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Municipality	in	Catalonia,	SpainVilafranca	del	PenedèsMunicipalityVilafranca	del	Penedès	Coat	of	armsLocation	in	Alt	Penedès	countyVilafranca	del	PenedèsShow	map	of	CataloniaVilafranca	del	PenedèsShow	map	of	SpainCoordinates:	41°20′53.75″N	1°41′34.60″E​	/	​41.3482639°N	1.6929444°E​	/	41.3482639;	1.6929444Sovereign
state	SpainCommunity	CataloniaRegionPenedèsCountyAlt	PenedèsProvinceBarcelonaGovernment	•	MayorFrancisco	Romero	Gamarra	(2023)[1]	(PSC)Area[2]	•	Total19.6	km2	(7.6	sq	mi)Elevation223	m	(732	ft)Population	(2018)[3]	•	Total40,055	•	Density2,000/km2	(5,300/sq	mi)Demonym(s)Vilafranquí,	vilafranquinaClimateCsaWebsitevilafranca.cat
Vilafranca	del	Penedès,[a]	or	simply	Vilafranca,	is	the	capital	of	Alt	Penedès	county	in	Penedès,	Catalonia,	Spain.	It	is	situated	in	the	Penedès	Depression	on	the	left	bank	of	the	Foix	River,	and	on	the	main	axis	of	communication	from	Barcelona	to	Tarragona	and	Valencia,	served	by	a	Rodalies	Barcelona	line	4	and	by	the	AP-7	autopista	as	well	as	by	the
C-243	towards	Sant	Sadurní	d'Anoia,	and	C-15	(formerly	called	C-244)	roads	to	Vilanova	i	la	Geltrú	and	Igualada	respectively.	The	town	was	founded	in	the	middle	of	the	12th	century	as	a	result	of	the	decline	of	Olèrdola,	which	had	been	until	then	the	main	local	centre.	It	was	established	as	the	seat	of	a	vegueria	in	1304.	The	Corts	were	held	in	the
town	in	1218	under	King	James	I	of	Aragon,	and	again	in	1358–59	and	in	1367.	King	Peter	III	of	Aragon	died	while	staying	at	the	royal	palace	in	Vilafranca	in	1285.	Vilafranca	is	the	birthplace	of	Raymond	of	Penyafort,	O.P.,	a	Catalonian	Dominican	(O.P.)	friar	born	around	1175.	St.	Raymond	compiled	the	Decretals	of	Gregory	IX,	a	collection	of	canon
law	that	remained	the	major	corpus	of	canon	law	in	the	Roman	Catholic	Church	until	the	1917	and	1983	Codes	of	Canon	Law.	He	was	also	instrumental	in	the	founding	of	the	Mercedarian	Friars.	The	gothic	church	of	Santa	Maria,	the	royal	palace	(Palau	Reial)	and	the	Palau	Balta,	are	situated	in	the	historic	town	centre.	The	Palau	Reial,	from	the
thirteenth	century	houses	the	town	museum,	with	collections	of	archeology,	paleontology,	ornithology,	ceramics	and	sacred	art,	and	a	Museum	dedicated	to	Wine	(Vinseum).	Other	notable	monuments	include	the	church	of	Sant	Joan,	the	convent	of	Sant	Francesc	and	a	number	of	old	merchants'	houses	such	as	the	Palau	del	Fraret,	Palau	Macià,	the
