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Still holding on to a boxful of VHS tapes in your basement? We'll show you how to transfer those memories onto your computer so you can store them in a a digital drawer. Watch this: Convert your VHS tapes into digital files 03:01 Let the pros do it for youCostco, Walgreens and Walmart are just a few retail stores that offer this service at their
locations or online for about $20 to $35 per tape transferred to DVD. Or you can use an online service like YesVideo and Legacy Box and store them on their cloud. This is the most painless method of doing this, but it's not perfect. Aside from the price, the downside of using this method is that you don't have as much control over the format and
storage options. You may have gotten rid of those tapes, but then you have to figure out what to do about the pile of DVD's you got back, or how to download the digital content from the cloud-based services. The DIY methodIf you'd rather have more control over the process, you still have to spend money -- not to mention a lot more time -- to do it
yourself. What you'll needThe first thing you'll need to do is get that old VHS player out of storage. If you got rid of it, you can purchase one from your local consignment store or online (a used one on eBay goes for about $30). Next, you'll need an analog converter for your Mac or PC. There are multiple of options to chose from at different price
ranges online or at most electronic stores. For the purpose of this article, we used the Diamond VC500. You'll need a Mac or PC with a DVD drive to install the software. If you're on a newer laptop you may need to purchase either a separate DVD attachment or a converter that offers an online download option for the software. If you're planning on
digitizing a lot of footage, you should also consider transferring it to an external hard drive so as not to max out the built-in storage on your computer. Setting everything up Start by plugging everything in: the USB side of the analog converter goes into the computer, and the three plugs go into the VHS player. Just make sure to connect them to the
output option and match the colors. You may need an adapter that comes with the converter. Install the necessary software that came with the converter. In our case, that's the drive and the editing program.Now dust off that old VHS tape and put it in the player. This applies only to home movies and not any bootlegged version of a copyrighted movie
that may get you in trouble. Pause the video on the player and adjust the capture settings and destination folder on your computer using the program you just installed. The best file formats to store video in are: .MPG, .MOV or .MP4. Once you've made these adjustments, queue up the VHS tape to the part you want to transfer. Chances are, not all of
your video is worth saving. Time to digitize!If you can see the video playing on your computer, press the record option on the screen and roll the tape on the VHS player. Let it play for as long you want the clip to be. Anything you do within the player (fast-forward, pause, rewind) will be captured on the digital version of your clip. When you finish
recording, label your clip and send it to the folder you have selected. Storage options Once saved, you can chose to keep the file on your computer, or move it to a USB or external hard drive to collect dust somewhere else. Or you can upload it to a cloud-based storage service for easy access from any device. Google Drive gives you up to 15GB of free
storage and then charges a monthly fee for larger amounts, Apple's iCloud service provides 5GB free or up to 2TB for $20 per month. And if you don't have a Google or iCloud account, you can use Dropbox for a similar monthly fee. Editing and sharing If you're feeling really adventurous, you can even combine all your footage into a home movie using
a basic editing program like iMovie (for Mac), MovieMaker (for Windows) or the software that came with your converter. Ready to go public with your past memories? Upload your creation to a public video player like YouTube or Vimeo, then share the link with your friends and family. Disclaimer: CBS Interactive does not encourage or condone the
illegal duplication or distribution of copyrighted content. To transfer videos from VHS tapes to your computer, you'll need a few pieces of equipment and software. Here’s a step-by-step guide to help you through the process: Equipment you’ll need: VCR (Video Cassette Recorder): Make sure your VCR is in good working condition. Computer: Any
modern computer with a USB port should work. Video capture device: This is a hardware device that connects your VCR to your computer. It converts the analog video signal from the VCR into a digital format that your computer can understand. There are several options available, such as USB video capture cards or external devices like Elgato Video
Capture or Roxio Easy VHS to DVD. RCA cables: These are the yellow, red, and white cables that are typically used to connect VCRs and other analog devices. Make sure your VCR has RCA outputs and your video capture device has RCA inputs. Software installation: Install the software that comes with your video capture device onto your computer.
Follow the instructions provided by the manufacturer. Connections: Connect one end of the RCA cables to the RCA outputs on your VCR (typically color-coded yellow, red, and white). Connect the other end of the RCA cables to the RCA inputs on your video capture device. Connect the video capture device to your computer via USB. Setup: Turn on
your VCR and insert the VHS tape that you want to transfer. Launch the video capture software on your computer. Video capture: In the video capture software, select the appropriate input source. It might be called “Composite,” “AV,” or “RCA,” depending on the software. Start playing the VHS tape on your VCR. In the video capture software, click
on the record button to start capturing the video. Allow the VHS tape to play in real-time while the software captures the video. You can monitor the progress on your computer screen. Editing and saving: Once you’ve captured the entire video or the desired clips, stop the capture in the software. Use the software’s editing features, if available, to trim
or enhance the captured video. Save the captured video to your computer’s hard drive in a format of your choice. Common formats include MP4, AVI, or MOV. Organize and store: After saving the video, organize it in a folder on your computer for easy access. Consider making backups of the video files to prevent loss or damage. Sounds too technical
