
auxiliary verb in it, you use the same verb in the tag question. If there is no auxiliary verb (in the present simple and past simple) use do / does / did (just like when you make a normal question).There is one weird exception: the question tag after I am is aren't I.For example: I'm in charge of the food, aren't I?Postive sentences, with negative
tagsPresent simple 'be'She's Italian, isn't she?Present simple other verbsThey live in London, don't they? Present continuousWe're working tomorrow, aren't we?Past simple 'be'lt was cold yesterday, wasn't it?Past simple other verbsHe went to the party last night, didn't he?Past continuousWe were waiting at the station, weren't we?Present
perfectThey've been to Japan, haven't they?Present perfect continuousShe's been studying a lot recently, hasn't she?Past perfectHe had forgotten his wallet, hadn't he?Past perfect continuousWe'd been working, hadn't we?Future simpleShe'll come at six, won't she?Future continuousThey'll be arriving soon, won't they?Future perfectThey'll have
finished before nine, won't they?Future perfect continuousShe'll have been cooking all day, won't she?ModalsHe can help, can't he? ModalsJohn must stay, mustn't he?Negative sentences, with positive tagsPresent simple 'be'We aren't late, are we?Present simple other verbsShe doesn't have any children, does she? Present continuousThe bus isn't
coming, is it?Past simple 'be'She wasn't at home yesterday, was she?Past simple other verbsThey didn't go out last Sunday, did they?Past continuousYou weren't sleeping, were you?Present perfectShe hasn't eaten all the cake, has she?Present perfect continuousHe hasn't been running in this weather, has he?Past perfectWe hadn't been to London
before, had we?Past perfect continuousYou hadn't been sleeping, had you?Future simpleThey won't be late, will they?Future continuousHe won't be studying tonight, will he?Future perfectShe won't have left work before six, will she?Future perfect continuousHe won't have been travelling all day, will he?ModalsShe can't speak Arabic, can she?
ModalsThey mustn't come early, must they?Try an exercise about tag questions with the present simple here. Do you know how to use tag questions? You might be surprised at how common they are in daily conversation. You probably already use them. My guide is sure to teach you all about tag questions, including their uses and examples.Plus, Ive
even provided a handy worksheet to help you practice using them yourself. Lets get started!A tag question is very easy to identify because its placed at the end of the statement and is very short. Tag questions are often employed to seek confirmation or reinforce a statement. We use positive tag questions with negative statements and vice-versa.Youll
find them as a short phrase that typically appears at the end of a sentence. It makes a statement sound more interrogative by adding a questioning element to it. There are many different types of question tags, which can be used to communicate various meanings and feelings.For example, an expression like you wouldnt believe how well my dog is
doing might be followed by a positive-sounding question tag such as would you?Alternatively, an assertion such as she is bothering you could be followed with a negative or uncertain-sounding question tag such as isntshe?In addition to their grammatical function, question tags can also help to convey the speakers attitude or tone of voice. Whether
they express surprise, doubt, or disbelief, question tags enable us to add extra nuance and feeling to our statements and questions.Tag questions can usually be replied to with a direct answer of yes or no.When offering a simple answer, know that negative tag questions usually expect a positive answer, while positive tag questions imply that the
person is expecting a negative answer. You can also answer by adding an auxiliary verb after yes or no.Lets look at some examples with a correct answer:You took the car keys last night, didnt you? Yes, I did.Im not being intrusive by asking all these questions, am I? No, youre not.When forming tag questions, there are a few simple rules to
remember.The first rule is always to have an identical subject for the tag question and the original statement.For example:Correct: I am not imposing, am I? Notice how I is the same subject used in both constructions.Incorrect: You didnt listen to a word I said, did I? (It should be did you?)The second rule is to have the verb in the statement match the
verb in the tag. Both verbs must have the same tense.Examples:You have been feeling better these past few days, havent you?Sarah cant afford to pay rent if she loses her job, can she?The third rule to keep in mind is to always use a positive tag question with a negative statement (and vice-versa).Examples:Correct: John has been studying really hard
for this exam, hasnt he?Incorrect: John has been studying really hard for this exam, has he?Correct: Tina didnt miss a single school day this year, did she?Incorrect: Tina didnt miss a single school day this year, didnt she?Here are some more question tag examples:Youre not used to cold temperatures, are you?Gabriel can speak Spanish fluently, cant
he?I dont talk too loud, do I?The use of question tags is a common feature of many different languages and dialects. Question tags are short phrases or words that follow a declarative statement and function to reflect the speakers attitude or level of certainty about the statement.In English, for example, question tags might include isnt it?, arent they?,
or didnt we?. There are several reasons these types of questions are used, such as to express uncertainty, check listener comprehension, or sharpen an affirmative statement.Question tags can also increase verbal fluency and help listeners engage more actively with the speakers message. The purpose of question tags is to facilitate communication