Casal	dels	Gomà	and	the	Casal	del	Marquès	d'Alfarràs.	Vilafranca	is	a	centre	for	the	local	wine	industry,	along	with	neighbouring	Sant	Sadurní	d'Anoia.	Other	local	industries	include	textiles,	metallurgy,	food	processing	and	construction	materials.	It	is	also	an	important	commercial	centre.	Vilafranca	is	also	the	birthplace	of	the	Penedesenca	fowl,
famous	for	their	chocolate-coloured	eggs.	Vilafranca	del	Penedès	has	grown	steadily	at	the	expense	of	the	more	rural	areas	of	Alt	Penedès,	aided	by	its	excellent	transport	links	and	by	the	strength	of	the	local	economy	(particularly	the	wine	industry).	Four	outlying	villages	are	included	within	the	municipality	of	Vilafranca	del	Penedès	(populations	as
of	2005):	El	Bordellet	(9)	El	Molí	d'en	Rovira	(166)	Perepau	(87)	Les	Salines	(85)	Plaça	de	Jaume	I	(Vilafranca	del	Penedès)Vilafranca	del	Penedès	is	part	of	the	long	history	of	motor	racing	in	Catalonia,	from	1908-1920	events	were	staged	over	public	roads	from	Sitges	to	Canyelles	and	Vilanova	i	la	Geltrú,	and	from	Mataró	to	Vilassar	de	Mar	and
Argentona.	Between	1921	and	1923	the	RMCC	ran	the	Penya	Rhin	Grand	Prix	over	a	9-mile	circuit	around	the	town	of	Vilafranca	del	Penedès	until	it	was	replaced	by	a	short	lived	purpose	built	circuit,	the	Sitges	Terramar.	^	Catalan	pronunciation:	[ˌbiləˈfɾaŋkə	ðəl	pənəˈðɛs]	^	"Ajuntament	de	Vilafranca	del	Penedès".	Generalitat	of	Catalonia.	Retrieved
2015-11-13.	^	"El	municipi	en	xifres:	Vilafranca	del	Penedès".	Statistical	Institute	of	Catalonia.	Retrieved	2015-11-23.	^	Municipal	Register	of	Spain	2018.	National	Statistics	Institute.	Panareda	Clopés,	Josep	Maria;	Ríos	Calvet,	Jaume;	Rabella	Vives,	Josep	Maria	(1989).	Guia	de	Catalunya,	Barcelona:	Caixa	de	Catalunya.	ISBN	84-87135-01-3
(Spanish).	ISBN	84-87135-02-1	(Catalan).	Enciclopèdia	catalana	bàsica	(Ed.	El	Periódico),	Barcelona,	1996.	Official	website	Vinseum	–	Catalan	Wine	Cultures	Museum	Government	data	pages	(in	Catalan)	Retrieved	from	"	100%(2)100%	found	this	document	useful	(2	votes)2K	viewsThe	document	provides	schedules	for	public	transportation	between
various	locations	including	Vilanova	i	la	Geltrú,	Sitges,	and	surrounding	towns.	It	lists	departure	times	from	each	town	on	…AI-enhanced	title	and	descriptionSaveSave	Documento.horario	Bus	Vng	Vilafranca	For	Later100%100%	found	this	document	useful,	undefined	The	Motorsport	Images	Collections	captures	events	from	1895	to	today’s	most
recent	coverage.Discover	The	CollectionCurated,	compelling,	and	worth	your	time.	Explore	our	latest	gallery	of	Editors’	Picks.Browse	Editors'	FavoritesExperience	AI-Powered	CreativityThe	Motorsport	Images	Collections	captures	events	from	1895	to	today’s	most	recent	coverage.Discover	The	CollectionCurated,	compelling,	and	worth	your	time.