or complicated? National Video Centre can do the job for you. Don’t delay, send your enquiry right now using the form below or phone 0437 822 357. Super VHS | VHS-C | Video 8 | Hi 8 | Digital 8 | Mini DV | DV | Beta | Betacam SP | U-matic | PAL | NTSC | 8mm Film Transfer | Full HD | USB Flash Drive Duplication | CD Duplication | DVD Duplication
| CD Replication | DVD Replication | Canberra Transfers | Find us in the Yellow Pages | CD DVD USB | SD Memory Card | 35mm Slides Scanning | CD and DVD Burning | Audio compact cassettes to mp3 transfer | MP4 MOV AVI Transfers | Links |Minidisc to CD and mp3 | Vinyl Records LP EP 78 to CD and mp3 | Mobile Phone and Smartphone Video to
DVD transfer | Hard drive HDD Camcorders | AV Preservation | Video Cassettes | Rural NSW | Delivery | YouTube Video Help | Regional | Videography | NSW | NSW1 | ACT | Camcorder | iTunes | Home Movies | Australia | Conversion | Ad | Transfers | Converting | Repair | Reel to Reel Audio | CD DVD Label Printing | Microcassettes to CD transfer |
Audio cassettes repair plus CD and Mp3 transfer | Scanning slides and transparencies onto USB stick, hard drive or memory card in high resolution| Video to USB transfer Canberra, NSW and South Coast | VHS to Digital on USB | Mini DV to USB Canberra | Slides Transfer | Video Conversions USB digital Mp4 Canberra |Video Duplication and
Conversion Services | Video digitisation | Video to Digital | Video and Audio Digitization | Capturing Video in Canberra | Turning Video to USB Stick | Transfer VHS to digital files | Digitising Video 8 and Hi8 tapes | Digitising MiniDV Video Tapes | Mini DV to Digital | Digitising videos in Sydney | Video to DVD and digital in Melbourne digitising | Where
to Make Slides into Photos | How do I save youtube videos to USB | How to transfer video to DVD tutorial | Video Camera Cassette Tapes to USB or DVD | Video to USB Stick | Digitising | Melbourne | NSW | Sydney | Digital | Video to USB flash drive | Photo Scanning Service Canberra | VHS to DVD Converter | Turning Audio Cassette to CD |
Changing Video to DVD or CD | Putting Home Videos to a Computer | How to Transfer Video from your Iphone to USB Flashdrive | Tape to DVD Converter | Vinyl LP records to CD Sydney Melbourne Mp3 | Video VHS to DVD USB Near Me | Tapes to Digital Transfers | CD and DVD Surface Face Printing Canberra | VHS Mini DV Video 8 to DVD and
digital USB in Queensland | Slides Scanning | The Cook Cottage | Russian Interpreting Services and Translations to and from Russian language in Canberra | High Compliance Cartridge on a Technics SL-1200 Turntable - a Possibility? | Used equipment (VCR, Amplifier, Speakers, Subwoofer, Turntable) for Sale | Video Conversion Transfer to mp4 File
Format | The Importance of Digitizing Home Videos | Longevity of Video Cassettes and Best Practices for Preservation through Digitization | The Significance of Digitizing Analog Video Archives for Government and Private Organizations | Consumer Analog Video Formats | Preserving Memories: Scanning 35mm Colour and Black-and-White Slides and
Negatives | Preserving Old Videos | Preserving Old Photographs | National Video Centre: Preserving Australia’s Audiovisual Heritage | Reviving the Past: Al-Powered Restoration of Old Photographs and Films | Is it better to transfer VHS videos to DVD or USB? | What is the best way to convert VHS Video to digital? | The Beauty of Analog: Exploring
Audio Recording Formats and Digitizing Methods | How do I transfer video from VHS tapes to my computer? | How to scan and Enhance the Photographs? | How to transfer 8mm film with sound? | Best methods of video capturing for the purpose of digitization | Exploring New Hi-Res Audio Formats and the Evolution of Online Music Streaming |
Embracing Innovation: Exploring New Methods of Scanning Slides and Negatives | Converting Microcassettes to Digital Files | Converting Vinyl Records to Digital Files | Video Transfer Services Near Me | Converting VHS Tapes to Digital Format | Transfer cassette tapes to MP3 | Converting 8mm film to digital | Convert MiniDV Tapes to mp4 on USB
| Audio cassette to digital conversion services | Digitalize Hi8 tapes | Transfer Betamax tapes to digital format | Video to USB transfer services | Audio cassette to CD conversion | Good news, everyone: My bar mitzvah videos from the mid-1990s are now digitized for the ages. While I have no intention of actually watching them — oy, the
embarrassment — I recently received the original tapes from my parents and felt like they were worth preserving in a more enduring form than VHS. I was able to do it for cheap thanks to my USB capture card, which I originally bought to take screenshots of streaming devices for my TechHive column on cord cutting but which continues to have all
kinds of other neat uses. Below, I'll walk through how to digitize your own VHS tapes or camcorder footage using the same methods, plus a few extra tricks that might make a USB capture card worth considering. This column first appeared in Jared’s weekly tech advice newsletter. to get free tech tips every Tuesday. The USB capture card is a thumb-
sized device with an HDMI input on one side and a USB plug on the other. Connect the capture card to your computer’s USB port, then hook up any device with HDMI output, and you can record that device’s video using a free program called OBS (more on that shortly). Jared Newman / Foundry Amazon is filled with capture cards from no-name
brands for under $20. While the particular one I purchased is no longer available, this one looks pretty similar, able to capture video at 1080p up to 30 frames per second, or 720p at 60 frames per second. It uses a USB-C connector, but also has a USB-A adapter. (Alternatively, this one works the other way around.) You'll also need a VHS player,
otherwise known as a VCR. If you don’t have one collecting dust in a closet — or don’t know anyone else who does — consider looking for one at a thrift store such as Goodwill, searching on Facebook Marketplace, or buying on eBay. Of course, most VHS players don’t have HDMI output — including the one I pilfered from my father-in-law’s house for
this project — so you also need a composite-to-HDMI adapter. I grabbed one on Amazon for $10. The setup, in the end, looks like this: VHS Player —» Composite video out - Composite adapter - HDMI out — USB Capture Card — PC. I'm using a Windows desktop, but this setup should work just as well with a Mac or Linux machine, or a Chromebook
capable of running Linux apps. Jared Newman / Foundry The other half of the equation is a free program called Open Broadcaster Software Studio, or OBS. It’s often used to stream video game console footage on sites like Twitch and YouTube, but you can also use it to record from pretty much any HDMI video source. Once you’ve installed OBS and
