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Jump	to:1942-2016Muhammad	Ali	was	a	boxer,	philanthropist,	and	social	activist	who	is	universally	regarded	as	one	of	the	greatest	athletes	of	the	20th	century.	Ali	became	an	Olympic	gold	medalist	in	1960	and	the	world	heavyweight	boxing	champion	in	1964.	Following	his	suspension	for	refusing	military	service	in	the	Vietnam	War,	Ali	reclaimed
the	heavyweight	title	two	more	times	during	the	1970s,	winning	famed	bouts	against	Joe	Frazier	and	George	Foreman	along	the	way.	Ali	retired	from	boxing	in	1981	and	devoted	much	of	his	time	after	to	philanthropy.	He	earned	the	Presidential	Medal	of	Freedom	in	2005.FULL	NAME:	Cassius	Marcellus	Clay	Jr.BORN:	January	17,	1942DIED:	June	3,
2016BIRTHPLACE:	Louisville,	KentuckySPOUSES:	Sonji	Roi	(1964-1965),	Belinda	Boyd	(1967-1977),	Veronica	Porch	(1977-1986),	and	Yolanda	Williams	(1986-2016)CHILDREN:	Maryum,	Jamillah,	Rasheda,	Muhammad	Jr.,	Miya,	Khaliah,	Hana,	Laila	Ali,	and	AsaadASTROLOGICAL	SIGN:	CapricornMuhammad	Ali	was	born	on	January	17,	1942,	in
Louisville,	Kentucky.	His	birth	name	was	Cassius	Marcellus	Clay	Jr.	At	an	early	age,	young	Clay	showed	that	he	wasnt	afraid	of	any	boutinside	or	outside	of	the	ring.	Growing	up	in	the	segregated	South,	he	experienced	racial	prejudice	and	discrimination	firsthand.At	the	age	of	12,	Clay	discovered	his	talent	for	boxing	through	an	odd	twist	of	fate.	After
his	bike	was	stolen,	Clay	told	police	officer	Joe	Martin	that	he	wanted	to	beat	up	the	thief.	Well,	you	better	learn	how	to	fight	before	you	start	challenging	people,	Martin	reportedly	told	him	at	the	time.	In	addition	to	being	a	police	officer,	Martin	also	trained	young	boxers	at	a	local	gym.Clay	started	working	with	Martin	to	learn	how	to	spar	and	soon
began	his	boxing	career.	In	his	first	amateur	bout	in	1954,	he	won	the	fight	by	split	decision.	Clay	went	on	to	win	the	1956	Golden	Gloves	tournament	for	novices	in	the	light	heavyweight	class.	Three	years	later,	he	won	the	National	Golden	Gloves	Tournament	of	Champions,	as	well	as	the	Amateur	Athletic	Unions	national	title	for	the	light
heavyweight	division.Clay	attended	mostly	Black	public	schools,	including	Central	High	School	in	Louisville	from	1956	to	1960.	Clay	often	daydreamed	in	class	and	shadowboxed	in	the	hallshe	was	training	for	the	1960	Olympics	at	the	timeand	his	grades	were	so	bad	that	some	of	his	teachers	wanted	to	hold	him	back	from	graduation.	However,	the
schools	principal	Atwood	Wilson	could	see	Clays	potential	and	opposed	this,	sarcastically	asking	the	staff,	Do	you	think	Im	going	to	be	the	principal	of	a	school	that	Cassius	Clay	didnt	finish?In	1960,	Clay	won	a	spot	on	the	U.S.	Olympic	boxing	team	and	traveled	to	Rome	to	compete.	At	6	feet,	3	inches	tall,	Clay	was	an	imposing	figure	in	the	ring,	but
he	also	became	known	for	his	lightning	speed	and	fancy	footwork.	After	winning	his	first	three	bouts,	Clay	defeated	Zbigniew	Pietrzkowski	of	Poland	to	win	the	light	heavyweight	Olympic	gold	medal.After	his	Olympic	victory,	Clay	was	heralded	as	an	American	hero.	He	soon	turned	professional	with	the	backing	of	the	Louisville	Sponsoring	Group	and
continued	overwhelming	all	opponents	in	the	ring.	Clay	met	charismatic	Nation	of	Islam	minister	Malcolm	X	at	a	rally	in	Detroit	in	June	1962.	Floored	by	Malcolm	Xs	fearlessness	as	an	orator,	the	two	developed	a	friendship	and	Clay	became	more	involved	in	the	Black	Muslim	group.	Malcolm	X	even	assigned	an	associate	to	help	manage	Clays	day-to-
day	affairs.In	1964,	Malcolm	X	brought	his	family	to	visit	Clay	while	he	trained	in	Florida	for	his	February	25	title	fight	against	Sonny	Liston.	Clays	victory	over	Liston	earned	him	his	first	world	heavyweight	boxing	championship.	Following	the	win,	the	two	held	an	evening	of	reflection	in	a	hotel	room	with	Jim	Brown	and	Sam	Cooke	that	became	the
inspiration	for	the	One	Night	in	Miami	stage	play	and	2020	drama	film.The	next	morning,	on	February	26,	Clay	announced	his	affiliation	with	the	Nation	of	Islam.	At	first,	he	called	himself	Cassius	X	before	settling	on	the	name	Muhammad	Ali.	Surprisingly,	his	allegiances	were	with	supreme	leader	Elijah	Muhammad	and	not	the	exiled	Malcolm	X.	Ali
and	Malcolms	friendship	quickly	fractured,	and	the	two	went	their	separate	ways	by	that	spring.The	Relationship	of	Muhammad	Ali	and	Malcolm	XAli	showed	little	remorse	upon	Malcolm	Xs	murder	on	February	21,	1965,	but	admitted	in	his	2005	memoir	Soul	of	a	Butterfly:	Turning	my	back	on	Malcolm	was	one	of	the	mistakes	that	I	regret	most	in	my
life.The	boxer	eventually	converted	to	orthodox	Islam	during	the	1970s.Getty	ImagesSeen	here	in	1966,	Muhammad	Ali	was	against	the	Vietnam	War	even	before	he	famously	refused	to	fight	with	the	U.S.	military.Ali	started	a	different	kind	of	fight	with	his	outspoken	views	against	the	Vietnam	War.	Drafted	into	the	military	in	April	1967,	he	refused	to
serve	on	the	grounds	that	he	was	a	practicing	Muslim	minister	with	religious	beliefs	that	prevented	him	from	fighting.	He	was	arrested	for	committing	a	felony	and	almost	immediately	stripped	of	his	world	title	and	boxing	license.The	U.S.	Justice	Department	pursued	a	legal	case	against	Ali	and	denied	his	claim	for	conscientious	objector	status.	He
was	found	guilty	of	violating	Selective	Service	laws	and	sentenced	to	five	years	in	prison	in	June	1967	but	remained	free	while	appealing	his	conviction.Unable	to	compete	professionally	in	the	meantime,	Ali	missed	more	than	three	prime	years	of	his	athletic	career.	Following	his	suspension,	Ali	found	refuge	on	Chicagos	South	Side,	where	he	lived