Explore	our	latest	gallery	of	Editors’	Picks.Browse	Editors'	FavoritesExperience	AI-Powered	CreativityThe	Motorsport	Images	Collections	captures	events	from	1895	to	today’s	most	recent	coverage.Discover	The	CollectionCurated,	compelling,	and	worth	your	time.	Explore	our	latest	gallery	of	Editors’	Picks.Browse	Editors'	FavoritesExperience	AI-
Powered	Creativity	Our	number	one	goal	at	Champion	Traveler	is	to	provide	information	that	helps	you	make	the	best	decision	about	your	next	vacation.	We	want	to	answer	any	questions	you	have	about	the	best	times	to	travel	anywhere	in	the	world,	with	accurate	and	reliable	data	to	prove	it.	We	have	information	on	thousands	of	destinations,	so	rest
easy	knowing	you	will	get	the	answers	you	need	as	you	plan	your	next	vacation.		Natural	and	historical	region	of	the	autonomous	community	of	Catalonia,	Spain	This	article	is	about	the	historical	region.	For	the	regional	division,	see	Penedès	(division).	For	the	wine	region,	see	Penedès	(DO).	Penedès	region	(in	blue)	and	Penedès	DOP	(in	blue	and
green)	within	Catalonia.	Penedès	(Catalan	pronunciation:	[pənəˈðɛs])	is	a	natural	and	historical	region	of	Catalonia.	It	is	located	in	the	south	of	the	autonomous	community	of	Catalonia,	Spain	between	the	pre-coastal	mountain	range	(Serralada	Pre-litoral)	and	the	Mediterranean	Sea.	The	comarcal	division	of	the	Generalitat	de	Catalunya	in	1936	and
1987,	divided	Penedès	into	three	administrative	comarques:	Alt	Penedès,	Baix	Penedès	and	Garraf,	and	their	capitals	are	Vilafranca	del	Penedès,	el	Vendrell	and	Vilanova	i	la	Geltrú.	From	the	historical	point	of	view,	Penedès	was	since	the	start	of	the	ninth	century	a	border	region	inside	the	county	of	Barcelona,	which	had	its	center	in	the	former
military	town	Olèrdola,	fortified	again	because	of	the	Christian	advance	in	929.	Olèrdola	lost	its	defensive	significance	and	the	capital	in	the	second	half	of	the	twelfth	century	and	then	Vilafranca	del	Penedès	became	the	capital.	During	the	thirteenth	century	formed	the	Vegueria	of	Vilafranca	including	all	Penedès	and	most	of	Anoia	as	the	sots-
vegueria	of	Igualada.	The	provincial	division	of	1833	divided	the	region	between	the	provinces	of	Barcelona,	which	includes	Alt	Penedès	and	Garraf,	and	the	province	of	Tarragona,	which	includes	Baix	Penedès.[1]	Penedès	is	a	wine-producing	region	having	a	Spanish	Denominación	de	Origen	Protegida	(DOP)	(Denominació	d'Origen	Protegida	in
Catalan).	Penedès	DOP	includes	all	Penedès	region	and	municipalities	of	four	other	comarques:	Anoia,	Alt	Camp,	Baix	Llobregat	and	Tarragonès.	The	area	is	framed	by	the	coastal	hills	of	the	Serra	del	Garraf	and	the	higher	inland	mountains	which	skirt	the	Catalan	Central	Depression.	Long	considered	one	of	the	country's	best	wine-producing	regions
after	the	Rioja,	it	is	also	one	of	the	most	ancient	viticultural	areas	in	Europe.	Perhaps	better-known	for	its	Cava	production,	a	sparkling	wine	which	has	had	its	own	Denominació	d'Origen	since	1986,	white	grape	varieties	predominate,	although	the	region	also	produces	some	highly	regarded,	oak-aged	reds.	Vineyards	in	Alt	Penedès	Alt	Penedès	Baix
Penedès	Garraf	^	GGCC,	Penedès	Official	Penedès	"Denominación	de	Orígen"	website	(in	English,	Spanish,	and	Catalan)	"Consejo	Regulador	de	Cava"	-	Cava	DO	Regulator	website	(in	English,	Spanish,	and	Catalan)	Vilafranca	official	site:	English	version	41°17′35.82″N	1°44′58.46″E​	/	​41.2932833°N	1.7495722°E​	/	41.2932833;	1.7495722	Retrieved