hooked up the USB capture card, you can record video with a handful of steps: Under “Sources,” hit +, then select “Video Capture Device.” Give the source a name, like “Capture Card,” and hit “OK.” Select “USB 3.0 capture” — that’s your capture card — under the Device heading. Jared Newman / Foundry To preserve the VHS aspect ratio, change
“Resolution/FPS Type” to “Custom” and set the Resolution to 640x480, then hit “OK.” Under “Audio Mixer,” make sure the “Desktop Audio” and “Mic/Aux” sliders are set to zero or muted. If you want to preview the tape player audio before recording, hit : under “Capture Card” in the Audio Mixer section, select “Advanced Audio Properties,” and set
Audio Monitoring to “Monitoring and Output” for the Capture Card. At this point, OBS should display your video when you hit play on the VCR, but only in a small corner of the preview window. To fix this, drag the corner of the video so it fills the screen, then move the video into the center of the preview window. Jared Newman / Foundry Now, you
can hit play on your VHS player, and hit “Start Recording” in OBS. Wait until the video has finished and hit “Stop Recording,” and OBS will produce a video file in the MKV format, appearing in your computer’s video folder by default. You can then trim it down with any video editing software (I used the free Solveig AV1 Trimmer for Windows) or use a
program like DVD Styler to burn the video to DVD. A capture card and OBS aren’t the only ways to digitize a VHS tape. You can also purchase products like Vidbox or Roxio VHS to DVD for this specific purpose, or pay a professional to convert tapes in bulk. But if you already have a VCR, buying the necessary adapters will only cost you about $30,
roughly half the price of those other solutions. And in the long-run, the cobbled-together solution is a worthier investment. Once you get the hang of OBS, it becomes a way to record pretty much anything. Some examples: Record from streaming devices: Plug a Roku or Fire TV Stick into your capture card, and you can record video from streaming
sources such as Netflix or Disney+. You can also right-click the preview window and select “Screenshot (Source)” to capture a still image. This is how I illustrate most of my streaming device reviews over at TechHive. Record your desktop: Hit the + button under “Sources” in OBS and select Display Capture (to record your entire screen) or Window
Capture (to record just one application). Note that this won’t work with DRM video sources such as Netflix. Record yourself: Add your webcam as a source from the Video Capture Device menu to include video of yourself. You can then overlay it onto other video sources to record yourself providing color commentary. Note that you can use OBS’s
“Scenes” menu to toggle between different setups, each with its own layout and capture device. That way, you can have a scene for digitizing VHS tapes, another for recording from streaming players, and another that overlays your webcam, all without having to set up everything from scratch each time. OBS can take some time to learn — I'm still
discovering many of its intricacies myself — but there’s a reason Twitch and YouTube streamers swear by it: With a little practice, the potential use cases are practically endless. This column first appeared in Jared’s weekly tech advice newsletter. to get free tech tips every Tuesday. Transferring VHS tapes to a computer using Windows 10 might seem
like a daunting task, but it’s actually quite simple. You’ll need a few tools: a VHS player, a capture device, and some software. By connecting your VHS player to your computer with the capture device and using the right software, you can digitize those old tapes in no time. Let’s go through the steps to get your VHS memories onto your computer.
Step-by-Step Tutorial: How to Transfer VHS to Computer Windows 10 In this guide, you’ll learn how to transfer your VHS tapes to your computer using Windows 10. We’ll walk you through each step, from connecting your equipment to saving the digital files. Step 1: Gather Your Equipment You will need a VHS player, a capture device, a USB cable,
and the necessary software. Make sure your VHS player is in working condition. A capture device, like a USB video capture dongle, will be essential for connecting your VHS player to your computer. You will also need a USB cable and software like OBS Studio or a similar program to capture the video. Step 2: Connect the VHS Player to the Capture
Device Connect the VHS player to the capture device using RCA cables. Plug the RCA cables into the corresponding colored ports on the VHS player and the capture device. The yellow cable is for video, and the red and white cables are for audio. Ensure the connections are secure to avoid any disruptions during the transfer. Step 3: Connect the
Capture Device to Your Computer Plug the capture device into a USB port on your computer. Once the capture device is connected to your computer, Windows 10 should automatically recognize it. If any drivers are needed, they will usually install themselves. If not, you may need to install them manually from the capture device’s website. Step 4:
Install and Open the Capture Software Install the capture software on your computer and open it. Software like OBS Studio is free and versatile. Open the software and set it up to capture video from the connected capture device. You may need to select the device from a dropdown menu within the software’s settings. Step 5: Start Playback on the
VHS Player Press play on the VHS player to begin the transfer process. Make sure the tape is at the starting point you want to capture. The software will display what the VHS player is playing. Check for any issues with the video feed before starting the transfer. Step 6: Begin Recording in the Software Click the record button in the capture software
to start recording the video. As the VHS plays, the software will record the footage. Keep an eye on the recording to ensure everything is being captured smoothly. Step 7: Save the Captured Video Stop the recording once the VHS tape has finished playing, and save the file. After capturing, stop the recording in the software and save the file to your
desired location on your computer. Choose a file format that suits your needs, such as .mp4 or .avi. After completing these steps, your VHS video will be digitized and saved to your computer. You can now edit, share, or simply enjoy your old memories in a modern format. Tips for Transferring VHS to Computer Windows 10 Ensure your VHS tapes are
clean and in good condition to avoid playback issues. Use a high-quality capture device for better video and audio quality. Experiment with software settings to optimize the capture quality. Save your captured videos in a common format like .mp4 for easy playback. Consider using video editing software to enhance or trim your captured videos.