from	the	mid-1960s	through	the	late	1970s.	He	continued	training,	formed	amateur	boxing	leagues,	and	fought	whomever	he	could	in	local	gyms.	Finally	granted	a	license	to	fight	in	1970	in	Georgia,	which	did	not	have	a	statewide	athletic	commission,	Ali	returned	to	the	ring	at	Atlantas	City	Auditorium	on	October	26	with	a	win	over	Jerry	Quarry.	A
few	months	later,	the	U.S.	Supreme	Court	overturned	his	conviction	in	June	1971,	allowing	Ali	to	fight	on	a	regular	basis.Getty	ImagesMuhammad	Ali,	then	Cassius	Clay,	lands	a	punch	during	a	1963	bout	against	Doug	Jones.Ali	had	a	career	record	of	56	wins,	five	losses,	and	37	knockouts	before	his	retirement	in	1981	at	the	age	of	39.	Often	referring
to	himself	as	The	Greatest,	Ali	was	not	afraid	to	sing	his	own	praises.	He	was	known	for	boasting	about	his	skills	before	a	fight	and	for	his	colorful	descriptions	and	phrases.	In	one	of	his	more	famously	quoted	descriptions,	Ali	told	reporters	that	he	could	float	like	a	butterfly,	sting	like	a	bee	in	the	boxing	ring.	A	few	of	his	more	well-known	bouts
include	the	following:Sonny	ListonAfter	winning	gold	at	the	1960	Olympics,	Ali	took	out	British	heavyweight	champion	Henry	Cooper	in	1963.	He	then	knocked	out	Sonny	Liston	on	February	25,	1964,	to	become	the	heavyweight	champion	of	the	world.The	Story	Behind	the	Famous	Ali-Liston	PhotoJoe	FrazierOn	March	8,	1971,	Ali	took	on	Joe	Frazier
in	what	has	been	called	the	Fight	of	the	Century.	Frazier	and	Ali	went	toe-to-toe	for	14	rounds	before	Frazier	dropped	Ali	with	a	vicious	left	hook	in	the	15th.	Ali	recovered	quickly,	but	the	judges	awarded	the	decision	to	Frazier,	handing	Ali	his	first	professional	loss	after	31	wins.	After	suffering	a	loss	to	Ken	Norton,	Ali	beat	Frazier	in	a	rematch	on
January	28,	1974.In	1975,	Ali	and	Frazier	locked	horns	again	for	their	grudge	match	on	October	1	in	Quezon	City,	Philippines.	Dubbed	the	Thrilla	in	Manila,	the	bout	nearly	went	the	distance,	with	both	men	delivering	and	absorbing	tremendous	punishment.	However,	Fraziers	trainer	threw	in	the	towel	after	the	14th	round,	giving	the	hard-fought
victory	to	Ali.George	ForemanAnother	legendary	Ali	fight	took	place	on	October	30,	1974,	against	undefeated	heavyweight	champion	George	Foreman.	Billed	as	the	Rumble	in	the	Jungle,	the	bout	was	organized	by	promoter	Don	King	and	held	in	Kinshasa,	Zaire.	For	once,	Ali	was	seen	as	the	underdog	to	the	younger,	massive	Foreman,	but	he	silenced
his	critics	with	a	masterful	performance.	He	baited	Foreman	into	throwing	wild	punches	with	his	rope-a-dope	technique,	before	stunning	his	opponent	with	an	eighth-round	knockout	to	reclaim	the	heavyweight	title.Leon	SpinksAfter	losing	his	title	to	Leon	Spinks	on	February	15,	1978,	Ali	defeated	him	months	later	in	a	rematch	on	September	15.	Ali
became	the	first	boxer	to	win	the	heavyweight	championship	three	times.Larry	HolmesFollowing	a	brief	retirement,	Ali	returned	to	the	ring	to	face	Larry	Holmes	on	October	2,	1980,	but	was	overmatched	against	the	younger	champion.Following	one	final	loss	in	1981,	to	Trevor	Berbick,	the	boxing	great	retired	from	the	sport	at	age	39.Ali	was	married
four	times	and	had	nine	children,	including	two	childrendaughters	Miya	and	Khaliahhe	fathered	outside	of	marriage.	Ali	married	his	first	wife,	Sonji	Roi,	in	1964.	They	divorced	a	little	more	than	one	year	later	when	she	refused	to	adopt	the	Nation	of	Islam	dress	and	customs.Ali	married	his	second	wife,	17-year-old	Belinda	Boyd,	in	1967.	Boyd	and	Ali
had	four	children	together:	Maryum,	born	in	1969;	Jamillah	and	Rasheda,	both	born	in	1970;	and	Muhammad	Ali	Jr.,	born	in	1972.	Boyd	and	Alis	divorce	was	finalized	in	1977.Getty	ImagesLaila	Ali	and	Muhammad	Ali	pose	for	a	photo	after	Laila	won	the	Super	Middleweight	title	in	June	2005.At	the	same	time	Ali	was	married	to	Boyd,	he	traveled
openly	with	Veronica	Porch,	who	became	his	third	wife	in	1977.	The	pair	had	two	daughters	together,	Hana	and	Laila	Ali.	The	latter	followed	in	Alis	footsteps	by	becoming	a	champion	boxer.	Porch	and	Ali	divorced	in	1986.Ali	married	his	fourth	and	final	wife	Yolanda,	who	went	by	Lonnie,	in	1986.	The	pair	had	known	each	other	since	Lonnie	was	just
6	and	Ali	was	21;	their	mothers	were	best	friends	and	raised	their	families	on	the	same	street.	Ali	and	Lonnie	had	one	son	together,	Asaad,	and	remained	married	until	Alis	death.GrandchildrenRashedas	son	Nico	Walsh	Ali	became	a	boxer	like	his	grandfather	and	aunt.	In	2021,	he	signed	a	deal	with	legendary	Top	Rank	promoter	Bob	Arum,	who
promoted	27	of	Muhammad	Alis	bouts.	He	won	his	first	eight	professional	fights,	according	to	database	BoxRec.	Nicos	brother,	Biaggio	Ali	Walsh,	was	a	star	football	running	back,	helping	lead	national	powerhouse	Bishop	Gorman	High	School	in	Las	Vegas	to	the	top	of	the	USA	Today	rankings	from	2014	through	2016.	He	played	collegiately	at	the
University	of	California,	Berkeley	and	the	University	of	Nevada,	Las	Vegas	before	becoming	an	amateur	mixed	martial	artist.The	brothers	have	drawn	the	attention	of	social	media	celebrity	Jake	Paul,	a	novice	boxer	who	has	said	hed	like	to	fight	both	and	erase	them.One	of	Alis	other	grandsons,	Jacob	Ali-Wertheimer,	competed	in	NCAA	track	and	field
at	Harvard	University	and	graduated	in	2021.	In	1984,	Ali	announced	that	he	had	Parkinsons	disease,	a	degenerative	neurological	condition.	Despite	the	progression	of	Parkinsons	and	the	onset	of	spinal	stenosis,	he	remained	active	in	public	life.	Ali	raised	funds	for	the	Muhammad	Ali	Parkinson	Center	in	Phoenix,	Arizona.	And	he	was	on	hand	to
celebrate	the	inauguration	of	the	first	Black	president	in	January	2009,	when	Barack	Obama	was	sworn	into	office.	Getty	ImagesMuhammad	Ali	holds	the	torch	before	lighting	the	Olympic	Flame	during	the	opening	ceremony	of	the	Centennial	Olympic	Games	in	Atlanta	on	July	19,	1996.In	his	retirement,	Ali	devoted	much	of	his	time	to	philanthropy.