and help people to share their thoughts and opinions clearly and effectively.To add a tag question, you need to start with an affirmation in the main clause. Add a comma at the end of that affirmation and use the verbs reverse form (negative or positive) in the main clause.The most straightforward formula is positive/negative main clause statement +
comma + negative/positive verb from the main clause.Examples:You like lasagna, dont you?Nancy is Dwights first cousin, isnt he?Bob doesnt like going to parties, does he?A tag question is a short sentence or phrase at the end of another sentence that expresses doubt or uncertainty. To identify a tag question, you need to look for these particular
words and examine whether the rest of the sentence has a different level of certainty than what is expressed at the end.For example, consider the following sentence: Hes never in on time, is he?The statement is he is a tag question because it expresses uncertainty about whether or not its main point that hes late all the time is valid.Other clues that
you might be looking at a tag question include statements like arent I and structures such as imperatives followed by an explicit question like arent we or shouldnt we.Positive tag question endings are a type of grammatical construction in which a clause or sentence is followed by a question that reinforces or contradicts the original idea. This type of
tag question can be quite effective, allowing speakers to quickly test their ideas and adapt their wording to communicate effectively.Because positive statement tag questions require speakers to make declarative statements followed by a direct inquiry, they are usually used when asking for confirmation or verification of information.Examples of
positive sentences with question tags:Mother is always right, isnt she?You will help me finish my essay, wont you?Negative question tags are a common feature of everyday speech, used to express doubt or uncertainty about a particular statement.For example, you might say, they arent happy with the current situation, are they? when expressing your
own skepticism about a decision that has just been made. Using the word arent makes the statement negative.While negative statement tag questions can help us to appear more forthcoming and engaging in conversations, research suggests that they can also be perceived as dismissive or judgmental if used too frequently.A tag question is a short,
grammatical unit used to express uncertainty or ask for confirmation. Typically, it consists of a statement followed by what appears to be a question. In reality, however, this question part states what is already implied in the original statement. Tag questions can also be used to convey politeness or modesty. I hope this helped you better understand
them!90%(10)90% found this document useful (10 votes)21K viewsThe document outlines 8 rules for forming question tags in English sentences. The rules specify that the question tag and main sentence must match in tense, negative tags use contracted formSaveSave Rules of Question Tags For Later90%90% found this document useful, undefined
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UNIVERSITIES Question Tags & Answer Tags: Meaning, Examples and Rules of TagsA question tag is a type of question often found at the end of a statement. It is used to change a statement or sentence to a question when it is added. Question tag is a common device in conversation which is aimed at making a statement and at once ask the listener
to confirm it.Before mentioning the rules guiding the use of question tags, it is important to differentiate between a positive statement or sentence and a negative statement or sentence. A positive statement or affirmative sentence is a statement or sentence without, no, not or never in its verb elements.Examples:(a) He is early this morning.(c) You
can swim very well.A negative statement or sentence is one which has, no, not or never in its verb elements.(a) He isnt early this morning.(c) You cant swim very well.Question tag is also known as conversation question. There are rules guiding use of question tags which are:Rules For Using Question TagsThere are 7 major rules guiding the use of
question tags. See them below as well as their examples.1) Positive statements attract negative question tags (i.e., question tags With not.)Examples:(a) He is early this morning, isnt it?(b) You can swim very well, can t you?2) Negative statements attract positive question tags (1.e., question tags without not)(a) He isnt early this morning, is he(b) You
cant swim very well, can you?3. The auxiliaries or helping verbs repeat themselves in the tag(a) He has finished the work, hasnt he? e fr(6) She will sing on Sunday, won T she4. Other verbs (main or lexical ) use do in the tag(a) Joseph called you yesterday, didnt he?(b) Mary and Yetunde always sing a song, dont they?5. The subject in the tag is always
a pronoun and a reflection of the subject in the statement or sentence of which it was added.(a) Kunle always smokes cigarette, doesnt he?(b) You dont care for your mother, do you?6. The positive forms need and dare are rarely used in the affirmative with question tags, but when so used, they are treated as full or main verb.(a) You need to come
earlier, dont you?(b) We need to ask him, don t we?7. I am, usually has the tag, arent? and, used to , has a question tag with, did(a) 1 am your friend, arent I ?(b) She used to take care of the poultry, didnt she?Question Tag: Exercise IAdd question tags to the following statements.1. The president has done very well,..?2. Lagos isnt a clean city, ..?5.