Frequently Asked Questions Do I need special software to transfer VHS to my computer? Yes, you’ll need capture software like OBS Studio to record the video from your VHS player. Can I use any VHS player for this process? Yes, any functioning VHS player will work as long as it has the necessary output ports. Is there a specific type of capture
device I should use? A USB video capture dongle is common and works well for this task. How long does the transfer process take? The transfer process takes as long as the playback time of your VHS tape. Can I edit the captured video after transferring it? Yes, you can use video editing software to make any changes or enhancements to your
captured video. Summary: How to Transfer VHS to Computer Windows 10 Gather Your Equipment Connect the VHS Player to the Capture Device Connect the Capture Device to Your Computer Install and Open the Capture Software Start Playback on the VHS Player Begin Recording in the Software Save the Captured Video Conclusion Transferring
VHS tapes to your computer using Windows 10 is a straightforward process that just requires some basic equipment and software. Once you’ve completed the steps, you’ll have your cherished memories saved in a digital format, ready to be shared or enhanced. Whether you’re preserving family memories or digitizing old movies, this process ensures
they are kept safe from the wear and tear of physical media. It’s always a good idea to make digital backups of important footage, so consider transferring your VHS tapes sooner rather than later. You’ll find that video capture technology has made this task easier than ever, so why not get started today and save those old memories? Matt Jacobs has
been working as an IT consultant for small businesses since receiving his Master’s degree in 2003. While he still does some consulting work, his primary focus now is on creating technology support content for SupportYourTech.com. His work can be found on many websites and focuses on topics such as Microsoft Office, Apple devices, Android
devices, Photoshop, and more. Old VHS tapes is something that most people have, and it’s one of the most urgent memories to digitize since acetate tapes shrinks and gets more and more fragile with age. Here with an overview of the DIY transfer process for old VHS tapes is guest blogger Carmen Docampo! Take it away, Carmen! Transfer Old VHS
Tapes Now! Technology moves at a rapid pace and some of our most treasured memories are stuck on old tech that we just can’t access anymore. If you were born before the mid-1990s, the chances are that you likely have lots of home movies on VHS tapes you haven’t looked at in years. The good news is, those videos aren’t lost forever. You can
digitize and store them on your computer quite easily, but you have to ask fast. It’s quite important to get to it as soon as possible because VHS tapes can degrade over time. At worst, the quality of the footage will degrade by around 20% as each decade passes. At best, you're looking at around 20% every 25 years. This is still a lot of degradation as
time goes by, especially if you've got older videos that you want to preserve. Yes, you can take your tapes to a pro service, but you can also do it at home without spending a fortune on sophisticated digitizing software and state-of-the-art equipment. Doing it yourself also gives you more options in terms of final file format and storage. That being said,
make sure you are careful with the media as it get more fragile over time. So, let’s look at what you need to digitize your VHS tapes at home - here are the 8 steps you need to know: 1. Get The Right Gear The first thing you need is a good VHS player. Tracking one of those down may actually be the hardest part of the entire process if you don’t have
one laying about in the attic or garage. Check out eBay and consignment stores to see if they have any second-hand VCRs in stock. If you get your hands on one, test it with a commercial tape to make sure it works well. Once you have your playback sorted, you'll need an analog converter to connect the VCR to your computer. There are so many out
there on the market now, so it’s a matter of doing some research, checking prices and reviews, and purchasing the one you want. The device you’re looking for is usually called a USB-to-composite video converter or an analog video converter. We recommend the El Gato brand one - it’s easy to use for beginners. It’s a good idea to get a device that
comes with some kind of editing software, but you can always use the basic software on your computer if you want. 2. Download And Install The Software On the subject of software, make sure you have the right version of the software for the device. These days, most devices will have software that you can download off the internet. This will ensure
that you always have the latest version of the program and that you have the correct drivers. The capture and writing parts of the software are the most important elements that you'll need. Added extras can include color correction, trimming and editing, stabilization, and transitions. 3. Plug Everything In The next step is to get everything plugged in
correctly. The computer side is easy because this is usually one USB plug that simply slots into one port on a laptop or desktop. On the VCR side, things can be a little more complex. Especially if you aren’t used to connecting a VCR and don’t remember all the different ports. Most converter devices will have three plugs for the VCR. Those three are
typically color coded, so just ensure that you have the correct color plug matching with the ports on the back of the VCR. It’s also important to ensure you’'re using the output options on the VCR and not the input ports.If there’s an option to use an S-Video port, it’s better to use that. S-Video has a much more stable connection and allows for better
video quality. The better the quality coming out of the VCR, the better the conversion will be. 4. Test The Capture Settings Now you’re ready to start rolling! However, it’s always best to start with a test run to make sure that your settings are all correct. You don’t want to go through the process of capturing an entire video, only to find that something
isn’t quite right. Remember, old VHS tapes can be out of sync or warped. If the VCR allows for it, look for a way to adjust the tracking of the tape. This will do a calibration and give you the best sync and the clearest picture possible. 5. Let The Video Roll The digitization process happens in real-time. This means that you need to let the entire length of
the video play as it captures. There’s no way to speed this up because the computer is simply capturing the output that’s coming from the VCR. If you hit fast forward on the VCR, the computer will capture that sped-up footage. The same goes for hitting pause, stop, and rewind. Pro Tip: Hit record on your computer and then play on the VCR. This
way, you won’t miss the very beginning of the tape as you capture it. I'm a Perfect Pinnable! 6. Rewatch Your Captured Footage It's always best to watch some of the footage to ensure that there are no glitches or faults that could be fixed. Old VHS tapes can get finicky, and the VCR might be dusty or stick in places. You can either watch the playback
as you're capturing it to ensure it works, or take time afterwards to watch it through. We normally tell people to hit play and walk away until the transfer is done. If everything is tested and in working order, you will come back to finished capture and you can then rewatch it plus fast forward. The El Gato software lets you specify the number of