Over	the	years,	Ali	supported	the	Special	Olympics	and	the	Make-A-Wish	Foundation,	among	other	organizations.	In	1996,	he	lit	the	Olympic	cauldron	at	the	Summer	Olympic	Games	in	Atlanta,	an	emotional	moment	in	sports	history.Ali	traveled	to	numerous	countries,	including	Mexico	and	Morocco,	to	help	out	those	in	need.	In	1998,	he	was	chosen	to
be	a	United	Nations	Messenger	of	Peace	because	of	his	work	in	developing	nations.In	2005,	Ali	received	the	Presidential	Medal	of	Freedom	from	President	George	W.	Bush.	Ali	also	received	the	Presidents	Award	from	the	NAACP	in	2009	for	his	public	service	efforts.	Other	recipients	of	the	award	have	included	include	Ella	Fitzgerald,	Venus	and
Serena	Williams,	Kerry	Washington,	Spike	Lee,	John	Legend,	Rihanna,	and	LeBron	James.Ali	opened	the	Muhammad	Ali	Center,	a	multicultural	center	with	a	museum	dedicated	to	his	life	and	legacy,	in	his	hometown	of	Louisville	in	2005.	I	am	an	ordinary	man	who	worked	hard	to	develop	the	talent	I	was	given,	he	said.	Many	fans	wanted	to	build	a
museum	to	acknowledge	my	achievements.	I	wanted	more	than	a	building	to	house	my	memorabilia.	I	wanted	a	place	that	would	inspire	people	to	be	the	best	that	they	could	be	at	whatever	they	chose	to	do,	and	to	encourage	them	to	be	respectful	of	one	another.Ali	lived	the	final	decade	of	his	live	in	the	Phoenix	suburb	of	Paradise	Valley,	Arizona.A
few	years	before	his	death,	Ali	underwent	surgery	for	spinal	stenosis,	a	condition	causing	the	narrowing	of	the	spine,	which	limited	his	mobility	and	ability	to	communicate.	In	early	2015,	he	battled	pneumonia	and	was	hospitalized	for	a	severe	urinary	tract	infection.	Ali	died	on	June	3,	2016,	in	Scottsdale,	Arizona,	after	being	hospitalized	for	what	was
reportedly	a	respiratory	issue.	He	was	74	years	old.	Getty	ImagesFans	line	the	path	of	Muhammad	Alis	funeral	procession	in	2016	near	his	childhood	home	in	Louisville,	Kentucky.Years	before	his	passing,	Ali	had	planned	his	own	memorial	services,	saying	he	wanted	to	be	inclusive	of	everyone,	where	we	give	as	many	people	an	opportunity	that	want
to	pay	their	respects	to	me,	according	to	a	family	spokesman.	The	three-day	event,	which	took	place	in	Alis	hometown	of	Louisville,	included	an	I	Am	Ali	public	arts	festival,	entertainment	and	educational	offerings	sponsored	by	the	city,	an	Islamic	prayer	program,	and	a	memorial	service.	Prior	to	the	memorial	service,	a	funeral	procession	traveled	20
miles	through	Louisville,	past	Alis	childhood	home,	his	high	school,	the	first	boxing	gym	where	he	trained,	and	along	Ali	Boulevard	as	tens	of	thousands	of	fans	tossed	flowers	on	his	hearse	and	cheered	his	name.	The	champs	memorial	service	was	held	at	the	KFC	Yum	Center	arena	with	close	to	20,000	people	in	attendance.	Speakers	included	religious
leaders	from	various	faiths:	Attallah	Shabazz,	Malcolm	Xs	eldest	daughter;	broadcaster	Bryant	Gumbel;	former	President	Bill	Clinton;	comedian	Billy	Crystal;	Alis	daughters	Maryum	and	Rasheda;	and	his	widow,	Lonnie.	Muhammad	indicated	that	when	the	end	came	for	him,	he	wanted	us	to	use	his	life	and	his	death	as	a	teaching	moment	for	young
people,	for	his	country,	and	for	the	world,	Lonnie	said.	In	effect,	he	wanted	us	to	remind	people	who	are	suffering	that	he	had	seen	the	face	of	injusticethat	he	grew	up	during	segregation	and	that	during	his	early	life	he	was	not	free	to	be	who	he	wanted	to	be.	But	he	never	became	embittered	enough	to	quit	or	to	engage	in	violence.Clinton	spoke
about	how	Ali	found	self-empowerment:	I	think	he	decided,	before	he	could	possibly	have	worked	it	all	out,	and	before	fate	and	time	could	work	their	will	on	him,	he	decided	he	would	not	ever	be	disempowered.	He	decided	that	not	his	race,	nor	his	place,	the	expectations	of	otherspositive,	negative,	or	otherwisewould	strip	from	him	the	power	to	write
his	own	story.Crystal,	who	was	a	struggling	comedian	when	he	became	friends	with	Ali,	said	of	the	boxing	legend:	Ultimately,	he	became	a	silent	messenger	for	peace,	who	taught	us	that	life	is	best	when	you	build	bridges	between	people,	not	walls.	Pallbearers	included	Will	Smith,	who	once	portrayed	Ali	on	film,	and	former	heavyweight	champions
Mike	Tyson	and	Lennox	Lewis.	Ali	is	buried	at	the	Cave	Hill	National	Cemetery	in	Louisville.Alis	stature	as	a	legend	continues	to	grow	even	after	his	death.	He	is	celebrated	not	only	for	his	remarkable	athletic	skills	but	for	his	willingness	to	speak	his	mind	and	his	courage	to	challenge	the	status	quo.	Ali	played	himself	in	the	1977	film	The	Greatest,
which	explored	parts	of	his	life	such	as	his	rise	to	boxing	fame,	conversion	to	Islam,	and	refusal	to	serve	in	Vietnam.The	1996	documentary	When	We	Were	Kings	explores	Alis	training	process	for	his	1974	fight	against	George	Foreman	and	the	African	political	climate	at	the	time.	Directed	by	Leon	Gast,	the	film	won	an	Academy	Award	for	Best
Documentary	Feature.Actor	Will	Smith	played	Ali	in	the	biopic	film	Ali,	released	in	2001.	For	the	performance,	Smith	received	an	Academy	Award	nomination	for	Best	Actor.Alis	relationship	with	Malcolm	X	is	explored	in	the	fictionalized	2020	drama	One	Night	in	Miami	and	the	2021	documentary	Blood	Brothers:	Malcolm	X	and	Muhammad	Ali.The
man	who	views	the	world	at	50	the	same	as	he	did	at	20	has	wasted	30	years	of	his	life.It	isnt	the	mountains	ahead	to	climb	that	wear	you	out;	its	the	pebble	in	your	shoe.Im	gonna	float	like	a	butterfly,	sting	like	a	bee.	The	hands	cant	hit	what	the	eyes	cant	see.I	am	an	ordinary	man	who	worked	hard	to	develop	the	talent	I	was	given.Im	the	champion
of	the	world.	Im	the	greatest	thing	that	ever	lived.	Im	so	great	I	dont	have	a	mark	on	my	face.	I	shook	up	the	world!	I	shook	up	the	world!If	Clay	says	a	mosquito	can	pull	a	plow,	dont	ask	howHitch	him	up!You	get	the	impression	while	watching	him	fight	that	he	plays	cat	and	mouse,	then	turns	out	the	light.The	real	enemy	of	my	people	is	here.	I	will
not	disgrace	my	religion,	my	people,	or	myself	by	becoming	a	tool	to	enslave	those	who	are	fighting	for	their	own	justice,	freedom,	and	equality.Religions	all	have	different	names,	but	they	all	contain	the	same	truths.	I	think	the	people	of	our	religion	should	be	tolerant	and	understand	people	believe	different	things.Its	just	a	job.	Grass	grows,	birds	fly,
waves	pound	the	sand.	I	beat	people	up.I	set	out	on	a	journey	of	love,	seeking	truth,	peace,	and	understanding.	l	am	still	learning.Truly	great	people	in	history	never	wanted	to	be	great	for	themselves.At	night	when	I	go	to	bed,	I	ask	myself,	If	I	dont	wake	up	tomorrow,	would	I	be	proud	of	how	I	lived	today?This	is	the	story	about	a	man	with	iron	fists