Taiwo should rise to the occasion, ?4. He will have to work very hard, ..?5. Students who are lazy dont pass, ?6. Tunde had to move out of the house, ?7. He has to write to his father to explain,?8. The teacher wont write on the board, ..?From the options lettered A-D, choose the one that best completes eachl. Mr. Smith had worked here before leaving
for the U.K.?a) Isnt it. b) wasnt it. c¢) didnt he. d) hadnt he2. After spending all her money on cosmetics, Amina shouldnt complain of hunger, ,?A. shall she B. wont she C. isnt it D. should she3. He has stopped drinking,.?A) isnt it. B) hasnt he C) doesnt he. D) Did he?4. It is high time we left for home,.?A) isnt it B) wasnt it C. shouldnt we D. does it5. We
should not yield to his pressure,?A. wont we B. shall we C. shant we D. should we6. Our captain is not a very reliable person, ..?A. Is he? B) isnt it C. does he D. dont they7. The town boy is much cleverer than that village boy, ?A. isnt it B. isnt so C. doesnt he D. isnt he8 We should not have panicked at the sight of the snake,.?A. couldnt B. did we C.
didnt we D. should we9 You told me the man insulted you. ?A. do you B. didnt he C. did he D. didnt youl0. Mary shouldnt have disobeyed the teacher, .?A. should she B. didnt she C. did she D. couldnt shell. The president promised a new deal for workers last year,.?A) Wasnt it B. isnt it C. didnt he D. doesnt hel2. There havent been any more
robberies, ..?A. is it B. have there. C. were there D. have they13. You are not sure where you placed the book, ..?A. isnt it B. werent we C. are you D. didnt you.14. She doesnt know you like your food hot,.?A. does she B. shouldnt she C. didnt she D. wasnt it15. It is certain we shall travel by train, .? A. shant we B. shall wel6. They arrived yesterday,..?
A. arent they B. werent they C. hadnt they D. didnt they17. He wasnt to speak to me, .?A. wasnt he B. was he C. isnt it true D. is it truel18. He wouldnt dare disobey orders,?A. dare he B. would he C. does he D. will hel9. He neednt start yet, . he?A. need B. should C. could D. wont20. His hitting you could have been avoided,.?A. was it B. isnt it C.
couldnt it D. can itAnswer-TagAnswer-tag is a type of answer added to a yes or a no answer. It is also used in conversation to show agreement with one s hearer.(1) You are a Nigerian, arent you? Yes, [ am.2) Hes not from Nigeria, is he? No, he isnt.The rules guiding the use of answer-tags are:1. Positive answers (i.e, yes) always attract positive
answer-tags (1.e. tags without not in their verb elements).(a) This is Lagos, isnt it? Yes, it is.(b) Segun is from Ogun State, isnt he? Yes, he is.2. Negative answers (i.e., no or never) always attract negative answer-tags i.e., tags with not or no in their verb elements).(a) Youre not from Ghana, are you? No, Im not.(b) They are building a new factory here,
arent they? No, they arentHence, it is wrong in English language to say Yes, Im not, or No, Im.Write answer-tags for the following questions.1) This assignment is easy, 1sn t it?.2) Funke plays records at home, doesnt she?.3) Lola likes music, doesnt she? 4) We are going to have our biggest soon arent we?5) Abuja is an expensive city, isnt it? .6) The
house has a beautiful garden, hasnt it? .7) The arrived yesterday, didnt they? ..8) We must answer the letter, musnt we? .9) You shouldnt smoke here, should you? 10) They ought not to be here, do they?.. Kelvin is the founder of schoolings.org, an education based website founded in March 2017, poised at giving out accurate information about schools
in general as well as assisting both graduates and undergraduates with career advice towards achieving their set goals.error: Schoolings is protecting this content !!In general, question tags (also called tag questions or question tails) are used to elicit confirmation or affirmation for a statement from the person one is talking to. This grammatical
feature can sometimes provoke problems (especially for learners of English as a foreign language) as the question tag always has to be adapted to the previous part of the statement. This means it has to be grammatically in accordance with it. It can be different in other languages when only generic question tags are used. Compare the
following:Examples in EnglishSome examples of question tags in the English language are:Positive tagNegative tag do they? dont they? has she? hasnt she? are you? arent you? will it? wont it? can we? cant we?Examples in other languagesAnd here some examples taken from other languages. They are not very common in English:Question tags
always appear at the end of the sentence and refer to the verb used in the clause before as well as the subject (which is a noun or a personal pronoun in most cases) of the corresponding statement. Basically, the following rule applies: In positive sentences a negative question tag is needed and in negative ones a positive. However, there may be other