from	"	The	best	times	to	visit	Vilafranca	Del	Penedes	for	ideal	weather	are	April	9th	to	June	24th	or	September	3rd	to	November	18th	based	on	average	temperature	and	humidity	from	NOAA	(the	National	Oceanic	and	Atmospheric	Administration).	Read	below	for	more	weather	and	travel	details.	Weather	in	Vilafranca	Del	Penedes	Temperature
Average	temperatures	in	Vilafranca	Del	Penedes	vary	greatly.	Considering	humidity,	temperatures	feel	nice	most	of	the	year,	excluding	some	cold	weeks	in	the	winter,	with	a	very	low	chance	of	rain	or	snow	throughout	the	year.	The	area	is	somewhat	temperate	—	in	the	60th	percentile	for	pleasant	weather	—	compared	to	tourist	destinations
worldwide.	Weeks	with	ideal	weather	are	listed	above.	If	you’re	looking	for	the	very	warmest	time	to	visit	Vilafranca	Del	Penedes,	the	hottest	months	are	August,	July,	and	then	September.	See	average	monthly	temperatures	below.	The	warmest	time	of	year	is	generally	early	August	where	highs	are	regularly	around	84.8°F	(29.3°C)	with	temperatures
rarely	dropping	below	71.4°F	(21.9°C)	at	night.	“Feels-Like”	Temperatures	The	way	we	experience	weather	isn’t	all	about	temperature.	Higher	temperatures	affect	us	much	more	at	higher	humidity,	and	colder	temperatures	feel	piercing	with	high	winds.	Our	perceived	temperatures	factor	in	humidity	and	wind	chill	to	better	represent	how	hot	or	cold
the	day	feels	to	a	person.	Average	Vilafranca	Del	Penedes	Temperatures	by	Month	Daily	highs	(averaged	for	the	month)	usually	give	the	best	indication	of	the	weather.	A	significantly	lower	mean	and	low	generally	just	means	it	gets	colder	at	night.			Precipitation	(Rain	or	Snow)	If	dry	weather	is	what	you’re	after,	the	months	with	the	lowest	chance	of
significant	precipitation	in	Vilafranca	Del	Penedes	are	July,	December,	and	then	June.	Note	that	we	define	“significant	precipitation”	as	.1	inches	or	more	in	this	section.	The	lowest	chance	of	rain	or	snow	occurs	around	mid	June.	For	example,	on	the	week	of	June	18th	there	are	no	days	of	precipitation	on	average.	By	contrast,	it’s	most	likely	to	rain	or
snow	in	early	April	with	an	average	of	2	days	of	significant	precipitation	the	week	of	April	2nd.	When	can	you	find	snow	in	Vilafranca	Del	Penedes?	Weather	stations	report	no	annual	snow.	Please	note	that	a	value	of	0	for	snow	in	the	graph	below	may	either	mean	there	was	no	snow,	or	that	snow	is	unreported.	The	graph	below	shows	the	%	chance	of
rainy	and	snowy	days	in	Vilafranca	Del	Penedes.	Key	The	graph	below	shows	the	average	snow	on	the	ground	in	Vilafranca	Del	Penedes	(in).	Key	Average	Rain	and	Snow	by	Month	Humidity	and	Wind	Vilafranca	Del	Penedes	has	some	high	humidity	months,	with	other	comfortably	humid	months.	The	least	humid	month	is	February	(58%	relative
humidity),	and	the	most	humid	month	is	October	(65.5%).	Wind	in	Vilafranca	Del	Penedes	is	usually	moderate.	The	windiest	month	is	March,	followed	by	December	and	January.	March’s	average	wind	speed	of	around	8.6	knots	(9.9	MPH	or	16	KPH)	is	considered	“a	gentle	breeze.”	Maximum	sustained	winds	(the	highest	speed	for	the	day	lasting	more
than	a	few	moments)	are	at	their	highest	in	mid	March	where	average	top	sustained	speeds	reach	17.8	knots,	which	is	considered	a	fresh	breeze.	The	graph	below	shows	the	average	%	humidity	by	month	in	Vilafranca	Del	Penedes.	Key	The	graph	below	shows	wind	speed	(max	and	average)	in	knots.	Key	Average	Wind	Speeds	Is	it	Safe	to	Travel	to