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major	national	magazine	editors,	and	as	editors-in-chief	of	regional	media	publications.	Among	our	ranks	are	book	authors	and	award-winning	journalists.	Our	staff	also	works	with	freelance	writers,	researchers,	and	other	contributors	to	produce	the	smart,	compelling	profiles	and	articles	you	see	on	our	site.	To	meet	the	team,	visit	our	About	Us	page:
PiccottiNews	and	Culture	Editor,	Biography.comTyler	Piccotti	joined	the	Biography.com	staff	as	an	Associate	News	Editor	and	is	now	the	News	and	Culture	Editor.	He	previously	worked	as	a	reporter	and	copy	editor	for	a	daily	newspaper	recognized	by	the	Associated	Press	Sports	Editors.	In	his	current	role,	he	shares	the	true	stories	behind	your
favorite	movies	and	TV	shows	and	profiles	rising	musicians,	actors,	and	athletes.	When	he's	not	working,	you	can	find	him	at	the	nearest	amusement	park	or	movie	theater	and	cheering	on	his	favorite	teams.Muhammad	Ali	beat	more	champions	and	top	contenders	than	anyheavyweight	champion	in	history.	He	defeated	heavyweight	kingsSonny	Liston
(twice),Floyd	Patterson	(twice),Ernie	Terrell,	Jimmy	Ellis,Ken	Norton	(twice),Joe	Frazier	(twice),George	Foreman	andLeon	Spinks.	He	defeated	light-heavyweightchamps	Archie	Moore	and	Bob	Foster.Ali	defeated	European	heavyweight	champions	Henry	Cooper,Karl	Mildenberger,Jrgen	Blin,Joe	Bugner,	Richard	Dunn,Jean-Pierre	Coopman	and
AlfredoEvangelista.	He	defeated	British	and	Commonwealth	king	Brian	London.All	of	Ali's	defeats	were	by	heavyweight	champions:	Frazier,	Norton,Spinks,	Larry	Holmes	andTrevor	Berbick.	Ali	also	beat	undefeatedfighters	Sonny	Banks	(12-0),	Billy	Daniels	(16-0),	'Rudi	Lubbers'(21-0)	and	George	Foreman	(40-0).You	have	no	recently	viewed	pages	At
Hearst	Networks	EMEA,	we	share	stories	that	matter.	A	global	broadcaster	since	1995,	we	reach	audiences	in	over	100	countries,	including	the	UK,	Nordics,	Benelux,	Central	&	Eastern	Europe,	Spain,	Italy,	Germany,	Africa	and	the	Middle	East.	Our	stories	are	global	and	local,	linear	and	digital,	and	always	compelling.	Personalities	shine	at	Hearst
Networks	EMEA.	Our	culture	embraces	individuals,	in	all	their	daring,	passionate,	ambitious	glory.	Our	people	are	our	strength,	and	our	differences	are	celebrated.	We	challenge	each	other,	collaborate	and	come	together,	just	as	a	family	does;	winning	as	a	team	and	celebrating	as	one	too.	Everyone	has	a	voice	and	should	feel	proud	and	free	to	run
with	their	ideas,	enjoying	their	successes	and	journey	with	us.	And	in	such	an	evolving	industry,	tomorrow	is	always	today.	We	anticipate	change,	identify	future	opportunities	and	are	excited	by	the	potential	that	tomorrow	brings.	We	want	to	be	famous	for	creating	and	sharing	stories	that	matter	unique,	trusted,	entertaining,	everywhere.	Whether
our	stories	challenge	and	inspire	intellectually	or	simply	entertain,	we	know	that	we	are	making	a	positive	contribution	to	our	audiences	across	the	many	diverse	regions	and	countries	in	the	UK,	Europe,	The	Middle	East	and	Africa.	Striving	to	always	do	so	requires	passion.	And	its	with	just	as	much	passion	that	we	strive	to	gain	new	audiences	with
our	creativity	and	by	using	innovative	technology,	by	partnering	with	leading	and	emerging	local	platforms.	With	our	diverse	line-up	of	original,	high-quality	programming,	our	distribution	partners	across	EMEA	recognise	the	benefits	of	offering	Hearst	Networks	EMEA's	distinctive,	high	quality	brands	on	their	platforms	and	services.	We	understand
the	opportunity	to	grow	engagement	with	new	audiences	of	all	ages	and	through	new	partnerships	with	Facebook,	Twitter,	YouTube,	Instagram,	TikTok	and	Snapchat,	along	with	our	podcasts	and	on-demand	SVOD	services,	we	ensure	our	programming	and	unique	stories	reach	audiences	across	the	full	demographic	spectrum.	Join	our	global	team	of
talent.	At	Hearst	Networks	EMEA	youll	find	a	team	of	innovative,	creative	and	collaborative	people	who	embrace	change	and	want	to	continually	try	new	things.	With	offices	in	London,	Rome,	Madrid,	Warsaw,	Munich	and	Johannesburg,	we	are	a	truly	international	company	that	celebrates	difference	and	diversity.	We	offer	a	range	of	benefits	such	as
a	generous	pension	plan,	life	assurance	and	holiday	allowance,	and	there	are	useful	local	perks	in	various	offices,	and	summer	Fridays	across	the	whole	company.	But	most	of	all,	we	will	support	you	to	develop	and	grow	throughout	your	time	with	us.	Learning	is	part	of	the	journey	at	Hearst	Networks	EMEA	and	youll	be	offered	personal	and
professional	development	opportunities	throughout	your	career	with	us.	Well	do	everything	we	can	to	see	you	thrive	and	grow.	Muhammad	Ali	was	born	Cassius	Marcellus	Clay	on	17	January	1942	in	Louisville,	Kentucky.	Clay	was	introduced	to	boxing	aged	12.	Before	turning	professional,	Clay	won	numerous	amateur	titles	and	achieved	an
outstanding	record	of	100	wins	to	5	losses.	On	5	September	1960,	Clay	stepped	into	the	Olympic	ring	and	beat	Polish	boxer	Zbigniew	Pietrzykowski	5-0	to	take	the	light	heavyweight	gold	medal.	Early	boxing	career	On	29	October	1960,	Clay	won	his	first	professional	title,	embarking	on	a	boxing	career	that	would	rock	the	sporting	world.	Clays
unorthodox	style	relied	on	deft	footwork.	He	had	such	confidence	in	his	speed	and	agility	that	he	would	often	leave	his	guard	down	and	taunt	opponents	to	hit	him.	He	also	began	to	predict	in	which	round	his	fights	would	end.	Winning	the	world	title	In	February	1964,	Clay	took	on	Sonny	Liston,	the	world	heavyweight	champion.	The	boxing	press	did
not	rate	Clays	chances	against	Liston.	In	the	match	Clay	used	his	speed	and	footwork	to	outpace	the	slower	Liston	and	inflict	cuts	and	bruises	under	his	eyes.	After	the	sixth	round,	Liston	retired	from	the	match	citing	an	injured	shoulder.	Clay	won	the	fight	to	win	the	world	title.	I	am	the	greatest!	he	proclaimed.	The	same	year,	Clay	publicly	declared
that	he	was	a	member	of	the	Nation	of	Islam	and	that	he	was	to	be	known	as	Muhammad	Ali,	a	name	given	to	him	by	his	spiritual	leader.	His	conversion	was	received	with	mixed	reactions	from	the	public,	once	again	surrounding	Ali	with	controversy.	Vietnam	War	As	war	unfolded	in	Vietnam,	Ali	received	his	draft	notice	to	the	US	Army.	Rather	than
appeal	for	exclusion	on	the	grounds	of	his	sporting	success,	Ali	chose	to	object	on	the	grounds	of	his	religious	beliefs	that	forbade	killing	in	all	forms.	Ali	was	arrested	and	subsequently	fined	$10,000	for	draft	evasion.	He	was	sentenced	to	five	years	in	jail,	later	quashed	on	appeal.	He	was	stripped	of	his	heavyweight	boxing	title	and	licence	to	fight.