combinations depending on meaning and pronunciation. Be aware that question tags are only common in spoken language.Some examples of positive sentences; respectively, a negative tag question is used. A comma is always used for separation:You are hungry, arent you?He is from Scotland, isnt he?She plays the piano, doesnt she?They have good
connections to that company, dont they?Examples of negative sentences; here an affirmed tag question is used:She isnt very happy about her new job, is she?He usually cannot visit you on weekends, can he?We are not allowed to leave, are we?If the statement has a negative meaning, a positive question tag is used. Examples:Your neighbors never
use their car, do they?She never came back again, did she?When it comes to the form of question tags, you need to pay attention that a personal pronoun (he, she, it, we, etc.) instead of a noun is used in almost every case. It has to refer to the subject of the sentence which is often a noun or the same personal pronoun. Similarly, the tense in the
question tag cannot differ from the tense in the statement. The following points demonstrate the forming in detail:If an auxiliary verb (be, have, do, etc.) or a modal verb (must, can, would, etc.) appears in the statement, it has to be used in the tag question too. The main verb is not mentioned anymore:The house you bought was built in 2003, wasnt it?
The personal pronoun it in the tag refers to the subject the house of the corresponding sentence.We have got a beautiful garden, havent we?Here the personal pronoun we is used in the tag question as well as in the subject.The instructions must be followed, mustnt they?If there is only a main verb present in the statement and no auxiliary verb, the
question tag is formed with do (the tense has to be the same):Ingrid likes to do a lot of sports, doesnt she?We spent too much money yesterday, didnt we?If the statement is a request, will or would are usually employed:Pass me the sugar, would you?Dont be late, will you?If the request includes lets, shall is the suitable question tag:Lets go shopping,
shall we?Whenever there is, there are, there were for showing that something exists is used, there needs to be applied in the question tag too:There werent a lot of things left at the sale, were there?Attention: If the statement includes the personal pronoun for the first person, the question tag is formed with arent I?. In fact, this is against the general
grammar rules as it actually needs to be am I not?. However, in this form, that means not shortened, it is only used when something needs to be emphasized in particular. Therefore, the following version is more common:Im very lazy, arent I?Found anything to improve? Send us a message.Back to topSkip navigationEnglish grammarTensesIndividual
words and numbersBasics about parts of speechDeterminers in grammarOverview: adjectives (far, happy, )Overview: adverbs (well, hardly, )Overview: articles (the, a/an)Overview: conjunctions (and, but, )Overview: interjections (ouch, yeah, )Interjections: use and general aspectsOverview: nouns (car, house, )Overview: prepositions (in, by,
)Prepositions (general considerations)Prepositions (place and direction)Prepositions (time)Prepositions (manner, means, instrument)Exercise 1: prepositions of manner (with, by, in)Prepositions (reason, purpose, cause)Prepositions connected to verbsOverview: pronouns (my, they, )Personal pronouns (you, we, )Exercise 1: English personal
pronounsExercise 2: English personal pronounsPossessive pronouns (my, your, )Exercise 1: possessive pronounsDemonstrative pronouns (this, these, those)Exercise 1: demonstrative pronounsRelative pronouns (who, which, whose, whom)Exercise 1: relative pronounsIndefinite pronouns (somebody, anybody, )Overview: verbs (drink, done, )Declension
(inflection) in EnglishList of exercises: parts of speechTricky word combinations and topicsNumbers, numerals, time specificationsCardinal numbers (one, two, three, )Fraction numbers (a quarter, two thirds, )The years in EnglishTelling the time (3 a.m., 5 p.m., )Times of day & mealtimes (morning, night, )Exercise 1: day times & mealtimesExercise 2:
day times & mealtimesWeekdays & months (March, Friday, )Exercise 1: English weekdaysExercise 2: English weekdaysWriting & saying the English dateSentences, clauses, syntaxSpeaking and writing wellBusiness EnglishGerman grammarTensesIndividual words and parts of speechAdjectivesAdverbsArticlesDefinite articlesIndefinite
articlesInterjectionsNounsNumeralsPrepositionsPronounsVerbsMain verbsAuxiliary verbs (sein, haben, werden)Modal verbs (knnen, mssen, sollen, )Exercise 1: modal verbsExercise 2: modal verbsCopular verbs (werden, bleiben, sein)Personal verbs (schlafen, machen, essen, )Impersonal verbs (regnen, donnern, schneien, )Finite verb forms (personal