Vilafranca	Del	Penedes?	Our	best	data	indicates	this	area	is	generally	safe.	As	of	Dec	04,	2023	there	are	no	travel	advisories	or	warnings	for	Spain;	exercise	normal	security	precautions.	Check	this	page	for	any	recent	changes	or	regions	to	avoid:	Travel	Advice	and	Advisories.	This	advisory	was	last	updated	on	Nov	22,	2023.			The	Busiest	and	Least
Crowded	Months	The	busiest	month	for	tourism	in	Vilafranca	Del	Penedes,	Spain	is	May,	followed	by	March	and	April.	Prices	for	hotels	and	flights	will	be	most	expensive	during	these	months,	though	you	can	save	if	you	purchase	well	in	advance.	Tourists	are	unlikely	to	visit	Vilafranca	Del	Penedes	in	December.	Those	willing	to	visit	at	these	times	will
likely	find	it	the	least	expensive	month.	Estimated	Tourism	by	Month	Most	Popular	Months	to	Visit	Key	Tourists	Seeking	Accommodations	Tourism	graph	is	based	on	Google	searches	for	services	used	by	tourists	relative	to	the	rest	of	the	year.	Tourism	data	for	this	area	is	slightly	extrapolated	based	on	nearby	areas.	Displayed	data	is	calculated
relative	to	the	peak,	so	a	score	of	43.6	in	December	means	43.6%	of	the	tourists	vs.	May.	Overall	Vilafranca	Del	Penedes	Travel	Experience	by	Season	Spring	(March	through	May)	Humidity	and	temperatures	combine	to	make	this	season	feel	moderate.	Highs	range	from	74.6°F	(23.7°C)	and	60.4°F	(15.8°C)	with	warmer	temperatures	in	the	later
months.	Rain	is	rare	with	3	to	4	days	of	significant	precipitation	per	month.	Spring	is	the	busiest	for	tourism,	which	makes	it	a	good	time	for	those	looking	for	things	to	do.	Summer	(June	through	August)	The	middle-year	months	have	very	comfortable	weather	with	high	temperatures	that	are	comfortable.	These	months	see	the	least	precipitation	with
1	to	3	days	of	precipitation	per	month.	June	–	August	is	the	second	busiest	season	for	tourism	in	Vilafranca	Del	Penedes,	so	lodging	and	other	accommodations	may	cost	slightly	more.	Fall	(September	through	November)	Fall	daily	highs	range	from	81.8°F	(27.7°C)	and	59°F	(15°C),	which	will	feel	comfortable	given	the	humidity	and	wind.	It	rains	or
snows	a	normal	amount:	2	to	5	days	per	month.	Tourism	is	the	slowest	during	these	months	due	to	the	weather,	so	hotels	may	be	affordably	priced.	Winter	(December	through	February)	Weather	is	too	cold	this	time	of	year	in	Vilafranca	Del	Penedes	to	be	enjoyable	for	warm	weather	travelers.	The	average	high	during	this	season	is	between	60.7°F
(15.9°C)	and	55.8°F	(13.2°C).	On	average,	it	rains	or	snows	a	smalll	amount:	consistently	2	times	per	month.	These	times	of	year	are	fairly	slow	with	tourists.	Best	Times	to	Travel›	Spain	›	Vilafranca	Del	Penedes,	Spain	Moja,	Spain	Vilobi	Del	Penedes,	Spain	El	Pla	del	Penedes,	Spain	Canyelles,	Spain	Sant	Pere	de	Ribes,	Spain	Vilanova	I	la	Geltru,
Spain	Torrelles	de	Foix,	Spain	Sitges	Town	Center,	Spain	Sitges,	Spain	Cunit,	Spain	Rhodes,	Greece	Chania,	Greece	Kota	Kinabalu,	Malaysia	Municipality	in	Catalonia,	SpainVilafranca	del	PenedèsMunicipalityVilafranca	del	Penedès	Coat	of	armsLocation	in	Alt	Penedès	countyVilafranca	del	PenedèsShow	map	of	CataloniaVilafranca	del	PenedèsShow
map	of	SpainCoordinates:	41°20′53.75″N	1°41′34.60″E​	/	​41.3482639°N	1.6929444°E​	/	41.3482639;	1.6929444Sovereign	state	SpainCommunity	CataloniaRegionPenedèsCountyAlt	PenedèsProvinceBarcelonaGovernment	•	MayorFrancisco	Romero	Gamarra	(2023)[1]	(PSC)Area[2]	•	Total19.6	km2	(7.6	sq	mi)Elevation223	m	(732	ft)Population	(2018)