Return	to	boxing	In	October	1970,	Ali	stepped	into	the	ring	for	his	first	bout	after	three-and-a-half-years	in	exile;	he	defeated	Jerry	Quarry	in	the	third	round.	Ali	signed	up	to	fight	the	undefeated	heavyweight	champion	Joe	Frazier	at	Madison	Square	Gardens	on	8	March	1971,	billed	as	the	'Fight	of	the	Century.	At	the	end	of	15	rounds,	with	both
fighters	still	standing,	the	title	was	awarded	to	Frazier	by	unanimous	decision.	This	was	Alis	first	professional	loss,	although	he	later	went	on	to	defeat	Frazier	in	January	1974.	Rumble	in	the	Jungle	Widely	publicised	by	boxing	promoter	Don	King,	Ali	met	George	Foreman	in	October	1974	for	the	Rumble	in	the	Jungle	in	Zaire,	an	attempt	to	win	back
his	world	heavyweight	title.	This	was	the	first	time	that	Ali	revealed	his	rope-a-dope	technique.	Ali	leaned	back	on	the	ropes	and	absorbing	the	body	blows	his	younger	opponent	dished	out,	counterattacking	with	jabs	to	Foremans	face	and	taunting	him	to	dish	out	more	punches.	Foreman	began	to	look	tried	and	weary.	At	the	end	of	the	eighth	round
Ali	launched	a	powerful	combination	that	knocked	Foreman	to	the	canvas.	Ali	had	defied	the	odds	to	regain	the	world	title.	Thrilla	in	Manila	On	1	October	1975,	Ali	fought	Joe	Frazier	for	the	third	time,	in	the	greatly	anticipated	Thrilla	in	Manila.	The	match	lasted	a	punishing	14	rounds	in	tropical	heat.	Ali	finally	won	through	when	Fraziers	corner
halted	the	fight.	Ali	later	described	the	fight	as	the	closest	thing	to	death	that	hed	ever	experienced.	Ali	lost	his	title	to	Leon	Spinks,	a	fighter	12	years	his	junior,	in	1978.	In	a	rematch	the	same	year	he	managed	to	win	back	the	heavyweight	championship	for	a	third	time.	Ali	continued	to	fight	even	though	he	was	losing	form.	His	bid	for	the	fourth
heavyweight	title,	against	former	sparring	partner	Larry	Holmes	in	1980,	was	stopped.	Alis	only	defeat	by	anything	other	than	a	decision.	In	December	1981,	Ali	lost	the	final	fight	of	his	career	to	Canadian	Trevor	Berbick	on	points.	Ali	retired	from	boxing	at	the	age	of	40.	Parkinsons	disease	In	1984,	Ali	was	diagnosed	with	Parkinsons,	a	condition
which	has	been	linked	with	trauma	injuries	to	the	head.	Ali	was	presented	with	a	replica	of	his	lost	1960	Olympic	gold	medal	when	he	lit	the	Olympic	torch	at	the	opening	ceremony	of	the	1996	Olympic	Games	in	Atlanta.	In	2005,	Ali	was	awarded	the	Presidential	Medal	of	Freedom,	the	highest	U.S.	civilian	honour,	the	same	year	saw	the	opening	of	the
non-profit	Muhammad	Ali	Center	in	Louisville,	Kentucky.	At	the	2012	Olympic	Games	in	London	Ali	was	a	named	flag	bearer.	He	was	too	ill	to	carry	the	flag,	so	he	stood	in	front	of	it.	Muhammad	Ali	(born	Cassius	Marcellus	Clay,	Jr.	January	17,	1942	3	June	2016)	was	an	Olympic	and	World	Champion	boxer,	who	also	had	a	unique	personality,	based	on
self-belief	and	strong	religious	and	political	convictions.	In	1999,	Ali	was	crowned	Sportsman	of	the	Century	by	Sports	Illustrated.	He	won	the	World	Heavyweight	Boxing	championship	three	times	and	won	the	North	American	Boxing	Federation	championship	as	well	as	an	Olympic	gold	medal.Im	not	the	greatest;	Im	the	double	greatest.	Not	only	do	I
knock	em	out,	I	pick	the	round.	Muhammad	AliAli	was	born	in	Louisville,	Kentucky	in	1942.	He	was	named	after	his	father,	Cassius	Marcellus	Clay,	Sr.,	(who	was	named	after	the	19th-century	abolitionist	and	politician	Cassius	Clay).	Ali	would	later	change	his	name	after	joining	the	Nation	of	Islam.	He	subsequently	converted	to	Sunni	Islam	in
1975.Early	boxing	careerStanding	at	63	(1.91	m),	Ali	had	a	highly	unorthodox	style	for	a	heavyweight	boxer.	Rather	than	the	normal	boxing	style	of	carrying	the	hands	high	to	defend	the	face,	he	instead	relied	on	his	quick	feet	and	ability	to	avoid	a	punch.	In	Louisville,	October	29,	1960,	Cassius	Clay	won	his	first	professional	fight.	He	won	a	six-round
decision	over	Tunney	Hunsaker,	who	was	the	police	chief	of	Fayetteville,	West	Virginia.	From	1960	to	1963,	the	young	fighter	amassed	a	record	of	19-0,	with	15	knockouts.	He	defeated	such	boxers	as	Tony	Esperti,	Jim	Robinson,	Donnie	Fleeman,	Alonzo	Johnson,	George	Logan,	Willi	Besmanoff,	Lamar	Clark	(who	had	won	his	previous	40	bouts	by
knockout),	Doug	Jones,	and	Henry	Cooper.	Among	Clays	victories	were	versus	Sonny	Banks	(who	knocked	him	down	during	the	bout),	Alejandro	Lavorante,	and	the	aged	Archie	Moore	(a	boxing	legend	who	had	fought	over	200	previous	fights,	and	who	had	been	Clays	trainer	prior	to	Angelo	Dundee).	Clay	won	a	disputed	10	round	decision	over	Doug
Jones,	who,	despite	being	lighter	than	Clay,	staggered	Clay	as	soon	as	the	fight	started	with	a	right	hand,	and	beat	Clay	to	the	punch	continually	during	the	fight.	The	fight	was	named	Fight	of	the	Year	for	1963.	Clays	next	fight	was	against	Henry	Cooper,	who	knocked	Clay	down	with	a	left	hook	near	the	end	of	the	fourth	round.	The	fight	was	stopped
in	the	5th	round	due	to	a	deep	cut	on	Coopers	face.Despite	these	close	calls	against	Doug	Jones	and	Henry	Cooper,	he	became	the	top	contender	for	Sonny	Listons	title.	In	spite	of	Clays	impressive	record,	he	was	not	expected	to	beat	the	champion.	The	fight	was	to	be	held	on	February	25,	1964,	in	Miami,	Florida.	During	the	weigh-in	before	the	fight,
Ali	frequently	taunted	Liston.	Ali	dubbed	him	the	big	ugly	bear,	and	declared	that	he	would	float	like	a	butterfly	and	sting	like	a	bee,	Ali	was	ready	to	dance	around	the	ring,	as	he	said,	Your	hands	cant	hit	what	your	eyes	cant	see.This	was	a	typical	buildup	for	Ali,	who	increasingly	enjoyed	playing	to	the	crowd	and	creating	a	buzz	before	a	fight.	It	was
good	news	for	fight	promoters,	who	saw	increased	interest	in	any	fight	involving	the	bashful	Ali.Vietnam	WarIn	1964,	Ali	failed	the	Armed	Forces	qualifying	test	because	his	writing	and	spelling	skills	were	inadequate.	However,	in	early	1966,	the	tests	were	revised	and	Ali	was	reclassified	1A.	He	refused	to	serve	in	the	United	States	Army	during	the
Vietnam	War	as	a	conscientious	objector,	because	War	is	against	the	teachings	of	the	Holy	Koran.	Im	not	trying	to	dodge	the	draft.	We	are	not	supposed	to	take	part	in	no	wars	unless	declared	by	Allah	or	The	Messenger.	We	dont	take	part	in	Christian	wars	or	wars	of	any	unbelievers.	Ali	also	famously	said,Ali	also	famously	said,I	aint	got	no	quarrel
with	those	Vietcong	and	no	Vietcong	ever	called	me	nigger.Ali	refused	to	respond	to	his	name	being	read	out	as	Cassius	Clay,	stating,	as	instructed	by	his	mentors	from	the	Nation	of	Islam,	that	Clay	was	the	name	given	to	his	slave	ancestors	by	the	white	man.Cassius	Clay	is	a	slave	name.	I	didnt	choose	it	and	I	dont	want	it.	I	am	Muhammad	Ali,	a	free
name	it	means	beloved	of	God	and	I	insist	people	use	it	when	people	speak	to	me	and	of	me.By	refusing	to	respond	to	this	name,	Alis	personal	life	was	filled	with	controversy.	Ali	was	essentially	banned	from	fighting	in	the	United	States	and	forced	to	accept	bouts	abroad	for	most	of	1966.From	his	rematch	with	Liston	in	May	1965,	to	his	final	defence
against	Zora	Folley	in	March	1967,	he	defended	his	title	nine	times.	Few	other	heavyweight	champions	in	history	have	fought	so	much	in	such	a	short	period.Ali	was	scheduled	to	fight	WBA	champion	Ernie	Terrell	in	a	unification	bout	in	Toronto	on	March	29,	1966,	but	Terrell	backed	out	and	Ali	won	a	15-round	decision	against	substitute	opponent
George	Chuvalo.	He	then	went	to	England	and	defeated	Henry	Cooper	and	Brian	London	by	stoppage	on	cuts.	Alis	next	defence	was	against	German	southpaw	Karl	Mildenberger,	the	first	German	to	fight	for	the	title	since	Max	Schmeling.	In	one	of	the	tougher	fights	of	his	life,	Ali	stopped	his	opponent	in	round	12.Ali	returned	to	the	United	States	in
November	1966	to	fight	Cleveland	Big	Cat	Williams	in	the	Houston	Astrodome.	A	year	and	a	half	before	the	fight,	Williams	had	been	shot	in	the	stomach	at	point-blank	range	by	a	Texas	policeman.	As	a	result,	Williams	went	into	the	fight	missing	one	kidney,	10	feet	of	his	small	intestine,	and	with	a	shrivelled	left	leg	from	nerve	damage	from	the	bullet.