forms)Non-finite verb formsValency of the verbAbsolute verbsRelative verbsTransitive verbsIntransitive verbsVerb categoriesVerb tablesW question wordsTricky word combinations and topicsSentences, clauses, syntaxSpanish grammarTenses (tiempos verbales)Individual words and numbersArticles (el, 1a, los, las, un, una, )Definite articles (el, la, los,
las)Neutral article loNouns (casa, sol, hombre)Exercise 1: nounsExercise 2: nounsPlural formationVerb tablesTricky word combinations and topicsSentences, clauses, syntaxIts so important to get to know English grammar inside out if you want to be able to speak the language really well and communicate effectively. Lets dive right in and explore the
tenses together! Well focus on the present, future, and other crucial forms to help you place actions in time.Then, well have a look at how to use words like since, for, been and gone correctly, as well as numbers and dates. Well keep going with sentence structure, clauses and syntax, and look at different types of phrases, negations and how to
construct complex sentences and if-clauses.Well also look at how to speak and write well, with a focus on spelling and the use of linking words that help to keep your message clear and coherent. In the final stretch, well focus on business English, learning specific terminology and skills for professionals. In addition, well offer a series of practical
exercises to consolidate what weve learnt and strengthen our language skills.Join us on this journey to improve your command of English and develop key skills for all situations!Skip navigationHave you ever wanted to gain a deeper and more precise understanding of this rich and structured language? Well, now you can! By studying German
grammar you can unlock the secrets of this beautiful language and discover its nuances. Lets dive right in and explore the parts of speech and individual words together! Well look at nouns, verbs and other essential elements that make up German sentences.Next, well dive into the tenses (Zeitformen), with a special focus on the present (Prsens), the
future (Futur) and other fundamental temporal forms that help us place actions in time. Well then explore the intricacies of phrases, clauses and syntax. Understanding how sentences are constructed, including the use of main clauses and subordinate clauses, is crucial to mastering the flow of German conversation and written text. Youll learn how
different types of clauses work together and how German syntax dictates the order of words within sentences, providing a framework for precise and meaningful communication.Finally, well use detailed explanations of tricky grammar topics to unravel the rules and structures of the German language. For all topics, youll find exercises of varying
levels of difficulty to help you remember what youve learned. Join us on this exciting linguistic journey to perfect your German!Skip navigationTensesIndividual words and parts of speechSentences, clauses, syntaxWelcome to the wonderful world of Spanish grammar! It doesnt matter if youre just starting out or looking to brush up on your skills,
understanding the structure and rules of this vibrant language is both exciting and rewarding. Lets start with the tenses (tiempos verbales), including the present (presente), past (pretrito), and future (futuro). These are really useful for understanding how things happen in time.Next, well have a little look at individual words and numbers, and well
cover some essential topics like articles, nouns and adjectives. These little building blocks are really important for putting together sentences that make sense and for sharing your ideas clearly.Well also have a look at some tricky word combinations that can be a bit confusing at first, like the difference between hay and est, and por and para. These
little differences are really important for communicating in a clear and interesting way.Another really important area is understanding sentences, clauses and syntax. Well also look at how relative clauses (clusulas relativas) and other structures fit into the languages framework. This will help you to construct complex and meaningful sentences, which
is really exciting!Orthography and punctuation are also really important for writing and reading Spanish correctly. Well guide you through all the rules and conventions that govern accent marks, punctuation marks, and capitalisation.To help you remember everything, weve got lots of different exercises at different levels, so you can practise and
really get to grips with Spanish grammar. Join us on this fun linguistic adventure to master Spanish with confidence and ease!Skip navigationFound anything to improve? Send us a message.Back to top Do you know how to use tag questions? You might be surprised at how common they are in daily conversation. You probably already use them. My
guide is sure to teach you all about tag questions, including their uses and examples.Plus, Ive even provided a handy worksheet to help you practice using them yourself. Lets get started!A tag question is very easy to identify because its placed at the end of the statement and is very short. Tag questions are often employed to seek confirmation or