minutes you’d like it to run for, so it you have a 2-hour tape, you can set it to shut off automatically after 120 minutes (always let it run a little bit past though, so you grab all the footage. 7. Set Up Your Storage Depending on the converter’s software, you’ll be able to store your newly digitized videos as .MP4s, .MOVs or even .MPGs. The size of these
files will depend on how much video you captured. A two-hour-long tape will be a large file once digitized. Think about how you’re going to store these files. The idea is to keep them safe, so you should look into having cloud backups and copies on external hard drives. Keeping them on your computer is not always an option due to the larger file size
taking up a lot of space. 8. Edit Your Movies Finally, before you export them and load them into your backup storage, take a moment to edit the footage. You don’t need to do anything fancy, but at least trim the beginning and the end so that you get rid of any static or that initial pause as you set up the capturing. This bit of neatening up is a lot like
combining PDF files or saving images in folders—it’s a little extra step that makes all the difference. Presentation matters, and if you can edit your footage down to key moments, that helps a lot! Get Those VHS Tapes Digitized! Whether you want to use old videos to create a slideshow for a special occasion or preserve your memories for posterity,
transferring VHS tapes to your computer is simple, so give it a try! And just remember, the sooner you do so, the better the quality will be because your tapes won’t have a chance to degrade. Make it a priority! Featured Photo Courtesy of Anthony / Inspired Photos Transferring VHS tapes to a computer using Windows 10 might seem like a daunting
task, but it’s actually quite simple. You'll need a few tools: a VHS player, a capture device, and some software. By connecting your VHS player to your computer with the capture device and using the right software, you can digitize those old tapes in no time. Let’s go through the steps to get your VHS memories onto your computer. Step-by-Step
Tutorial: How to Transfer VHS to Computer Windows 10 In this guide, you’ll learn how to transfer your VHS tapes to your computer using Windows 10. We’ll walk you through each step, from connecting your equipment to saving the digital files. Step 1: Gather Your Equipment You will need a VHS player, a capture device, a USB cable, and the
necessary software. Make sure your VHS player is in working condition. A capture device, like a USB video capture dongle, will be essential for connecting your VHS player to your computer. You will also need a USB cable and software like OBS Studio or a similar program to capture the video. Step 2: Connect the VHS Player to the Capture Device
Connect the VHS player to the capture device using RCA cables. Plug the RCA cables into the corresponding colored ports on the VHS player and the capture device. The yellow cable is for video, and the red and white cables are for audio. Ensure the connections are secure to avoid any disruptions during the transfer. Step 3: Connect the Capture
Device to Your Computer Plug the capture device into a USB port on your computer. Once the capture device is connected to your computer, Windows 10 should automatically recognize it. If any drivers are needed, they will usually install themselves. If not, you may need to install them manually from the capture device’s website. Step 4: Install and
Open the Capture Software Install the capture software on your computer and open it. Software like OBS Studio is free and versatile. Open the software and set it up to capture video from the connected capture device. You may need to select the device from a dropdown menu within the software’s settings. Step 5: Start Playback on the VHS Player
Press play on the VHS player to begin the transfer process. Make sure the tape is at the starting point you want to capture. The software will display what the VHS player is playing. Check for any issues with the video feed before starting the transfer. Step 6: Begin Recording in the Software Click the record button in the capture software to start
recording the video. As the VHS plays, the software will record the footage. Keep an eye on the recording to ensure everything is being captured smoothly. Step 7: Save the Captured Video Stop the recording once the VHS tape has finished playing, and save the file. After capturing, stop the recording in the software and save the file to your desired
location on your computer. Choose a file format that suits your needs, such as .mp4 or .avi. After completing these steps, your VHS video will be digitized and saved to your computer. You can now edit, share, or simply enjoy your old memories in a modern format. Tips for Transferring VHS to Computer Windows 10 Ensure your VHS tapes are clean
and in good condition to avoid playback issues. Use a high-quality capture device for better video and audio quality. Experiment with software settings to optimize the capture quality. Save your captured videos in a common format like .mp4 for easy playback. Consider using video editing software to enhance or trim your captured videos. Frequently
Asked Questions Do I need special software to transfer VHS to my computer? Yes, you'll need capture software like OBS Studio to record the video from your VHS player. Can I use any VHS player for this process? Yes, any functioning VHS player will work as long as it has the necessary output ports. Is there a specific type of capture device I should
use? A USB video capture dongle is common and works well for this task. How long does the transfer process take? The transfer process takes as long as the playback time of your VHS tape. Can I edit the captured video after transferring it? Yes, you can use video editing software to make any changes or enhancements to your captured video.
Summary: How to Transfer VHS to Computer Windows 10 Gather Your Equipment Connect the VHS Player to the Capture Device Connect the Capture Device to Your Computer Install and Open the Capture Software Start Playback on the VHS Player Begin Recording in the Software Save the Captured Video Conclusion Transferring VHS tapes to
your computer using Windows 10 is a straightforward process that just requires some basic equipment and software. Once you’ve completed the steps, you’ll have your cherished memories saved in a digital format, ready to be shared or enhanced. Whether you're preserving family memories or digitizing old movies, this process ensures they are kept
safe from the wear and tear of physical media. It’s always a good idea to make digital backups of important footage, so consider transferring your VHS tapes sooner rather than later. You’ll find that video capture technology has made this task easier than ever, so why not get started today and save those old memories? Matt Jacobs has been working
as an IT consultant for small businesses since receiving his Master’s degree in 2003. While he still does some consulting work, his primary focus now is on creating technology support content for SupportYourTech.com. His work can be found on many websites and focuses on topics such as Microsoft Office, Apple devices, Android devices, Photoshop,
and more. NOTE: This post was updated in August, 2024. This guide was written for those wanting an easy solution for capturing videotapes that will provide them with a relatively small file that works on modern devices. If you are attempting uncompressed archival and/or restoration of your tapes, VirtualDub is the better solution. Here’s a video
showing how to use it. If you are interested in trying OBS to capture lossless, 4:2:2 video files, have a look at this post. If you’d rather watch a video tutorial of this post, you can do so below: OBS is an incredibly versatile (and free) tool, and it can even be used to digitize VHS tapes with a piece of hardware (and a VCR, of course). Here’s how it’s