Ali	beat	Williams	in	three	rounds.On	February	6,	1967,	Ali	returned	to	a	Houston	boxing	ring	to	fight	Terrell	in	what	became	one	of	the	uglier	fights	in	boxing.	Terrell	had	angered	Ali	by	calling	him	Clay,	and	the	champion	vowed	to	punish	him	for	this	insult.	During	the	fight,	Ali	kept	shouting	at	his	opponent,	Whats	my	name,	Uncle	Tom	Whats	my
name.	Terrell	suffered	15	rounds	of	brutal	punishment,	losing	13	of	15	rounds	on	two	judges	scorecards,	but	Ali	did	not	knock	him	out.	Analysts,	including	several	who	spoke	to	ESPN	on	the	sports	channels	Ali	Rap	special,	speculated	that	the	fight	only	continued	because	Ali	chose	not	to	end	it,	choosing	instead	to	further	punish	Terrell.	After	the	fight,
Tex	Maule	wrote,	It	was	a	wonderful	demonstration	of	boxing	skill	and	a	barbarous	display	of	cruelty.Alis	actions	in	refusing	military	service	and	aligning	himself	with	the	Nation	of	Islam	made	him	a	lightning	rod	for	controversy,	turning	the	outspoken	but	popular	former	champion	into	one	of	that	eras	most	recognisable	and	controversial	figures.
Appearing	at	rallies	with	Nation	of	Islam	leader	Elijah	Muhammad	and	declaring	his	allegiance	to	him	at	a	time	when	mainstream	America	viewed	them	with	suspicion	if	not	outright	hostility	made	Ali	a	target	of	outrage,	and	suspicion	as	well.	Ali	seemed	at	times	to	even	provoke	such	reactions,	with	viewpoints	that	wavered	from	support	for	civil
rights	to	outright	support	of	separatism.Near	the	end	of	1967,	Ali	was	stripped	of	his	title	by	the	professional	boxing	commission	and	would	not	be	allowed	to	fight	professionally	for	more	than	three	years.	He	was	also	convicted	for	refusing	induction	into	the	army	and	sentenced	to	five	years	in	prison.	Over	the	course	of	those	years	in	exile,	Ali	fought
to	appeal	his	conviction.	He	stayed	in	the	public	spotlight	and	supported	himself	by	giving	speeches	primarily	at	rallies	on	college	campuses	that	opposed	the	Vietnam	War.Why	should	they	ask	me	to	put	on	a	uniform	and	go	10,000	miles	from	home	and	drop	bombs	and	bullets	on	brown	people	while	so-called	Negro	people	in	Louisville	are	treated	like
dogs?	Muhammad	Ali	explaining	why	he	refused	to	fight	in	VietnamIn	1970,	Ali	was	allowed	to	fight	again,	and	in	late	1971	the	Supreme	Court	reversed	his	conviction.Muhammad	Alis	comebackIn	1970,	Ali	was	finally	able	to	get	a	boxing	license.	With	the	help	of	a	State	Senator,	he	was	granted	a	license	to	box	in	Georgia	because	it	was	the	only	state
in	America	without	a	boxing	commission.	In	October	1970,	he	returned	to	stop	Jerry	Quarry	on	a	cut	after	three	rounds.	Shortly	after	the	Quarry	fight,	the	New	York	State	Supreme	Court	ruled	that	Ali	was	unjustly	denied	a	boxing	license.	Once	again	able	to	fight	in	New	York,	he	fought	Oscar	Bonavena	at	Madison	Square	Garden	in	December	1970.