reinforce a statement. We use positive tag questions with negative statements and vice-versa.Youll find them as a short phrase that typically appears at the end of a sentence. It makes a statement sound more interrogative by adding a questioning element to it. There are many different types of question tags, which can be used to communicate
various meanings and feelings.For example, an expression like you wouldnt believe how well my dog is doing might be followed by a positive-sounding question tag such as would you?Alternatively, an assertion such as she is bothering you could be followed with a negative or uncertain-sounding question tag such as isntshe?In addition to their
grammatical function, question tags can also help to convey the speakers attitude or tone of voice. Whether they express surprise, doubt, or disbelief, question tags enable us to add extra nuance and feeling to our statements and questions.Tag questions can usually be replied to with a direct answer of yes or no.When offering a simple answer, know
that negative tag questions usually expect a positive answer, while positive tag questions imply that the person is expecting a negative answer. You can also answer by adding an auxiliary verb after yes or no.Lets look at some examples with a correct answer:You took the car keys last night, didnt you? Yes, I did.Im not being intrusive by asking all
these questions, am I? No, youre not.When forming tag questions, there are a few simple rules to remember.The first rule is always to have an identical subject for the tag question and the original statement.For example:Correct: I am not imposing, am I? Notice how I is the same subject used in both constructions.Incorrect: You didnt listen to a word
I said, did I? (It should be did you?)The second rule is to have the verb in the statement match the verb in the tag. Both verbs must have the same tense.Examples:You have been feeling better these past few days, havent you?Sarah cant afford to pay rent if she loses her job, can she?The third rule to keep in mind is to always use a positive tag question
with a negative statement (and vice-versa).Examples:Correct: John has been studying really hard for this exam, hasnt he?Incorrect: John has been studying really hard for this exam, has he?Correct: Tina didnt miss a single school day this year, did she?Incorrect: Tina didnt miss a single school day this year, didnt she?Here are some more question tag
examples:Youre not used to cold temperatures, are you?Gabriel can speak Spanish fluently, cant he?I dont talk too loud, do I?The use of question tags is a common feature of many different languages and dialects. Question tags are short phrases or words that follow a declarative statement and function to reflect the speakers attitude or level of
certainty about the statement.In English, for example, question tags might include isnt it?, arent they?, or didnt we?. There are several reasons these types of questions are used, such as to express uncertainty, check listener comprehension, or sharpen an affirmative statement.Question tags can also increase verbal fluency and help listeners engage
more actively with the speakers message. The purpose of question tags is to facilitate communication and help people to share their thoughts and opinions clearly and effectively.To add a tag question, you need to start with an affirmation in the main clause. Add a comma at the end of that affirmation and use the verbs reverse form (negative or
positive) in the main clause.The most straightforward formula is positive/negative main clause statement + comma + negative/positive verb from the main clause.Examples:You like lasagna, dont you?Nancy is Dwights first cousin, isnt he?Bob doesnt like going to parties, does he?A tag question is a short sentence or phrase at the end of another
sentence that expresses doubt or uncertainty. To identify a tag question, you need to look for these particular words and examine whether the rest of the sentence has a different level of certainty than what is expressed at the end.For example, consider the following sentence: Hes never in on time, is he?The statement is he is a tag question because it
expresses uncertainty about whether or not its main point that hes late all the time is valid.Other clues that you might be looking at a tag question include statements like arent I and structures such as imperatives followed by an explicit question like arent we or shouldnt we.Positive tag question endings are a type of grammatical construction in
which a clause or sentence is followed by a question that reinforces or contradicts the original idea. This type of tag question can be quite effective, allowing speakers to quickly test their ideas and adapt their wording to communicate effectively.Because positive statement tag questions require speakers to make declarative statements followed by a