done! What You’ll Need Install the Drivers If you purchased the Startech.com device that I recommended, download the latest drivers from here (use the “Drivers & Downloads” tab). Once downloaded, extract the zip and run the Setup file from within the “Windows” folder. The drivers will be installed. Plug in the Adapter After you’ve connected the
cables from the VCR to the adapter, go ahead and plug the adapter into an available USB port on your computer. To verify that the adapter has been correctly installed, open your device manager by right clicking the Windows button and choosing “Device Manager” as shown below. Open the “Sound, video and game controllers” section and make
sure that “USB 2828x Audio Device” and “USB 2828x Device” are shown, as shown below. Download and Install OBS Download and install OBS - Configure OBS When you first launch OBS after installing it, it will ask if you’d like to run the auto-configuration wizard. Click “No” (we’ll be going through all the settings separately). Change Canvas and
Output Settings First you’ll want to set up your canvas and output settings. To open the settings, click on the “File” menu and select “Settings” as shown below. In the Settings menu, click on the “Video” tab. For NTSC, change the “Base (Canvas) Resolution” to 720x480. If you are in the United States, use this setting. The NTSC standard was used in
most of the Americas (except Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, and Uruguay), Liberia, Myanmar, South Korea, Taiwan, Philippines, Japan, and some Pacific Islands nations and territories. For PAL, change the “Base (Canvas) Resolution” to 720x576. The PAL region is a television publication territory that covers most of Asia, Africa, Europe, South America
and Oceania. NOTE: You’'ll need to highlight the current resolution and type your Base (Canvas) Resolution in, as it’s not available in the dropdown. If you'll be digitizing your tapes for use on a modern device (like a computer or a phone) use one of these for the “Output (Scaled) Resolution” setting: For NTSC, type in 720x540. For PAL, type in
768x576. The reason for this is that your VHS tapes use a resolution that will not look correct when played back on a typical computer or phone screen (it will look a bit stretched). By changing the output resolution, you’ll be using a square pixel aspect ratio, which will look correct on more modern devices. I'm assuming you'll be recording these files
for playback on a computer or mobile device, but if your intent is to burn the files to a DVD for use in a DVD player, you can use 720x480 as the output for NTSC or 720x576 for PAL. For the “Downscale Filter” setting you can keep it at Bicubic (Sharpened scaling, 16 samples). For the “Common FPS Values” select “59.97” (for NTSC sources). Choose
“50 PAL” for PAL sources (you’ll be doubling the native frame rate for better deinterlacing results. More on that later in the tutorial). NOTE: If you are capturing your files for use in a DVD player, choose “29.97” as the FPS for NTSC and “25” as the FPS for PAL. Don’t press OK yet. The settings I just described for NTSC are shown below: Change the
Output Settings Next, you'll set up the output settings. In the same menu you were just in (File - Settings), click on the “Output” tab. Here are the settings to use in this window: For the “Output Mode” (at the very top of the screen) select “Advanced”. Select the “Recording” tab. For “Type” select “Standard”. For “Recording Path” select where you’d
like to have your file saved. I checked the box for “Generate File Name without Space” but it’s not a requirement. For “Recording Format” select “MPEG-4 (.mp4)” from the dropdown. For “Video Encoder” the options may vary depending on your system. For that reason I'll use “x264” as the encoder since by default everyone has that as an option. For
“Audio Encoder” choose “FFmpeg AAC” For “Audio Track” select “1” (it’ll be a stereo track). Deselect “Rescale Output” if it’s selected. Leave “Custom Muxer Settings” empty. Don’t use the “Automatic File Splitting” option. For “Rate Control” (in the “Encoder Settings” section) select “CBR”. For “Bitrate” type in 3500 Kbps. For “Keyframe Interval”
leave it at 0. For CPU Usage Preset I used “medium” (Faster presets will use less CPU at the cost of quality computations. Slower presets will use more computations for quality, but will use much more CPU. If you notice any stuttering in your recordings, try a higher setting such as “superfast”). For “Profile” select “None”. For “Tune” select “Film.”
Don’t press OK yet. If you have an option for “x264 Options” leave it blank. The Recording settings I just described are shown below: Change the Audio Settings Next, select the “Audio” tab (along the top row, next to the “Recording” tab). You only have one track of audio, so for Track 1 select “192” from the dropdown (as shown below). Don’t press
OK yet. Disable All Existing Audio Inputs Click the “Audio” tab (on the left) and use the dropdown next to all of your listed audio sources and choose “Disabled” as shown below. Don’t press OK yet. Change Advanced Settings The last step in the settings menu is to go into the “Advanced” section (the last one listed on the bottom left). Go to the “Video”
section at the top and change the “Color Space” to “601.” The reason for this is that your standard definition video source was originally recorded in a 601 color space (709 is for HD content and sRGB is for screen captures). The “Color Range” should be set to “Limited.” Press OK. Add Video Source You'll need to add your video and audio sources
next, which can be done using the “Sources” panel (bottom left of the OBS interface) shown below: Hit the little “+” icon in the lower left of the “Sources” window and for your video input, select “Video Capture Device”, as shown below. The window shown below will appear. I renamed mine to “VHS Capture.” Be sure that “Make source visible” is
selected, then hit the “OK” button when you are ready to configure the video. The settings menu will open once you hit the “OK” button. Configure Your Video If you are using the Startech.com device that I recommended, make sure that the “USB 2828x Device” is selected from the dropdown, then click the “Configure Video” button to select your
video standard (Configure Video button shown below). NOTE: If you are using a device other than the Startech.com one that I recommend, the “Configure Video” button may or may not do anything. If you are digitizing from an NTSC source, make sure the “Video Standard” dropdown shows “NTSC M” and select the “VCR Input” as shown below
(NOTE: not all USB devices will have the “VCR Input” option): If you are digitizing from a PAL Source, there are several flavors of PAL to choose from. This chart may help you to find yours. In the image below, I've chosen “PAL B” as the video standard Also select the “VCR Input” check box (NOTE: not all USB devices will have the “VCR Input”
option). Once you’ve selected your Video Standard, press the “OK” button. To select your input type (Composite or S-Video), press the “Configure Crossbar” button and use the “Input” dropdown to make your selection, as shown below. Press “OK” when done. For the remainder of the “VHS Capture” options, be sure to use the following settings:
Device - USB 2828x Device Resolution/FPS Type - Custom Resolution - 720x480 (for NTSC), 720x576 (for PAL) FPS - Highest FPS Video Format - Any Color Space - Default (601 is the default but you don’t need to select it) Color Range - Default Buffering - Auto-Detect Audio Output Mode - Capture audio only Deselect “Use custom audio device”
The settings I just described (for NTSC) are shown in the image below. Press the “OK” button once your settings are configured. At this point you should be seeing the 720x480 sized video playing in your OBS interface as shown below: If, for some reason, your source does not appear scaled correctly to your canvas, it’s an easy fix. Right click on the