After	a	tough	14	rounds,	Ali	stopped	Bonavena	in	the	15th,	paving	the	way	for	a	title	fight	against	Joe	Frazier.The	Fight	of	the	CenturyAli	and	Frazier	fought	each	other	on	March	8,	1971,	at	Madison	Square	Garden.	The	fight,	known	as	The	Fight	of	the	Century,	was	one	of	the	most	eagerly	anticipated	bouts	of	all	time	and	remains	one	of	the	most
famous.	It	featured	two	skilled,	undefeated	fighters,	both	of	whom	had	reasonable	claims	to	the	heavyweight	crown.	The	fight	lived	up	to	the	hype,	and	Frazier	punctuated	his	victory	by	flooring	Ali	with	a	hard	left	hook	in	the	15th	and	final	round	and	won	on	points.	Frank	Sinatra	unable	to	acquire	a	ringside	seat	took	photos	of	the	match	for	Life
Magazine.	Legendary	boxing	announcer	Don	Dunphy	and	actor	and	boxing	aficionado	Burt	Lancaster	called	the	action	for	the	broadcast,	which	reached	millions	of	people.Frazier	eventually	won	the	fight	and	retained	the	title	with	a	unanimous	decision,	dealing	Ali	his	first	professional	loss.	Despite	an	impressive	performance,	Ali	may	have	still	been
suffering	from	the	effects	of	ring	rust	due	to	his	long	layoff.In	1973,	after	a	string	of	victories	over	the	top	Heavyweight	opposition	in	a	campaign	to	force	a	rematch	with	Frazier,	Ali	split	two	bouts	with	Ken	Norton	(in	the	bout	that	Ali	lost	to	Norton,	Ali	suffered	a	broken	jaw).Rumble	in	the	JungleIn	1974,	Ali	gained	a	match	with	champion	George
Foreman.	The	fight	took	place	in	Zaire	(the	Congo)	Ali	wanted	the	fight	to	be	there	to	help	give	an	economic	boost	to	this	part	of	Africa.	The	pre-match	hype	was	as	great	as	ever.Floats	like	a	butterfly,	sting	like	a	bee,	his	hands	cant	hit	what	his	eyes	cant	see.	Muhammad	Ali	before	the	1974	fight	against	George	ForemanAgainst	the	odds,	Ali	won	the
rematch	in	the	eighth	round.	Ali	had	adopted	a	strategy	of	wearing	Foreman	down	though	absorbing	punches	on	the	ropes	a	strategy	later	termed	rope	a	dope.This	gave	Ali	another	chance	at	the	world	title	against	FrazerIt	will	be	a	killer,	and	a	chiller,	and	a	thriller,	when	I	get	the	gorilla	in	Manila.	Ali	before	Frazer	fight.The	fight	lasted	14	rounds,
with	Ali	finally	proving	victorious	in	the	testing	African	heat.Muhammad	Ali	in	retirementAli	was	diagnosed	with	Parkinsons	disease	in	the	early	1980s,	following	which	his	motor	functions	began	a	slow	decline.	Although	Alis	doctors	disagreed	during	the	1980s	and	1990s	about	whether	his	symptoms	were	caused	by	boxing	and	whether	or	not	his
condition	was	degenerative,	he	was	ultimately	diagnosed	with	Pugilistic	Parkinsons	syndrome.	By	late	2005	it	was	reported	that	Alis	condition	was	notably	worsening.	According	to	the	documentary	When	We	Were	Kings	when	Ali	was	asked	about	whether	he	has	any	regrets	about	boxing	due	to	his	disability,	he	responded	that	if	he	didnt	box	he	would
still	be	a	painter	in	Louisville,	Kentucky.Speaking	of	his	own	Parkinsons	disease,	Ali	remarks	how	it	has	helped	him	to	look	at	life	in	a	different	perspective.Maybe	my	Parkinsons	is	Gods	way	of	reminding	me	what	is	important.	It	slowed	me	down	and	caused	me	to	listen	rather	than	talk.	Actually,	people	pay	more	attention	to	me	now	because	I	dont
talk	as	much.I	always	liked	to	chase	the	girls.	Parkinsons	stops	all	that.	Now	I	might	have	a	chance	to	go	to	heaven.Muhammad	Ali,	BBCDespite	the	disability,	he	remained	a	beloved	and	active	public	figure.	Recently	he	was	voted	into	Forbes	Celebrity	100	coming	in	at	number	13	behind	Donald	Trump.	In	1985,	he	served	as	a	guest	referee	at	the
inaugural	WrestleMania	event.	In	1987	he	was	selected	by	the	California	Bicentennial	Foundation	for	the	U.S.	Constitution	to	personify	the	vitality	of	the	U.S.	Constitution	and	Bill	of	Rights	in	various	high	profile	activities.	Ali	rode	on	a	float	at	the	1988	Tournament	of	Roses	Parade,	launching	the	U.S.	Constitutions	200th	birthday	commemoration.	He
also	published	an	oral	history,	Muhammad	Ali:	His	Life	and	Times	with	Thomas	Hauser,	in	1991.	Ali	received	a	Spirit	of	America	Award	calling	him	the	most	recognised	American	in	the	world.	In	1996,	he	had	the	honour	of	lighting	the	flame	at	the	1996	Summer	Olympics	in	Atlanta,	Georgia.In	1999,	Ali	received	a	special	one-off	award	from	the	BBC	at
its	annual	BBC	Sports	Personality	of	the	Year	Award	ceremony,	which	was	the	BBC	Sports	Personality	of	the	Century	Award.	His	daughter	Laila	Ali	also	became	a	boxer	in	1999,	despite	her	fathers	earlier	comments	against	female	boxing	in	1978:	Women	are	not	made	to	be	hit	in	the	breast,	and	face	like	that	the	bodys	not	made	to	be	punched	right
here	[patting	his	chest].	Get	hit	in	the	breast	hard	and	all	that.On	September	13,	1999,	Ali	was	named	Kentucky	Athlete	of	the	Century	by	the	Kentucky	Athletic	Hall	of	Fame	in	ceremonies	at	the	Galt	House	East.In	2001,	a	biographical	film,	entitled	Ali,	was	made,	with	Will	Smith	starring	as	Ali.	The	film	received	mixed	reviews,	with	the	positives
generally	attributed	to	the	acting,	as	Smith	and	supporting	actor	Jon	Voight	earned	Academy	Award	nominations.	Prior	to	making	the	Ali	movie,	Will	Smith	had	continually	rejected	the	role	of	Ali	until	Muhammad	Ali	personally	requested	that	he	accept	the	role.	According	to	Smith,	the	first	thing	Ali	said	about	the	subject	to	Smith	was:	You	aint	pretty
enough	to	play	me.He	received	the	Presidential	Medal	of	Freedom	at	a	White	House	ceremony	on	November	9,	2005,	and	the	prestigious	Otto	Hahn	peace	medal	in	Gold	of	the	United	Nations	Association	of	Germany	(DGVN)	in	Berlin	for	his	work	with	the	US	civil	rights	movement	and	the	United	Nations	(December	17,	2005).On	November	19,	2005
(Alis	19th	wedding	anniversary),	the	$60	million	non-profit	Muhammad	Ali	Center	opened	in	downtown	Louisville,	Kentucky.	In	addition	to	displaying	his	boxing	memorabilia,	the	centre	focuses	on	core	themes	of	peace,	social	responsibility,	respect,	and	personal	growth.According	to	the	Muhammad	Ali	Center	website	in	2012,Since	he	retired	from
boxing,	Ali	has	devoted	himself	to	humanitarian	endeavours	around	the	globe.	He	is	a	devout	Sunni	Muslim,	and	travels	the	world	over,	lending	his	name	and	presence	to	hunger	and	poverty	relief,	supporting	education	efforts	of	all	kinds,	promoting	adoption	and	encouraging	people	to	respect	and	better	understand	one	another.	It	is	estimated	that	he
has	helped	to	provide	more	than	22	million	meals	to	feed	the	hungry.	Ali	travels,	on	average,	more	than	200	days	per	year.Muhammad	Ali	died	on	3	June	2016,	from	a	respiratory	illness,	a	condition	that	was	complicated	by	Parkinsons	disease.Will	they	ever	have	another	fighter	who	writes	poems,	predicts	rounds,	beats	everybody,	makes	people	laugh,
makes	people	cry	and	is	as	tall	and	extra	pretty	as	me?	Muhammad	AliCitation:	Pettinger,	Tejvan.	Biography	of	Muhammad	Ali,	Oxford,	UK	www.biographyonline.net.	Last	updated	3rd	February	2018Related	pagesMuhammad	Ali	FactsMuhammad	Ali	QuotesMuhammad	Ali	and	the	Rise	of	an	American	Hero	Muhammad	Ali	and	the	Rise	of	an	American
Hero	at	AmazonMuhammad	Ali	The	Whole	Story	Muhammad	Ali	The	Whole	Story	at	AmazonRelated	pages	Americans	Great	Americans	from	the	Founding	Fathers	to	modern	civil	rights	activists.	Including	presidents,	authors,	musicians,	entrepreneurs	and	businessmen.	Featuring	Thomas	Jefferson,	Abraham	Lincoln,	Madonna,	Oprah	Winfrey.100