direct inquiry, they are usually used when asking for confirmation or verification of information.Examples of positive sentences with question tags:Mother is always right, isnt she?You will help me finish my essay, wont you?Negative question tags are a common feature of everyday speech, used to express doubt or uncertainty about a particular
statement.For example, you might say, they arent happy with the current situation, are they? when expressing your own skepticism about a decision that has just been made. Using the word arent makes the statement negative.While negative statement tag questions can help us to appear more forthcoming and engaging in conversations, research
suggests that they can also be perceived as dismissive or judgmental if used too frequently.A tag question is a short, grammatical unit used to express uncertainty or ask for confirmation. Typically, it consists of a statement followed by what appears to be a question. In reality, however, this question part states what is already implied in the original
statement. Tag questions can also be used to convey politeness or modesty. I hope this helped you better understand them! Index of contents Question tags: 1 Question tags: 2 Worksheets - handouts Home Content Question tagsPDF worksheetsOnline exercisesGrammar rules English grammar books PDFPDF book 1: English grammar exercises
PDFPDF book 2: English grammar rules PDF Question tags exercisesPDF worksheets with keys:PDF exercises to download for free.Question tags PDF exercise 1 Make questions tags.Question tags PDF exercise 2 Complete the dialogue.Question tags PDF exercise 3 Correct mistakes.Online exercises with answers:Question tags exercise 1 Complete
sentences with question tags.Question tags exercise 2 Complete the conversation with question tags.Question tags exercise 3 A multiple choice quiz.Grammar rules PDF:Question tags rules PDF Grammar rules with examples to download for free.English grammar PDF All PDF rules on this website.Question tagsQuestion tags are very common in
spoken English. We usually use them when we more or less know the answer, but we want the listener to agree with us or confirm some information. It is also a way of involving the listener in the conversation.The subject is always expressed by a pronoun.Kate is younger than Jim, isn't she?Your parents don't speak Spanish, do they?Affirmative
sentencesln affirmative sentences, the verbs in question tags are negative.Verb to beYou're from Leeds, aren't you?Ken is ill, isn't he?The negative form of I am is aren't I.I am your best friend, aren't I?Modal verbsKaren can swim, can't she?He'd like to have a rest, wouldn't he?You should apologize to her, shouldn't you?The negative form of must is
mustn't.I must help you now, mustn't I?The question tag of let's is shall we.Let's go home, shall we?Auxiliary verbsYour parents have been here before, haven't they?You will deliver the parcel tomorrow, won't you?Main verbsIn sentences with main verbs (play, read, live...) we make the question tags with do or did.Shops close at six, don't they?They
arrived in the morning, didn't they?Everybody, everyone, somebody, someonelf the subject of a sentence is everybody, everyone, somebody, someone we use they to make the question tags.Everyone was tired, weren't they?Somebody called you, didn't they?Negative sentencesIn negative sentences, the verbs in question tags are positive.Jill isn't
working now, is she?Bobby shouldn't eat so much, should he?You hadn't met him before, had you?Nobody, nothing, hardly ever, scarcely...Expressions such as nobody, nothing, no one, neither, hardly, hardly ever, scarcely, rarely, seldom have a negative meaning. That is why the verbs in the question tags have positive forms.Nothing was found, was
it?You hardly ever go dancing, do you?She seldom works overtime, does she?If the subject of a sentence is anyone, anybody, no one, nobody we use they to make the question tags.I don't think anyone will accept it, will they?No one wanted to go there, did they?Rising and falling intonationRising intonationThe question tags with rising intonation are
similar to normal questions. We want the listener to confirm some information, because we are not certain about it.You live in Ghana, don't you?She is twenty, isn't she?We can also use the question tags if we want to make polite requests. In such cases, the intonation is rising.You wouldn't take me with you, would you?You can't help us with the
luggage, can you? Falling intonationThe question tags with falling intonation are not real questions. We just want the listener to agree with us.It's so cold today, isn't it? Tim has been to India, hasn't he? Our tip: English grammar books PDFAIl PDF exercises and grammar rules from this website.top
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