preview window and find the “Transform” option, then select the “Fit to Screen” option (shown below): NOTE: If the black bars on the edge of the screen bother you (that’s the “overscan” area) you can scale the output to remove them. First, right click on the preview window and find the “preview scaling” option (shown below): Change the “Preview
Scaling” option to “Canvas (720x480).” Doing this will allow you to more easily scale the output, as shown below (notice how much space there is around the preview window and the software’s interface): Next, click on the preview window so the outer edges turn red. Now hold the shift key on your keyboard and click any one of the four corners of
the preview window, then drag to scale it up until the black bars disappear. Holding the shift key is absolutely necessary as it will maintain the aspect ratio. Right click “Preview Scaling” again and change it back to “Scale to Window” - you may need to do this a few times to verify that the black bars are totally hidden. Add Audio Source Now you’ll
need to add your audio source. In the same window that you used to add your video source, hit the little “+” icon again to access the same menu that you used to add the video source. This time, select “Audio Input Capture”. I named mine “VHS Audio” (shown below). The settings menu will open once you hit the “OK” button. For “Device” select “Line
(USB 2828x Audio Device)” as shown below, then press “OK”: Now that your video and audio sources are set up, you’ll want to change one more video setting. Right click on your “VHS Capture” source (in the “Sources” window) and hover over “Deinterlacing.” Select “Yadif 2x” and “Top Field First.” Without this setting, you'll see jagged lines in your
recorded video whenever there’s any significant movement. The setting is shown below NOTE - you don’t need to use this setting if you are digitizing with the intent to play your files on a DVD player: Configure the Audio Mixer Next, you’ll need to verify that the audio in the “Audio Mixer” window is properly configured. Any sources besides “VHS
Audio” should be muted by sliding the volume slider all the way to the left. The “VHS Audio” slider should have levels showing when you have your VCR playing. Any other sources should not show any levels (especially “Desktop Audio”). By default you won’t hear anything when your tape starts to play, but you can monitor the input if you want. To do
so, click the little gear icon on your “VHS Audio” source (in the Audio Mixer). Select “Advanced Audio Properties” from the resulting menu, as shown below: From within the “Advanced Audio Properties” window, find your “VHS Audio” source and select “Monitor and Output.” You’ll immediately hear the audio from your VHS tape. Start to Record!
Everything is now configured, so you can start to record. To do so, hit the “Start Recording” button, found in the lower right in the OBS interface, shown below: As you are recording, you’ll see a running tally of how much media you’ve recorded so far (bottom right of the OBS interface). You can also pause and ultimately stop your recording (the
“Start Recording” button will change to “Stop Recording” once you push it). The pause button is just to the right of the “Stop Recording” button, as shown below: Here’s a full screen shot of what your OBS interface should look like after running through this tutorial (you might not have as many audio sources as me but otherwise it should look the
same). When you are done recording, you’ll probably want to rename the resulting mp4 file since OBS just names it something arbitrary based on the date of the recording. To rename the file, browse to the “Recording Path” that you selected when you were setting up your output settings. In case you forgot where that setting was, it’s shown below.
Browse to that location and you’ll find your file. Shown below is the file that was created by OBS for me. You can see that it’s currently not named anything that’ll mean much to me a year from now, so I'll want to rename it. A quick shortcut for renaming a file in Windows is to highlight it, then hit the “F2” key on the keyboard. That’s it! If you have
any questions, feel free to ask. Please try to include which capture device you are using (if it’s not the same one I suggest in this post) as most issues seem to come down to OBS compatibility with various capture devices. To preserve your VHS memories, you can transfer the tapes to digital video files on your computer.getty Time stops for no one, and
for no technology. There was a time when you probably preserved family memories by saving them to videotape, but videotape is now completely obsolete. If you're like a lot of people, you have a cabinet full of VHS tapes but haven’t had a VCR to play them on in 10 years or more. And while it’s possible to convert VHS to digital, don’t wait too long to
actually do that. Eventually, the contents of your old tapes will be gone forever, because the video stored on VHS degrades by as much as 20% every 10-25 years. Even if your grandkids’ robot butler will someday be able to 3D print a VCR from archival blueprints of 20th century consumer electronics, by then your old tapes may be too fuzzy for them
to watch. If you want to preserve your family VHS tapes as video files on your computer hard drive, you can do it without much trouble; you just need to assemble a few components. From there, you can convert the videos almost effortlessly over the course of a few lazy weekends. But remember: The clock is ticking. With each year that goes by, your
videotape collection degrades a little more. If you haven’t seen a videotape in a while, you might be shocked by how low the quality is compared to video from a smartphone or digital camera, and your tape collection has probably already lost 10-20% of its quality compared to the day it was shot. So, don’t waste another minute—here’s what you need
to know. To convert your VHS tapes to digital, you’ll need four major components. We’ll go over that list first, and then you can join us further down the article once you’ve figured out and gathered everything you need. The Playback Medium: VCRs And Camcorders If you didn't keep your VCR from the Before Times, this is the trickiest part of the
equation, because it’s increasingly difficult to find a working VCR. VCRs are no longer manufactured and finding one new-in-box is vanishingly rare (and fairly expensive, if you are lucky enough to find one). Consequently, your best bet for finding a VCR is to buy one from an online auction at eBay. Here, you can browse a large selection of used VCRs
and pick one that, based on the photos and description, looks likely to work. They’ll all be used, and mostly from individual sellers—not refurbished or factory reconditioned—so you should not be surprised if your first VCR purchase is a bust and you need to return it for a refund. If you're persistent, though, you'll land a VCR that works well enough to
play, rewind and eject tapes. If you have mini-sized tapes (called VHS-C tapes), you might need a camcorder rather than a VCR. There are also adapters that let you insert those old VHS-C tapes into an ordinary VCR. Whatever you choose to buy—camcorder, VCR or VHS-C adapter—be sure you test it right away when you receive it so you have plenty
of time to file a claim with eBay or whatever site you purchased it from for a refund if needed. And always test a new acquisition with a tape you don’t care about. That way, you don’t lose anything important if the VCR or camcorder destroys the first tape you insert.eBay Coupon Codes | 10% Off In August 2023 | Forbes The Video Converter A video