[3]	•	Total40,055	•	Density2,000/km2	(5,300/sq	mi)Demonym(s)Vilafranquí,	vilafranquinaClimateCsaWebsitevilafranca.cat	Vilafranca	del	Penedès,[a]	or	simply	Vilafranca,	is	the	capital	of	Alt	Penedès	county	in	Penedès,	Catalonia,	Spain.	It	is	situated	in	the	Penedès	Depression	on	the	left	bank	of	the	Foix	River,	and	on	the	main	axis	of	communication
from	Barcelona	to	Tarragona	and	Valencia,	served	by	a	Rodalies	Barcelona	line	4	and	by	the	AP-7	autopista	as	well	as	by	the	C-243	towards	Sant	Sadurní	d'Anoia,	and	C-15	(formerly	called	C-244)	roads	to	Vilanova	i	la	Geltrú	and	Igualada	respectively.	The	town	was	founded	in	the	middle	of	the	12th	century	as	a	result	of	the	decline	of	Olèrdola,	which
had	been	until	then	the	main	local	centre.	It	was	established	as	the	seat	of	a	vegueria	in	1304.	The	Corts	were	held	in	the	town	in	1218	under	King	James	I	of	Aragon,	and	again	in	1358–59	and	in	1367.	King	Peter	III	of	Aragon	died	while	staying	at	the	royal	palace	in	Vilafranca	in	1285.	Vilafranca	is	the	birthplace	of	Raymond	of	Penyafort,	O.P.,	a
Catalonian	Dominican	(O.P.)	friar	born	around	1175.	St.	Raymond	compiled	the	Decretals	of	Gregory	IX,	a	collection	of	canon	law	that	remained	the	major	corpus	of	canon	law	in	the	Roman	Catholic	Church	until	the	1917	and	1983	Codes	of	Canon	Law.	He	was	also	instrumental	in	the	founding	of	the	Mercedarian	Friars.	The	gothic	church	of	Santa
Maria,	the	royal	palace	(Palau	Reial)	and	the	Palau	Balta,	are	situated	in	the	historic	town	centre.	The	Palau	Reial,	from	the	thirteenth	century	houses	the	town	museum,	with	collections	of	archeology,	paleontology,	ornithology,	ceramics	and	sacred	art,	and	a	Museum	dedicated	to	Wine	(Vinseum).	Other	notable	monuments	include	the	church	of	Sant
Joan,	the	convent	of	Sant	Francesc	and	a	number	of	old	merchants'	houses	such	as	the	Palau	del	Fraret,	Palau	Macià,	the	Casal	dels	Gomà	and	the	Casal	del	Marquès	d'Alfarràs.	Vilafranca	is	a	centre	for	the	local	wine	industry,	along	with	neighbouring	Sant	Sadurní	d'Anoia.	Other	local	industries	include	textiles,	metallurgy,	food	processing	and
construction	materials.	It	is	also	an	important	commercial	centre.	Vilafranca	is	also	the	birthplace	of	the	Penedesenca	fowl,	famous	for	their	chocolate-coloured	eggs.	Vilafranca	del	Penedès	has	grown	steadily	at	the	expense	of	the	more	rural	areas	of	Alt	Penedès,	aided	by	its	excellent	transport	links	and	by	the	strength	of	the	local	economy
(particularly	the	wine	industry).	Four	outlying	villages	are	included	within	the	municipality	of	Vilafranca	del	Penedès	(populations	as	of	2005):	El	Bordellet	(9)	El	Molí	d'en	Rovira	(166)	Perepau	(87)	Les	Salines	(85)	Plaça	de	Jaume	I	(Vilafranca	del	Penedès)Vilafranca	del	Penedès	is	part	of	the	long	history	of	motor	racing	in	Catalonia,	from	1908-1920
events	were	staged	over	public	roads	from	Sitges	to	Canyelles	and	Vilanova	i	la	Geltrú,	and	from	Mataró	to	Vilassar	de	Mar	and	Argentona.	Between	1921	and	1923	the	RMCC	ran	the	Penya	Rhin	Grand	Prix	over	a	9-mile	circuit	around	the	town	of	Vilafranca	del	Penedès	until	it	was	replaced	by	a	short	lived	purpose	built	circuit,	the	Sitges	Terramar.	^
Catalan	pronunciation:	[ˌbiləˈfɾaŋkə	ðəl	pənəˈðɛs]	^	"Ajuntament	de	Vilafranca	del	Penedès".	Generalitat	of	Catalonia.	Retrieved	2015-11-13.	^	"El	municipi	en	xifres:	Vilafranca	del	Penedès".	Statistical	Institute	of	Catalonia.	Retrieved	2015-11-23.	^	Municipal	Register	of	Spain	2018.	National	Statistics	Institute.	Panareda	Clopés,	Josep	Maria;	Ríos