Famous	sporting	personalities	100	Famous	sporting	personalities,	including	Muhammad	Ali,	Nadia	Comaneci,	Pele	and	Jesse	Owens.External	pages	PagesMuhammad	Ali	The	Greatest	VideoMuhammad	Ali,	one	of	the	most	celebrated	figures	in	sports	history,	was	much	more	than	a	world-champion	boxer.	His	story	is	a	powerful	narrative	of	athletic
brilliance,	social	activism,	and	cultural	influence	that	resonates	deeply	worldwide.	This	article	delves	into	the	details	of	Alis	life,	his	unparalleled	boxing	career,	and	the	enduring	impact	of	his	legacy.	We	explore	the	profound	ways	Ali	transformed	not	only	the	world	of	sports	but	also	social	justice	and	activism.Table	of	ContentsMuhammad	Ali,	born
Cassius	Marcellus	Clay	Jr.,	came	into	the	world	on	January	17,	1942,	in	Louisville,	Kentucky.	From	a	young	age,	he	was	filled	with	ambition	and	resilience,	two	traits	that	would	define	his	future.	Growing	up	in	the	racially	segregated	South,	he	encountered	discrimination	and	challenges	that	fueled	his	passion	to	succeed.Alis	interest	in	boxing	was
ignited	when	he	was	just	12	years	old.	After	his	bike	was	stolen,	a	young	Ali	vowed	to	whup	the	thief.	He	reported	the	incident	to	a	police	officer,	Joe	Martin,	who	also	happened	to	be	a	boxing	trainer.	Under	Martins	mentorship,	Ali	quickly	displayed	natural	talent,	winning	his	first	bout	just	six	weeks	after	his	training	began.Alis	meteoric	rise	began
with	his	victory	in	the	1960	Rome	Olympics,	where	he	won	the	gold	medal	in	the	light	heavyweight	division.	His	triumph	on	the	Olympic	stage	brought	him	national	attention,	and	he	soon	turned	professional.	His	unique	fighting	style,	characterized	by	his	float	like	a	butterfly,	sting	like	a	bee	mantra,	mesmerized	fans	and	left	opponents	baffled.	Alis
lightning-fast	footwork,	coupled	with	his	extraordinary	speed	and	power,	made	him	a	formidable	contender.In	1964,	at	the	age	of	22,	Ali	shook	the	boxing	world	when	he	defeated	Sonny	Liston	to	become	the	heavyweight	champion	of	the	world.	His	victory	over	Liston	established	him	as	a	dominant	force	in	boxing	and	marked	the	beginning	of	an
iconic	career.	After	his	victory,	he	announced	his	conversion	to	Islam,	changing	his	name	from	Cassius	Clay	to	Muhammad	Ali.	This	name	change	symbolized	a	newfound	identity	and	commitment	to	his	faith,	a	decision	that	would	shape	his	future	endeavors.Alis	boxing	record	speaks	volumes	about	his	skill	and	tenacity.	He	achieved	an	impressive
record	of	56	wins,	5	losses,	and	37	knockouts	over	a	career	spanning	two	decades.	Ali	was	known	for	his	unique	blend	of	physical	prowess	and	psychological	warfare,	often	taunting	his	opponents	with	his	signature	trash	talk	to	throw	them	off	their	game.One	of	the	most	defining	aspects	of	Alis	style	was	his	agility.	Unlike	other	heavyweights,	he
moved	with	an	almost	poetic	grace,	constantly	on	his	toes	and	executing	quick,	powerful	jabs.	His	ability	to	avoid	punches	was	nearly	unmatched,	and	his	tactic	of	leaning	back	to	dodge	blowscalled	the	Ali	shuffleremains	iconic	in	boxing	history.The	1971	showdown	between	Ali	and	Joe	Frazier	remains	one	of	the	most	legendary	fights	in	boxing
history.	Dubbed	The	Fight	of	the	Century,	this	match	pitted	two	undefeated	champions	against	each	other.	Although	Frazier	won	by	decision,	the	bout	solidified	Alis	reputation	as	a	fighter	willing	to	push	through	incredible	physical	adversity.	Ali	and	Fraziers	rivalry	continued,	with	two	more	historic	bouts,	including	the	famous	Thrilla	in	Manila,	which
many	consider	one	of	the	greatest	boxing	matches	of	all	time.In	1974,	Ali	faced	George	Foreman	in	a	highly	anticipated	match	known	as	the	Rumble	in	the	Jungle.	Taking	place	in	Kinshasa,	Zaire	(now	the	Democratic	Republic	of	the	Congo),	the	fight	showcased	Alis	strategic	brilliance.	Facing	a	younger	and	stronger	Foreman,	Ali	employed	his	famous
rope-a-dope	technique,	leaning	against	the	ropes	to	absorb	punches	and	tire	Foreman	out.	In	the	eighth	round,	Ali	seized	his	opportunity	and	knocked	out	Foreman,	reclaiming	the	heavyweight	title	and	solidifying	his	place	as	a	boxing	legend.Beyond	the	ring,	Ali	was	an	outspoken	advocate	for	civil	rights	and	social	justice.	In	1967,	he	made	headlines
worldwide	by	refusing	to	be	drafted	into	the	Vietnam	War,	citing	religious	and	ethical	reasons.	Ali	famously	declared,	I	aint	got	no	quarrel	with	them	Viet	Congno	Viet	Cong	ever	called	me	[a	racial	slur].	His	bold	stance	against	the	draft	was	both	courageous	and	costly;	he	was	stripped	of	his	title,	banned	from	boxing	for	several	years,	and	faced	legal
repercussions.Alis	refusal	to	participate	in	the	war	was	a	watershed	moment,	inspiring	many	activists	to	challenge	racial	and	social	injustices.	His	actions	reinforced	the	notion	that	athletes	could	be	more	than	mere	entertainersthey	could	be	influential	voices	for	change.Alis	charisma	and	confidence	made	him	a	cultural	icon	who	transcended	sports.
He	appeared	on	television	shows,	delivered	motivational	speeches,	and	was	frequently	sought	after	for	his	opinions	on	social	issues.	Alis	words	and	actions	resonated	with	millions,	and	he	became	a	source	of	inspiration	for	people	fighting	for	justice	and	equality	worldwide.Alis	influence	extended	into	pop	culture,	with	references	to	him	in	music,	film,
and	literature.	Songs	and	documentaries	have	been	dedicated	to	his	life,	and	actors	like	Will	Smith	have	portrayed	him	in	major	biographical	films,	introducing	his	story	to	new	generations.	Alis	legacy	lives	on,	not	only	in	boxing	but	also	in	the	broader	social	and	cultural	landscape.In	the	1980s,	Ali	began	showing	symptoms	of	Parkinsons	disease,	a
neurological	condition	that	gradually	affected	his	speech	and	motor	skills.	Despite	the	physical	limitations	brought	on	by	his	illness,	Ali	continued	to	inspire	and	motivate	others.	He	dedicated	himself	to	charity	work,	raising	awareness	about	Parkinsons	and	contributing	to	various	humanitarian	causes.Alis	resilience	in	the	face	of	illness	demonstrated
the	same	spirit	that	defined	his	boxing	career.	Even	as	his	physical	abilities	declined,	he	remained	a	symbol	of	strength,	compassion,	and	perseverance.Muhammad	Ali	passed	away	on	June	3,	2016,	but	his	legacy	endures.	As	an	athlete,	Ali	redefined	what	it	meant	to	be	a	boxer,	pushing	the	limits	of	physical	and	mental	endurance.	His	influence,
however,	extends	far	beyond	sports.	Ali	was	a	pioneer	who	challenged	societal	norms,	a	champion	who	fought	for	justice,	and	a	beloved	figure	who	inspired	millions.Today,	Alis	legacy	is	preserved	through	the	Muhammad	Ali	Center,	a	nonprofit	museum	and	cultural	center	in	Louisville	dedicated	to	promoting	peace,	social	responsibility,	and	respect.
Alis	life	story	serves	as	a	reminder	that	greatness	is	not	measured	solely	by	accolades	but	by	ones	impact	on	the	world.Muhammad	Ali	was	more	than	a	boxing	champion;	he	was	a	trailblazer,	a	humanitarian,	and	a	voice	for	the	oppressed.	His	courage,	both	in	the	ring	and	outside	of	it,	set	a	new	standard	for	athletes	and	public	figures.	Alis	life	story	is
one	of	resilience,	passion,	and	conviction,	a	testament	to	the	power	of	standing	up	for	ones	beliefs,	even	in	the	face	of	adversity.	His	legacy	continues	to	inspire	new	generations	to	pursue	their	dreams	and	advocate	for	positive	change.You	can	follow	us	on	our	Facebook	page
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