converter is what goes between the VCR and computer. It takes the analog video signal and converts it to a digital input for your computer’s USB port. Roxio Easy VHS to DVD 3 Plus Roxio has been in the business of video editing and conversion for many years, and the Easy VHS to DVD 3 Plus is a polished product that reflects that expertise. The box
includes a USB capture device that connects to your PC’s USB port and has inputs for the VCR or camcorder’s analog output cables. You also get Roxio’s capture software, which lets you write the videos directly to DVD or to a video file on your hard drive and includes a host of editing options—you can make quick edits, enhance color, add transitions
and even stabilize old video footage. Roxio includes a couple of blank DVDs to get you started, but not the cables. You’ll need to provide those yourself. VIDBOX Video Conversion SuiteAmazonVIDBOX Video Conversion Suite The VIDBOX Video Conversion Suite includes a capture device that connects your computer’s USB port to the audio and video
outputs on the VCR or camcorder, and has support for both Mac and PC. You also get all the cables you need—both USB and RCA analog audio. (If you want to use the slightly higher-quality S-video connection, you’ll need your own S-video cable, though). The software has a friendly step-by-step wizard for capturing your video to the hard drive or
DVD, but doesn’t offer much in the way of video editing to fine-tune your footage. Elgato USB Analog Video CaptureMOST POPULARAdoramaFElgato USB Analog Video Capture Compatible with both PC and Mac, the Elgato video capture device predictably plugs into the computer’s USB port and connects to your VCR or camcorder’s audio and video
cables. It also supports S-video for slightly better image quality, but the S-video cable isn’t included. Like the others, the Elgato package includes software that lets you save video from VHS to DVD or your hard drive. Aside from the ability to trim the beginning and end of the video, though, there are no editing capabilities here. A Computer To
Process The Conversion Most modern computers, either laptop or desktop, are up to the task of saving a video file from the USB port using the converters listed earlier in this article. This HP 15 laptop is representative of what you need: an Intel Core i5 processor and 8GB RAM will serve you well. In addition, be sure you have at least one available
USB port and you're ready to rock. Storage Space For SafekeepingAmazonSamsung 64GB USB 3.1 Flash Drive You won’t need a lot of hard drive space—your videos will consume about a gigabyte per hour of footage. Unless you have a truly monstrous library, you can probably fit your entire family video library on a 32GB USB flash drive, or archive
it in a cloud storage service like Dropbox. That gives you a lot of options; you can keep all your VHS movies on the same hard drive as all your other files, or put them on a special portable USB drive just for those kinds of memories. We recommend storing them with all your other data files and sync them with a cloud service like Dropbox or OneDrive.
That way they’'re safely preserved for future generations. How to Convert VHS to Digital Once you have all the elements on hand—video converter and computer with enough storage space to transfer and convert your first video—the process to convert your first video is very straightforward. Remember, you should probably try this process with a test
tape first, ensuring you don’t lose anything in the event that your equipment malfunctions. Step 1: Follow the instructions that came with the video converter to install the software and any device drivers needed to prepare your computer for video converting.Connect the cables from the audio and video out on the back of the VCR to your video
converter. Forbes/Dave Johnson Step 2: Place the VCR or camcorder and computer near one another and then connect them via the video converter. You should run the RCA-style audio and video cables from the output of the VCR or camcorder to the input jacks on the video converter. These wires are usually color-coded to make sure you connect
them properly; red and white are for stereo audio and yellow is for video. Step 3: If you have a VCR or camcorder with an S-video output, that’ll produce a slightly higher image quality than the yellow analog video cable. It’s a good idea (but not essential) to connect the S-video cable instead of the yellow video cable.The S-Video cable offers slightly
better image quality if your VCR supports it. Forbes/Dave Johnson Step 4: Plug the converter into your computer using the USB cable. Step 5: Insert a VHS tape and rewind it.A VCR, laptop and video converter ready to transfer videotapes to digital. Forbes/Dave Johnson Step 6: Start the video converter software on your computer and follow its
instructions to start the video capture process. You'll probably need to name your video project and specify where you want to save the video file. Step 7: When you’re ready, press Play on the VCR and the appropriate Record button in the video software on your computer.Use the software that came with the video converter to "record" the videotape
to a digital file. Forbes/Dave Johnson Step 8: The videotape will play and record in real time—in other words, if you have a two-hour videotape, it’ll take two hours to turn it into a digital video file. Step 9: When it’s done, stop recording on the computer and allow the software to save the file to a folder on your computer. Tips and Tricks for Converting
Your VHS Tapes to Digital Video Thankfully, converting your old VHS tapes is pretty simple once you have everything you need—the video converter does all the hard work. But here are a few tips and tricks to help you preserve your videos: You don’t need a TV. As you probably noticed, there’s no television listed in the things you need earlier in this
article. The VCR connects to your computer via the video converter, and you’ll see the videotape play on the computer screen. So don’t waste any time looking for a way to connect the old VCR to a new all-digital TV. If you don’t want to bother with doing this yourself, there are services available that will convert your old videotapes to digital for you.
If you're interested, check out Walmart Photo and Costco Photo Center. Both of these accept tapes in formats including VHS, S-VHS, Betamax, VHS-C, Hi-8, MiniDV and more. Even if you do no advanced editing to your video files, you should trim them using the built-in trim tool in the video conversion software. That'll let you eliminate static and
video glitches from the very start and end of each tape. You don’t have to spend a lot of money on pro-level video editing software just to tweak your videos. There are easy-to-use free video editors like Movie Maker Online and Shortcut that you can use to save different parts of a videotape as separate files, making your videos easier and more
entertaining to watch. Make sure you back up your converted videos. After you save your converted videos to digital files, make sure they’re a part of your computer’s regular backup or put a copy of them in a cloud service like Dropbox or OneDrive. After you go through all the trouble of converting your videotapes, you wouldn’t want to lose them to
a failed hard drive or broken computer. Don’t bother copying your videotapes to DVD. DVD is not a lot better than VHS for long-term storage of your video collection. DVDs fail as the optical layer degrades over time. In general, DVD discs have a lifespan of somewhere between 25 and 100 years. The bottom line: The best way to preserve your videos
is in computer storage, with a regular and reliable backup on another physical hard storage device or in the cloud—preferably both.
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