Calvet,	Jaume;	Rabella	Vives,	Josep	Maria	(1989).	Guia	de	Catalunya,	Barcelona:	Caixa	de	Catalunya.	ISBN	84-87135-01-3	(Spanish).	ISBN	84-87135-02-1	(Catalan).	Enciclopèdia	catalana	bàsica	(Ed.	El	Periódico),	Barcelona,	1996.	Official	website	Vinseum	–	Catalan	Wine	Cultures	Museum	Government	data	pages	(in	Catalan)	Retrieved	from	"	Natural
and	historical	region	of	the	autonomous	community	of	Catalonia,	Spain	This	article	is	about	the	historical	region.	For	the	regional	division,	see	Penedès	(division).	For	the	wine	region,	see	Penedès	(DO).	Penedès	region	(in	blue)	and	Penedès	DOP	(in	blue	and	green)	within	Catalonia.	Penedès	(Catalan	pronunciation:	[pənəˈðɛs])	is	a	natural	and
historical	region	of	Catalonia.	It	is	located	in	the	south	of	the	autonomous	community	of	Catalonia,	Spain	between	the	pre-coastal	mountain	range	(Serralada	Pre-litoral)	and	the	Mediterranean	Sea.	The	comarcal	division	of	the	Generalitat	de	Catalunya	in	1936	and	1987,	divided	Penedès	into	three	administrative	comarques:	Alt	Penedès,	Baix	Penedès
and	Garraf,	and	their	capitals	are	Vilafranca	del	Penedès,	el	Vendrell	and	Vilanova	i	la	Geltrú.	From	the	historical	point	of	view,	Penedès	was	since	the	start	of	the	ninth	century	a	border	region	inside	the	county	of	Barcelona,	which	had	its	center	in	the	former	military	town	Olèrdola,	fortified	again	because	of	the	Christian	advance	in	929.	Olèrdola	lost
its	defensive	significance	and	the	capital	in	the	second	half	of	the	twelfth	century	and	then	Vilafranca	del	Penedès	became	the	capital.	During	the	thirteenth	century	formed	the	Vegueria	of	Vilafranca	including	all	Penedès	and	most	of	Anoia	as	the	sots-vegueria	of	Igualada.	The	provincial	division	of	1833	divided	the	region	between	the	provinces	of
Barcelona,	which	includes	Alt	Penedès	and	Garraf,	and	the	province	of	Tarragona,	which	includes	Baix	Penedès.[1]	Penedès	is	a	wine-producing	region	having	a	Spanish	Denominación	de	Origen	Protegida	(DOP)	(Denominació	d'Origen	Protegida	in	Catalan).	Penedès	DOP	includes	all	Penedès	region	and	municipalities	of	four	other	comarques:	Anoia,
Alt	Camp,	Baix	Llobregat	and	Tarragonès.	The	area	is	framed	by	the	coastal	hills	of	the	Serra	del	Garraf	and	the	higher	inland	mountains	which	skirt	the	Catalan	Central	Depression.	Long	considered	one	of	the	country's	best	wine-producing	regions	after	the	Rioja,	it	is	also	one	of	the	most	ancient	viticultural	areas	in	Europe.	Perhaps	better-known	for
its	Cava	production,	a	sparkling	wine	which	has	had	its	own	Denominació	d'Origen	since	1986,	white	grape	varieties	predominate,	although	the	region	also	produces	some	highly	regarded,	oak-aged	reds.	Vineyards	in	Alt	Penedès	Alt	Penedès	Baix	Penedès	Garraf	^	GGCC,	Penedès	Official	Penedès	"Denominación	de	Orígen"	website	(in	English,
Spanish,	and	Catalan)	"Consejo	Regulador	de	Cava"	-	Cava	DO	Regulator	website	(in	English,	Spanish,	and	Catalan)	Vilafranca	official	site:	English	version	41°17′35.82″N	1°44′58.46″E​	/	​41.2932833°N	1.7495722°E​	/	41.2932833;	1.7495722	Retrieved	from	"	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even
commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but
not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the
license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or
moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.


